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Sen. David Givens’ Legislative Update: Week 2
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As the General As-
sembly concluded the
second week of the
2026 Legislative Ses-
sion, the work at the
Capitol moved into
a more active phase.
Committees meetings
are now fully under-
way, giving legisla-
tion its first thorough
review as lawmakers
hear testimony, ask
questions, and be-

gin shaping bills that
will move through the
process in the weeks
ahead.

Committee work is
a critical part of the
legislative process. It
is where proposals are
examined closely, per-
spectives are heard,
and details are refined
before bills advance to
the Senate floor. This
week marked that im-
portanttransition from
preparation to action.

Several committees
advanced legislation
addressing issues im-
portant to communi-
ties across Kentucky,
including public safety,
education, transporta-

tion, health care, and
good governance. Over-
sight committees also
met to review state op-
erations,contracts,and
programs to ensure
transparency, account-
ability, and responsible
use of taxpayer dollars.
That oversight role is
one of the General As-
sembly’s most impor-
tant responsibilities,
and it remains central
to our work.

The Senate also
passed its first bill of
the session this week.
Senate Bill (SB) 7 ad-
dresses a longstanding
and widely felt concern
by improving access to
driver’s license renew-

al services in parts of
the state without a re-
gional licensing center.
The bill has now moved
to the House of Repre-
sentatives for further
consideration.

As a budget session,
much ofourfocusisalso
on the biennial state
budget. The House of
Representatives con-
tinues its work on the
spending plan, and the
Senate is closely moni-
toringthosediscussions
as we prepare for our
role in reviewing and
shaping the final bud-
get. Our goal remains
a responsible, balanced
approach that respects
taxpayers while mak-

ing thoughtful invest-
ments in Kentucky’s
future.

On Monday, Janu-
ary 19, the General As-
sembly will not be in
session as we observe
Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. This national
holiday honors Dr.
King’s leadership dur-
ing the modern civil
rights movement and
serves as a reminder of
the progress made and
the work that remains.
State and local offices
will be closed in recog-
nition of the day.

As the session con-
tinues, the Senate
will remain focused
on steady, deliberate

work—Ilistening care-
fully, weighing policy
decisions thoughtfully,
and advancing legis-
lation that serves the
long-term interests of
the commonwealth.

Itisanhonortoserve
as Senate president pro
tempore, and I remain
committed to working
with my colleagues to
ensure the legislative
process remains trans-
parent, accountable,
and focused on the peo-
ple of Kentucky.

Ifyou have questions
orideas, feel free to con-
tact my office at (502)-
564-8100 or email me at
David.Givens@kylegis-
lature.gov.

National Farm Machinery Show is February 11-14

60 Years
of Progress
and
Innovation

Next month, Ken-
tucky will welcome an
international crowd for
the 60th anniversary of
the National Farm Ma-
chinery Show; the larg-
est indoor farm show
in the world. Over
the last six decades,
millions of attendees
have explored the ev-
er-growing acreage at
the Kentucky Exposi-
tion Center, to experi-
ence the latest farm-
ing technology, new-
to-market equipment,
and groundbreaking
ideas in climate-con-

trolled comfort. Welook §

forward to welcoming
back longtime friends
and meeting new ones
February 11-14 as we
celebrate this hall-
mark year together.

From its start in
1966, when the show
featured 86 exhibitors
and displays such as
a self-propelled for-
age harvester, the Na-
tional Farm Machinery
Show has continued to
evolve alongside the in-
dustry it serves. Today,
the show’s maxed out
trade show floor and
extensive waiting list
are a testament to the
quality and prestige of
this annual tradition.
Within the sold-out ex-
hibit halls, exhibitors
will showcase today’s
innovations, including
agricultural drones
and advances in ar-
tificial intelligence.
Companies such as
AGCO, Case IH, John
Deere, New Holland,
and more will be on
display throughout the
free trade show, along
with a series of educa-
tional seminars offer-
ing practical insight to
help farmers prepare
for the year ahead.

Freshly upgraded
with new seating and
more modern ameni-
ties, Freedom Hall con-
tinues to evolve while
honoring its legacy as
the home of the 57th
Championship Tractor
Pull sponsored by Farm
Credit Mid-America.
This year, nearly 200 of
the sport’s best drivers
will descend on Louis-
ville for five unforget-
table sessions of com-
petition, each one push-
ing horsepower and
precision to the limit.
Tickets are on-sale for
each nightly 7 p.m.
session and a Saturday
noon pull, and we con-
tinue to broadcast each
night’s performance
through champpull.org
for our international
and local fans alike.

Bevond the excite-
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ment inside our exhibit
halls, guests will notice
the largest expansion
and renovation in the
Kentucky Exposition
Center’s history taking
shape on the northwest
side of the property. By
this time next year, our
National Farm Machin-
ery Show attendees

General Surgery
Hospitalist Program
Imaging Services

will be among the first
to experience the ex-
panded show footprint
in the new building.
This strategic invest-
ment by the Kentucky
General Assembly to
grow the Kentucky
Exposition Center into
the nation’s fifth larg-
est facility of its kind

-

underscores our shared
commitment to keep
these shows thriving
for generations to come.

As we approach this
unforgettable event,
we extend our sincere
thanks to the farmers
who work tirelessly to
feed our nation and a

good part of the world
and provide the eco-
nomic foundation for
our economy. Our his-
tory and heritage with
you and your families
continue to shape
us, and our mission
remains unchanged
from its earliest

days to be the place
where the best in the
field come together.
We look forward
to seeing you Feb-
ruary 11-14, 2026.
Sincerely,
David S. Beck
President & CEO

of Kentucky Venues
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Mill Creek

Veterinary Center
1820 Campbellsville Hwy.
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7a.m.-12 p.m. CT Sat.

270-932-5000

www.facebook.com/MillCreekVeterinaryCenter

Ange Olt, DVM
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Ear, Nose, and Throat Pediatrics

Emergency Services Podiatry

Rehabilitation Services
Sleep Medicine
Surgical Services
Internal Medicine Associates Taylor Regional Women

Laboratory Services for Women

Wishing
everyone a
Healthy, Happy
New Year!

Let’s start the year on a healthier note

As we step into the New Year, it’s natural to reffect on our lives and think about
the changes we’d like to make. For many, this is the perfect time to focus on
health and well-being.
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We offer a wide variety of specialties
and services at Taylor Regional Hospital

The Women’s Center

at TRH

The Vein Center

Tiger Health Clinic

TRH Outpatient Pharmacy

TRH Specialty Physicians
and Diagnostic Center

Urology
Wound Care
Eagles Nest

#changinghealthcare
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