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The fifth week of the 
2026 Regular Session 
marked steady prog-
ress in the Kentucky 
Senate as we passed 
the one-third point of 
this 60-day session. 
Much of our work this 
week reflected a clear 
focus on education, ac-
countability, and long-
term planning, pri-
orities that will shape 
Kentucky’s future well 
beyond this session.

Education is one 
of the Senate’s pri-
mary areas of focus 
this session. In fact, 
six of the Senate’s top 
ten priority bills ad-
dress education policy, 
with an emphasis on 
governance, transpar-
ency, leadership, and 
responsible steward-

ship of public resources.
This week, the Sen-

ate passed Senate Bill 
(SB) 1, legislation I 
sponsored to modern-
ize governance in Ken-
tucky’s largest and 
most complex school 
districts. As districts 
grow in size and com-
plexity, it is critical 
that roles and respon-
sibilities are clearly 
defined. SB 1 clarifies 
the authority of local 
boards of education 
and superintendents, 
strengthening account-
ability while preserv-
ing local control. The 
bill now moves to the 
House of Representa-
tives for consideration.

The Senate also 
passed SB 3, another 
priority education mea-
sure focused on improv-
ing transparency in lo-
cal school district bud-
geting. Together, these 
bills work in tandem to 
reinforce sound gover-
nance and ensure the 
public has greater con-
fidence in how educa-

tion decisions are made.
Education priorities 

also advanced in com-
mittee this week. SB 
4, which establishes a 
structured, statewide 
leadership develop-
ment program for new 
school principals, and 
SB 2, which addresses 
fairness and balance 
in educator compensa-
tion, both moved for-
ward. These measures 
reflect a continued com-
mitment to supporting 
educators while ensur-
ing clear standards and 
responsible oversight.

 
The Senate’s work 

this week also included 
action on several mea-
sures addressing broad-
er statewide needs.

SB 9, another desig-
nated priority bill, was 
filed to support hous-
ing growth across Ken-
tucky. The bill would 
provide new tools for 
local governments and 
developers to partner 
on infrastructure and 
redevelopment, to low-

er housing costs and ac-
celerate construction. 
While not yet passed, 
it  reflects ongoing 
work to address hous-
ing needs statewide.

SB 5 passed the Sen-
ate, making it easier 
for schools to purchase 
fresh Kentucky grown 
food by streamlining 
procurement require-
ments that have slowed 
farm to school programs. 
The bill supports stu-
dent health, strength-
ens local agriculture, 
and aligns with broader 
efforts to improve long 
term health outcomes.

 
O t h e r  b i l l s  a p -

proved by the Sen-
ate this week include:

 
SB 48, which up-

dates Kentucky’s re-
entry supervision laws 
to strengthen account-
ability and improve 
transparency as eligi-
ble nonviolent offend-
ers transition back 
into the community.

 

SB 73, which ex-
p a n d s  K e n t u ck y ’s 
home-based processor 
law to allow small pro-
ducers to make and sell 
tallow-based cosmetic 
products, such as soaps 
and balms. The bill sup-
ports local entrepre-
neurship while main-
taining existing health 
and safety standards.

 
SB 102, which al-

lows experienced re-
tired Kentucky State 
Police officers to return 
to service within a de-
fined timeframe, help-
ing retain expertise and 
support public safety.

 
SB 132, which gives 

loca l  governments 
clearer authority to reg-
ulate massage therapy 
businesses and increas-
es penalties for operat-
ing without a license. 
The measure is aimed 
at improving public 
safety and enforce-
ment at the local level.

 
B u d g e t  u p d a t e

The House of Repre-
sentatives has not yet 
finalized or delivered 
its budget proposal 
to the Senate. While 
a placeholder bill has 
been filed, it must still 
complete the full House 
process before the Sen-
ate can formally take 
it up. In the meantime, 
we have begun review-
ing documents and pre-
paring comparisons to 
guide the work ahead. 
There is still significant 
work to be done, and I 
will continue to keep 
you informed as the 
process moves forward.

 
As always, it is an 

honor to serve you in 
Frankfort. If you have 
questions or ideas, feel 
free to contact my of-
fice at (502)-564-8100 
or email me at David.
Givens@kylegislature.
gov. You can learn more 
about bills, committees, 
and the work of the 
Kentucky General As-
sembly by visiting www.
l eg i s la ture .ky.gov. 
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With just 38 days 
remaining in the 2026 
Regular Session, law-
makers have officially 
crossed the one-third 
mark. The pace has 
only accelerated as 
committees continue 
to meet, bills move 
through the legislative 
process, and work on 
the state budget re-
mains front and center. 
These final weeks are 
critical, as decisions 
made now will shape 
Kentucky ’s  pr ior i -
ties for years to come.

 The Capitol Annex 
has also been packed 
as Kentuckians from 
across the Common-
wealth traveled to 
Frankfort to share 
their perspectives, ad-
vocate for issues im-
portant to their com-
munities, and take 
part in the legislative 
process. From farmers 
and veterans to stu-
dents, educators, and 
small business own-
ers, these voices play 
a big role in our work 
and remind lawmak-
ers who we serve. As 
the session moves into 
its next phase, working 
with stakeholders like 
them will remain key 
as we work to deliver 
responsible solutions 
for Kentucky’s future.

