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If  you don’t  l ike 
the temperature in 
Kentucky just wait, 
it will change some-
t i m e s   w i t h i n  t h e 
h o u r !    K e n t u c k y 
weather is very vola-
tile. I  have seen a 
60° drop within just 
a few hours. As long 
as plants are dor-
mant, normally no 
harm is done unless 
we receive extremely 
cold temperatures. 
However, if they have 
b r o k e n  d o r m a n c y 
that is another story. 

N e w l y  e m e r g e d 
leaves are very sus-
ceptible to being dam-
aged when tempera-

tures fall below freez-
ing. These leaves will 
be shriveled, brown or 
black. The damaged 
leaf will often be limp. 
Eventually, these dam-
aged leaves tend to fall 
from the tree or shrub. 

  There is no way 
to protect a tall tree 
from cold damage. 
If the tree is small, 
I have  wrapped row 
covers around it. I 
have done the same 
to protect shrubs. If 
you can’t cover  the 
tree due to size, or 
simply fail to do so, 
trees and shrubs can 
leaf out again. If they 
are otherwise healthy, 
it should be within a 
few weeks. My weep-
ing willow is a great 
example of this. It is 
one of the first trees 
to leaf out. It usu-
al ly  gets  damaged 
each year and has 

to  regrow its leaves. 
To help your tem-

pera ture  s t r e s sed 
trees during the rest 
of the year, water dur-
ing dry  conditions. 
Doing so will  help 
the trees if they have 
been planted within 
3-5 years. If it got so 
cold that branch die-
back occurred, prune 
out the dead growth. 
It is not recommend-
ed to add fertilizer to 
these damaged trees 
or shrubs until after 
the damage of freez-
ing temperatures has 
passed. If you  fertil-
ize right afterward, 
it may lead to a flush 
of growth just to have 
it damaged again by 
the cold temperatures. 
Even though we have 
had glimpses of spring, 
realistically we are 
just in  the first half 
of winter. Also, a late 

April freeze is sadly 
fairly common. Don’t 
be fooled by our Ken-
t u c k y  w e a t h e r ! 

Hunters harvest-
ed 145,433 deer in 
K e n t u c k y  d u r i n g 
the 2025-26 season, 
the fifth-highest re-
ported total in his-
tory and 3,000 above 
the 10-year average.

The recently com-
pleted 136-day season 
was noteworthy for a 
newly expanded Octo-
ber youth-only season, 
impressive success 
of hunters on public 
land, and a high per-
centage of harvested 
bucks estimated to be 
2½ years old or older.

B u t  d o e  h a r -
ves t  goa l s,  a imed 
a t  m a i n t a i n i n g  a 
healthy and quality 
herd, were not met.

“In many ways, it 
was a great deer sea-
son – almost 105,000 
hunters were success-
ful in taking at least 
one  deer, walk ing 
away with meat in the 
freezer, some with a 
rack for the wall and all 
stories to tell friends 
and family,” said Joe 
McDermott, deer pro-
gram coordinator for 
the  Kentucky  De-
partment of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources.

“We are looking to 
substantially increase 
the female harvest 
over time, ” he said.

OVERALL HAR-
VEST: The 145,433 
total is less than last 
season’s 149,868 deer, 
which was the second 
only to the 155,730 
taken in 2015. But 
this season’s total is 
well above the 10-year 
average of 142,412.

M E T H O D  O F 
TAKE: The season be-
gan 30 minutes before 
sunrise Sept. 6, 2025 

and came to a close 30 
minutes after sundown 
on Jan. 19, 2026. The 
vast majority of deer 
were harvested dur-
ing the 16-day modern 
gun season, Nov. 8-23, 
2025. In all, 72 per-
cent of deer were killed 
with modern guns, 11 
percent with bows, 10 
percent with cross-
bows and 6 percent 
with muzzleloaders.

IN-STATE HUNT-
ERS: Kentucky resi-
dents accounted for 80 
percent of successful 
hunters, while non-
residents accounted 
for 15 percent. That 
breakdown has been 
consistent over the 
last decade. The other 
5 percent were either 
unknown or youth.

PUBLIC LANDS: 
Nearly 7,400 deer - 
about 5 percent of 
the reported harvest 
- were taken on public 
lands, second only to 
the previous season’s 
7,767 deer. The state-
maintained Wildlife 
Management Areas 
(WMAs) with the high-
est figures were Pea-
body (574), Taylors-
ville Lake (239), Green 
River  Lake  (234) , 
Clay (210) and Bar-
ren River Lake (192). 

BUCK AGES: Of 
male deer harvested, 
69 .5  percent  were 
estimated to be 2½ 

years old or older, 21 
percent were year-
lings and 9.5 percent 
were  male  fawns.

