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Pierce Community Ministries continues to grow

DALE CURRY
STAFF WRITER

Pierce Community
Ministries, a local
faith-based addiction
recovery facility, has
been open for almost
two months and they
already have three
people who are part
of their recovery pro-
gram.

The director is Dan-
iel Melton from Corbin,
Kentucky. The Board
of Directors consists
of Tony Corbin, Rick
Penick and Daniel
Swarey.

All the residents are
men. Oneislocal, while
one is from southeast-
ern Kentucky and one
is from out of state.
The facility is only
open for adult men and
they recommend that
residents stay at least
nine months and up to
one year.

“One of the men has
been here 36 days (as
of February 5, 2026)
and his main problem
was alcohol,” Penick
said.

Melton added that
another resident has
been there for 35 days
(again, as of February
5), and his addiction is
to meth and other sub-
stances.

The third resident
has been there for
about two weeks.

According to Penick,
they are seeing God at
work in the lives of
the residents in many
ways, including two of
them professing their
faith in Jesus Christ
and being baptized.

Another resident
was there for a very
short time but he
needed some medi-
cal attention and be-
cause Pierce Commu-
nity Ministries is not
equipped to handle
those situations, he

Daniel Melton is the Di-
rector at Pierce Commu-
nity Ministries, a faith-
based recovery program
located in the old Pierce
Elementary School.

Now that they’ve
had residents for about
amonthandahalf,they
admit that there have
been a few setbacks
but that the blessings
have overwhelmed
those setbacks.

The facility had
planned to open De-
cember 15, 2025 and
about that same time,
the previous director
needed to return to
Arkansas.

“That was scary for
us,” Penick said. “We
hadalreadyannounced
that we were opening
and the first director

left. I texted Daniel
(Melton) that very day
and told him what had
happened. He volun-
teered to come spend
the weekend with us
justtostandinthe gap.
He showed up and the
very next day, he said
‘T’d love to help y’all.
God knew what He
was doing the whole
time.”

Melton had worked
at a similar facility
in southeastern Ken-
tucky. He had served
at Anchored Ministry
as a resident assistant
where he led small
groups, Bible study as
well as being an all-
around Mr. Fix It. He
also served as pastor
of a church part of that
time.

“We know the guys
come in here broken,”
Melton said. “We love
on them until they
are able to love them-
selves.”

Another setback
they encountered was
that they were not able
to heat the gymnasium
like they had antici-
pated. So, for now, they
have closed that off.

“Wecanputinaheat-
ing unit that will heat

it the way we thought

we could,” Penick said.
“But that will cost mon-
ey and we are waiting
to do that.”

Penick and Melton
agreed that the bless-
ings have far out-
weighed the setbacks.

“God is better than
we ever imagined,”
Penick said. “It is
amazing to see how
quickly the change (in
residents) can happen.
They are cleaning, tak-
ing care of one another
and loving on other
people who come in.”

Melton echoed those
sentiments, saying
“Just getting to be part
of this program is a
blessing.”

They still hope that
eventually the pro-
gram will grow, indi-
cating that the ideal
number of residents is
10-12 people.

“We are always look-
ing for the next person
to be here,” Penick said.

He also said that
in addition to needing
more residents, they
would like to have more
community supportbut
was quick to point out
that some women in lo-
cal churches and com-
munities have stepped
up in their support by
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was transferred to an- A room at Pierce Community Ministries is dedicated for Bible study and
small group discussion time as part of the recovery process.

other facility.

providing food three
times a week. Usually,
enough food is brought
in to last two days with

new food arriving the
next day.

See Pierce, page 8A
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CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAYS

Valuable Prizes
will be given away
Saturday, February 28

Enter to win each time
you visit Block City

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN.

Many more unadvertised prizes will be given away

Register to win

FREE

PIZZAS &5
WAL 52 PIZZAS
HFFON - ONEEVERY WEEK ~

Winners will be posted on Facebook, in-store
and in the Record-Herald

Thanks for making 2025
a great year for Block City

Gift Certificates Available
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Grocery & Hardware
Hwy. 218 e Pierce e Store

Grocery 270-565-5111 @ Hardware 270-565-5100
Open 5 a.m.-9 p.m. CT Mon. Sat.; 8 a.m.-9 p.m. CT Sun.
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Above all in SERVICE™- since 1925

Insurance’

Byron Smith and the Smith-Altman staff, from left, Matt McDonald,
Haley Underwood, Byron Smith, Makayla Simmons, and Shelly Gribbins

Avoid car insurance
rate hikes

Ask me about the ERIE Rate Lock® feature today

Rates subject to change if you add or remove a vehicle, add or remove a driver, or change your address or the place you usually park your car. ERIE Rate Lock does not guarantee continued insurance coverage.
Not available in all states. Limited to three years in Virginia. Insured must meet applicable underwriting guidelines. Premium may change if you make a policy change.
Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co., and Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Insurance Co. of New York Rochester, NY), Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and product details.

309 E 1st STREET - CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY - 270-465-4218

with ERIE home, life,
5] Dbusiness, auto, motorcycle,
boat, and RV insurance.

SMITH-ALTMAN INSURANCE

SAJ INSURANCE GROUP, LLC

Byron Smith