 
In the meantime, 

here are several of the 
bills that cleared the 
House this week and 
are now in the Sen-
ate for consideration:

HB 4 would define 
and criminalize behav-
ior commonly referred 
to as grooming. Un-
der provisions of HB 
4, grooming refers to 
the manipulative and 
deceptive process by 
which a predator builds 
a relationship with 
a vulnerable person, 
such as a child, to gain 
trust and access for 
abuse or exploitation.

 
HB 103 would clar-

ify that local govern-
ments may vote to 

opt out of state water 
fluoridation programs.

 
HB 143 would re-

quire a fiduciary bond 
ordered by a court to 
be signed by the fi-
duciary in the pres-
ence of a notary pub-
lic rather than before 
the clerk of the court.

 
H B  1 6 4  w o u l d 

modernize how state 
law defines hearing 
aids and increase the 
amount covered by 
both public and pri-
vate health insurance 
plans from $1,400 to 
$2,500. The measure 
also includes stan-
dards for services of-
fered within a network 
required by an insurer 
or plan administrator.

 
HB 169 would re-

move BMI, commonly 
known as body mass 
index, from treatment 
standards used by 
health insurance plans 
marketed in Kentucky, 
ensuring that care deci-
sions are based on clini-
cal need rather than 
an arbitrary numeri-
cal threshold. Instead, 
the bill outlines factors 
such as eating behav-
iors and the need for 
support interventions 
that should be used to 
determine the medical 

necessity of treatment.
 
HB 188 would ex-

pand the scope of 
third-degree assault 
to include healthcare 
workers in jails, peni-
tentiaries, and local 
or state correctional 
or detention facilities.

 
HB 189 would pro-

hibit a person from sit-
ting, kneeling, reclining, 
standing, or remaining 
physically stationary in 
any portion of a state-
maintained right-of-
way not designated for 
pedestrian use, with 
a few exceptions. Vio-
lators would be fined 
between $20 and $100 
for each offense, as out-
lined in Kentucky law.

 
HB 194 would estab-

lish a formal definition 
for cigar bars to ensure 
these establishments 
are recognized for their 
unique contributions 
to Kentucky’s hospital-
ity and retail sectors. 
Under the measure, a 
cigar bar must gener-
ate at least 25% of its 
annual gross income 
from the sale of ci-
gars, pipe tobacco, and 
related accessories.  

 
HB 212 would ex-

pand access to routine 
animal health care by 

authorizing Kentucky-
licensed veterinary 
technicians to adminis-
ter rabies vaccinations 
to dogs, cats, and ferrets, 
under the direct super-
vision of a veterinarian 
who is on the premises.

 
HB 258 would mod-

ernize transportation 
rules for dairy farmers 
by  allowing vehicles 
weighing up to 90,000 
pounds and transport-
ing fluid milk from a 
farm to the first mar-
ket to operate on any 
state highway, with a 
10% weight tolerance.

 
H B  3 1 4  w o u l d 

strengthen account-
ability of Kentucky-
Wired, the taxpayer-
funded program that 
allows internet service 
providers to connect to 
critical infrastructure 
and expand broad-
band access across 
Kentucky’s counties, 
especially in rural and 
underserved communi-
ties. The bill transfers 
administrative control 

of KentuckyWired to 
the Commonwealth 
Office of Technology, 
the agency that al-
ready provides tech-
nology support for all 
of state government.

 
HB 387 would add a 

licensed equine veteri-
narian and a licensed 
livestock veterinar-
ian—both of whom 
prescribe and dispense 
scheduled drugs—to 
the Controlled Sub-
stances Prescribing 
Council, ensuring the 
veter inary  pro fes -
sion has a meaningful 
voice in discussions 
and decisions that di-
rectly affect their work.

 
HB 393  would ad-

dress the critical need 
for early detection and 
diagnosis of Alzheim-
er’s disease and related 
dementias. Specifically, 
the proposal would re-
quire the Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Related 
Disorders (ADRD) Ad-
visory Council to devel-
op, implement, and dis-

seminate a health care 
provider toolkit on early 
detection and diagnosis. 

 
HB 398 would clarify 

existing law to ensure 
the costs of decom-
missioning coal-fired 
plants can be recovered 
throughout the life of 
the plant, rather than 
at the end of the facil-
ity’s life after misinter-
pretation by the Public 
Service Commission.

 
H B  4 1 9   w o u l d 

strengthen firefighter 
representation on the 
Kentucky Fire Com-
mission and expand 
access to lifesaving 
cancer  screenings.

 
As always, I can 

be reached anytime 
through the toll-free 
message line in Frank-
fort at 1-800-372-7181. 
You can also contact 
me via email at Ryan.
Bivens@kylegislature.
gov  and keep track 
through the Kentucky 
legislature’s website 
at  legislature.ky.gov.
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