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The First Laugh
We often hear about the “last laugh,” as in someone “having the

last laugh,” which is usually about revenge or retaliation for
some trick played on us, but we don’t hear much about the first

laugh. When children laugh for the first time, it is usually because they
see something unexpected, such as a funny face or a face that comes
out of nowhere, as in the game of peekaboo. The Navaho believe that
when children laugh for the first time they have finally entered the
physical realm and left the spiritual realm. The person who made the
baby laugh is expected to provide a meal for the family and there is a
special ceremony to celebrate the baby’s entry into the family and the
physical realm. Laughter indicates that one is engaged with others; you
have to pay attention to people to understand their humor and you can
often tell when people aren’t listening (or understanding) when they
don’t laugh at your jokes. In bilingual settings, you’ll often see that
those who don’t understand the second language will not “get the
jokes” or the double meanings necessary to understand certain types
of humor. Which brings us to the point of all this: human connection.
When we laugh with others we are celebrating the shared meaning of
our stories and our jokes. It’s important to do this, and if you find that
you aren’t laughing with the people you love, try to figure out why.
–Christopher Simon

“Laughter is the shortest distance
between two people.” -Victor Borge

The Ten Commandments
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
Honor thy father and thy mother. Thou shalt not kill. Thou 

shalt not commit adultery.
Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness 

against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet.
(Exodus 20:3-17)
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Ruth Arnett Simp-
son of Greensburg, 
daughter of the late 
Lewis  Arnett  and 
Goldie Nelson Arnett, 
was born on Monday, 
February 8, 1937 in 
Taylor County and de-
parted this life on Sun-
day, January 4, 2026 at 
Baptist Health Har-
din. She was 88 years, 
10 months, and 27 days 
of age.

She had made a pro-
fession of faith in Christ 
and was a member of 
Greasy Creek Baptist 
Church. She retired 
from Fruit of the Loom 
as a machine operator 
after 43 years.

She was united in 
marriage to Joedene 
Simpson on July 20, 
1955, who preceded 
her in death on July 
26, 2018.

Survivors include a 
daughter and son-in-
law: Elva Jo Coffey and 
Ronnie of Adair Coun-
ty, two grandchildren: 
Bridgette Morgan of 
Texas, Cody Coffey of 
Adair County; three 
grandchildren: Tyler 
Atwood of Greensburg, 
Casen Coffey, Saylor 

Coffey both of Adair 
County; four great-
greatgrandchildren: 
Preston Atwood, Lux-
ton Atwood, Sunni At-
wood, Swayzi Atwood; 
three sisters: Ruby 
Milby, Nettie Creason 
both of Greensburg, 
Kathryn  S impson 
of Central City; two 
brothers: Noah Arnett 
of Center, Raymond 
Arnett of Greensburg; 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other rela-
tives, and friends.

Besides her parents 
and husband, she was 
also preceded in death 

by two sisters: Mar-
tha Edwards, Virginia 
Akin; six brothers: 
Edgar Arnett, Clay-
ton Arnett, Carl Ar-
nett, Woodson Arnett, 
Frank Arnett, Robert 
Arnett.

The funeral service 
for Ruth Arnett Simp-
son will be conducted 
at 1 p.m. CT Wednes-
day, January 7, 2026 
at the Cowherd and 
Parrott Funeral Home 
with burial in Oak 
Grove Cemetery. Bro. 
Thomas Metcalf and 
Bro. Adam Scott offi-
ciating.   Visitation is 
requested after 9:30 
a.m. CT Wednesday at 
the funeral home until 
time of the service.

The family has re-
quested that expres-
sions of  sympathy 
take the form of dona-
tions to the Oak Grove 
Cemetery Fund or the 
Gideon Bible Fund 
which can be made at 
the funeral home.

Pallbearers: Todd 
Simpson, Kerry Ar-
nett, Wesley Atwood, 
Bubba Atwood, Tyler 
Atwood, Cody Coffey.

Ruth Arnett Simpson

Ruth Arnett Simpson, 88

M r s .  D e b b i e 
Kay Bloyd Lane of 
Greensburg, daugh-
ter of Margie Parson 
Bloyd and the late 
Silas Bloyd, was born 
on August 5, 1955 in 
Campbellsville. She 
departed this life on 
Monday, December 
29, 2025 at her home 
having attained the 
age of 70 years, four 
months and 24 days.

Debbie retired from 
Taylor Regional Hos-
pital, where she dedi-
cated many years of 
service. She enjoyed 
gardening and plant-
ing flowers and took 
great pride in caring 
for her home and yard. 
Debbie dearly loved 
her dog, Ettie.

She was a faith-
ful member of South 
Summersville Baptist 
Church, where she 
served as the church 
pianist and shared 
her love of music with 
the congregation.

She is  survived 
by her husband, Mr. 
Roger Lane, having 
united in marriage 
September 6, 2025.