BY REGION: The 
Bluegrass Region ac-
counted for 28 percent 
of the harvest, followed 
by the Green River 
Region at 27 percent, 
the Southeast Region 
at 18 percent, the Pur-
chase Region at 14 per-
cent and the Northeast 
Region at 12 percent.

TOP TEN COUN-
TIES: For the fifth 
time in seven seasons, 
Hardin County fin-
ished with the high-
est harvest with 3,543 
d e e r,  f o l l o w e d  b y 
Breckinridge (3,090), 
Chr is t ian  (2 ,998) , 
Hart (2,814), Graves 
(2,698), Shelby (2,692), 
Washington (2,662), 
Pendleton (2,642), Nel-
son (2,590) and Hop-
kins (2,484) counties.

EARLY YOUTH 
SEASON: This season, 
the October early youth 
firearms season ex-
panded from two days 
to nine days, Oct. 11-
Oct. 19, 2025. McDer-
mott said youth killed 
5,645 deer during those 
nine days, an increase 
of approximately 2,000 
deer from previous two-
day totals. But that 
increase was offset by 
a reduction of about 
1,500 deer harvested 
in the overlapping two-

day muzzleloader sea-
son (Oct. 18-19). Un-
usually warm weather 
may have played a 
part, but it’s also like-
ly that adult hunt-
ers elected to sit with 
youth rather than hunt 
themselves, he said.

EARLY CWD SEA-
SON: Hunters took 
576 deer taken during 
a special two-day, ant-
lerless-only firearms 
season established 
Sept. 27-28, 2025 in the 
14 counties that made 
up Kentucky’s Chron-
ic Wasting Disease 
Surveillance Zones 
at that time, partly 
to obtain samples to 
be tested for CWD.

DOE HARVEST: 
Only 43.5 percent of 
deer harvested were 
female. Wildlife offi-
cials want more does 
harvested in the state’s 
51 Zone 1 counties to 
reduce deer popula-
tions there and in the 
35 Zone 2 counties to 
maintain their current 
populations. Of Ken-
tucky’s four deer zones, 
Zone 1 has the highest 
deer densities while 
Zone 4 has the lowest.

This year, Fish and 
Wildlife set doe har-
vest goals for Zone 1 
and Zone 2 counties, 
but only one county – 
Simpson – met its goal. 
Eleven other counties 
met 80 to 90 percent of 
the department’s goals.

McDermott  sa id 
wildlife officials are 
discussing ways to in-
crease doe harvest. 
More than 20 counties 
are expected to be re-
assigned to different 
zones to encourage 
more doe harvest in the 
2026-27 deer season.

An overabundance 
of deer can result in 
increased deer-vehicle 
collisions and damage to 
agricultural crops and 
expensive landscaping. 
It can also increase 
the spread of tick-born 
and other diseases and 
lead to smaller body 
sizes and antlers due 
to competition for food.

“When there are 
fewer deer on the land-
scape, the remaining 
animals are better able 
to reach their full poten-
tial,” McDermott said.

HUNTER SUC-
CESS: Of the 104,595 
successful deer hunt-
ers, 74 percent took 
only one deer, less than 
43 percent took a doe 
and less than 3 per-
cent filled their stan-
dard four-deer permit 
allotment, said Tommy 
Apostolopoulos, deer 
program biologist .

As a reminder, hunt-
ers who take more deer 
than they need can do-
nate a deer to Kentucky 
Hunters for the Hun-
gry or Boone Broth-
ers, two organizations 
working together to 
fight food insecurity.

Note: Hunters can 
view the online Har-
vest Results page for in-
depth statistics based 
on county, hunting 
method, year and more.
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What is Being 
Done to Protect 

Employees

The Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission 
and OSHA set limits 
on exposure to ra-
don in the workplace.

In mines, one of the 
most dangerous areas 
for radon exposure, fea-
tures have been added 
to lower radon levels. 
For uranium miners, 
millers, and trans-
porters who have cer-
tain health problems 

as a result of exposure 
during atmospheric 
nuclear weapons tests 
or while employed in 
the uranium indus-
try during the Cold 
War arsenal build-up 
from 1945 to 1962, 
the U.S. government 
has established the 
Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act .

It is important to 
point out that Ken-
tucky is one of the 
unhealthiest states 
in our nation, but a 

few healthy lifestyle 
choices could change 
this. First, eat smaller 
proportioned helpings 
of nutritious foods. 
Second, exercis ing 
about 30 minutes per 
day. Third, avoid the 
use of tobacco prod-
ucts. Finally, make 
sure  you get  your 
needed prevent ive 
screenings. Visit our 
website at www.LCD-
HD.org to learn more.
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