In addition to her 
husband, Roger Lane 
of Greensburg, other 

survivors include her 
mother: Margie Bloyd 
o f  Greensburg ; a 
daughter and son-in-
law: Amy and Daniel 
Clark of Greensburg; 
a son and daughter-
i n - l aw : Jo n a t h o n 
a n d  C a s s i e  D u r-
rett of Greensburg; 
a  s t e p - d a u g h t e r : 
Amber Nicole Lane 
(Tyler McDowell) of 
Greensburg; grand-
children: Dylan and 
Lesley Gentry, Katlin 
Gentry, Tianna McIn-
tosh, Shelby and DJ 
Goodin, Caiden and 
Marissa Durrett, and 
Micah Patton; great-
grandchildren: Lily 
Morgan, Laelah Mor-

gan, Kenzley McIn-
tosh, Kreed Artist and 
Oakland Durrett; two 
sisters: Beverly Bloyd 
Clark (Philip Cox), 
and Kathy Bloyd Cur-
ry all of Greensburg; 
plus a host of other 
relatives and friends.

In addition to her 
father, she was pre-
ceded in death by 
one granddaughter, 
Grace Marie Gentry, 
and one brother-in-
law, Steve Curry.

Funeral services 
were held Friday, 
January 2, 2026 at the 
South Summersville 
Baptist Church with 
burial in the Wilson 
Cemetery. Bro. Leslie 
Jewell officiated.

Pallbearers: Dylan 
Gentry, Caiden Dur-
rett, Tyler McDowell, 
Micah Patton, Gary 
Harris and Bradley 
Shirrell

H o n o r a r y  Pa l l -
bearers: Kyle Curry, 
Nolin Riggs, and the 
WMU Ladies at South 
Summersville Bap-
tist Church

Arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Gupton-Landrum 
Funera l  Home in 
Greensburg.

Debbie Bloyd Lane

Debbie Kay Bloyd Lane, 70

Rita Ann Braun 
Corbin of Greensburg, 
daughter of the late 
Bernard Joseph Braun 
and Mary Lee Witkam 
Braun, was born on 
Monday, September 
20, 1948 in Jefferson-
ville, Ind., and depart-
ed this life Thursday, 
January 1, 2026 at 
her home. She was 77 
years, 3 months, and 
12 days of age.

She had made a 
profession of faith 
in Christ and was a 
member of Green Hill 
Baptist Church. She 
worked as a dental 
assistant for the Uni-
versity of Kentucky 
Pediatrics Dentistry.

She is  survived 
by her husband, Da-
vid Ray Corbin of 
Greensburg, having 
united in marriage on 
August 20, 2015.

Other survivors in-
clude two daughters 
and sons-in-law: Al-
lison Marie Pinkston 
and James Bradley, 

Leslie Ann Stratton 
and Shannon all of 
Lawrenceburg; five 
step-children: David 
Paul Corbin and Jes-
sica of Fort Knox, Josh 
and Dawn Corbin of 
Greensburg, Kimber-
ly Corbin of Glasgow, 
D o r t i a  M i l l e r  o f 
Georgia, Dale Ellis 
of Nebraska; three 
grandchildren: Mal-
lory Pinkston, Sydney 
Pinkston, and Adam 
Stratton; five step-

grandchildren: Macy 
York, Drew Corbin, 
Jamie Miller, Katie 
Miller, and Danielle 
Cummins; two broth-
ers and sisters-in-law: 
Joe and Sher Braun, 
Mark and Connie 
Braun all of Indiana; 
two sisters and a 
brother-in-law: Linda 
and Wayne Hedrick, 
Peggy Braun Gootee 
all of Indiana; and a 
host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives, 
and friends.

Honoring her wish-
es, cremation was cho-
sen. There will be no 
formal services at this 
time.

The family has re-
quested that expres-
sions of sympathy 
take the form of do-
nations to Hosparus 
of Green River which 
can be made at the fu-
neral home.

Cowherd and Par-
rott Funeral Home in 
charge of the arrange-
ments. 
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Rollin Clell Gentry 
of Greensburg, son of 
the late Robert Leslie 
Gentry and Elizabeth 
Moran Gentry, was 
born on Saturday, June 
5, 1943 in Greensburg 
and departed this life 
on Sunday, January 4, 
2026 at his home. He 
was 82 years, 6 months, 
and 30 days of age.

He had made a 
profession of faith in 
Christ and was a re-
tired custodian from 
the Green County Vo-
cational School.

He was united in 
marriage to Sandy 
Lee Simpson Gentry 
in 1963, who preceded 
him in death on Octo-
ber 11, 2009.

Survivors include a 
son and daughter-in-
law: Rollin and Kristi 
Gentry of Greensburg; 
one granddaughter 
and her  husband: 

Mackenzie and Alex 
Colvin of Greensburg; 
three great-grandchil-
dren: Fischer Colvin, 
Oliver Colvin, Madi-
son Colvin; a special 
friend: Mary Morris of 
Elizabethtown; and a 
host of other relatives 
and friends.

A private graveside 
will be held at Green 
County Memory Gar-
dens. Cowherd and 
Parrott Funeral Home 
in charge of the ar-
rangements.

The family has re-
quested that expres-
sions of sympathy take 
the form of donations to 
Hosparus of Green Riv-
er which can be made 
at the funeral home.

Rollin Clell Gentry
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