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CL I P ’N SAV E

CALL 803-341-4363
to discuss painting when the weather makes it possible

Thomas is looking forward to improving 
the appearance and the value 

and extending the life of your property.

Th e Riley 
Family has been 

doing high-quality, 
aff ordable painting 

of barn roofs, 
buildings 

and homes 
for 30  years.Thomas Riley is shown with 

Dad, Pat Riley and son Brayden
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Examples of Riley’s painting 
in Central Kentucky

Taylor County 
Tire Sales

1636 New Columbia Road, Campbelllsville

270-465-8176
Monday-Friday 7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m. ET

Built in the USA with legendary toughness 
and comfort that lasts.

Built to work as hard as you!
S  1897

Workboots and Shoes

This message paid for by the City of GreensburgABC Regulatory Fee

Drinking and driving can take away 
everything that matters most to you...

your freedom, your job, 
your reputation, your future 

and even your life. 
Make a commitment to yourself and 

others to drive sober this season.

Hold On To What Matters

HAND OVER
YOUR KEYS.
HAND OVER
YOUR KEYS.

Hold On To What Matters

Raising Hope, 
partners 
offering 
safety 

demonstra-
tions, health 
screenings
  Farmer apprecia-

tion and a focus on 
farmers’ health will 
be the  mission for 
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
(KDA) Raising Hope, 
Safety, Health, and 
Rescue Program at the 
60th National Farm 
M a c h i n e r y  S h o w.

The show, set for Feb. 
11-14 at the Kentucky 
Exposition Center in 
Louisville, is the coun-
try’s largest indoor 
farm show with more 
than 900 vendors. It 
brings thousands out 
to see the most com-
plete selection of cut-
ting-edge agricultural 
products, equipment, 
and services available 
in the farming industry.

K D A’ s  R a i s i n g 
Hope, a program that 
focuses on farm safety, 
farmer's health, and 
farm rescue, is using 
the popularity of the 
show to get a message 
to farmers and their 
families. In addition 
to farm safety exhibits 
and rescue exhibits, 
Raising Hope is part-
nering with several 
agencies to offer health 
and safety services 
and information to 
help farmers and agri-
cultural producers re-
main at their physical 
best, Commissioner 
of Agriculture Jona-
than Shell announced.

“ H e a l t h y  f a r m -
ers, both physically 
and mentally, means 
healthier farms,” Com-
missioner Shell said. 
“For years, KDA has 
offered world-class 
safety and rescue 
demonstrations. Now, 
with our Raising Hope 
program, we can also 
focus on the health 
aspect of our agricul-
ture producers. Add-
ing health screenings 

during the National 
Farm Machinery Show 
allows us to fulfill our 
mission and promise of 
advocating for healthy 
farming communities.”

In partnership with 
the MASH (Mobile 
Agriculture Safety 
Health) Team, Rais-
ing Hope is helping 
farmers and agricul-
tural producers focus 
on health. Available 
health screenings 
will include those for 
blood sugar, blood 
pressure, cholesterol, 
hearing, and carotid 
artery. There will also 
be resources avail-
able for mental well-
being and general 
health education. The 
health screenings will 
be available 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. EST each day.

This year’s show will 
feature KDA employees 
demonstrating safety 
around farm equip-
ment including trac-
tors, Power Take Off 
(PTO), Rollover Protec-
tive Structure (ROPS), 
and more. Grain bin 
rescue methods and ac-
cident prevention will 
also be demonstrated, 
along with information 
about “Share the Road” 
safety and signage.

Partnerships for this 
year’s show include 
Southeast Center for 
Agricultural Health 
and Injury Preven-
tion, Appalachian Re-
gional Healthcare, KY 
Hears/Heuser Hear-
ing, and the Univer-
sity of Kentucky Mar-
tin-Gatton College 
of Agriculture, Food, 
and Environment. 

The health screen-
ings and health educa-
tion are components of 
the newly formed Di-
vision of Farm Safe-
ty & Rural Health, 
which was created to 
promote the physical 
and mental health 
and safety of Ken-
tucky’s farmers and 
farm families. Raising 
Hope, which joined 
forces with KDA’s 
Farm Safety program 
in 2025, is supported 
by appropriat ions 
from the Kentucky 
General  Assembly 
and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

KDA focus 
on farmers’ 

health, safety
at 2026

National Farm 
Machinery 

Show

Young people in-
terested in learning 
more about nature 
and spending time out-
doors may want to ap-
ply for Kentucky 4-H’s 
Natural  Resources 
and Environmental 
Sc iences  Academy. 
Applications are now 
open for the academy’s 
next group of scholars. 

The academy is a 
three-year program 
designed to increase 
young people’s aware-
ness and knowledge 
about the state’s natu-
ral environment. In 

the program, scholars 
receive hands-on in-
struction from natural 
resource profession-
als about the area’s 
water, forests, ento-
mology and wildlife. 
They learn about Ken-
tucky’s natural diver-
sity in some of its most 
beautiful locations.  

Applications will 
be available through 
April 1 and are open 
to current fifth-grad-
ers who will be sixth-
grade students when 
the academy begins 
meeting in the fall 
of 2026. If selected, 
youth must make a 
three-year commit-
ment to the program. 
Participation is limit-
ed to 25 new first-year 
members, so don’t de-
lay getting registered 

if you are interested.
Scholars meet each 

fall at UK’s J.M. Felt-
ner  Memorial  4 -H 
Camp near London 
for a two-day experi-
ence in September and 
take quarterly one-day 
field trips in the win-
ter, spring and summer 
at various locations 
across the state. Fami-
lies are responsible for 
providing transporta-
tion. The program cost 
is $175/year, that cov-
ers lodging and meals 
for the fall retreat and 
programming cost for 
the one-day events. 
Partial and full scholar-
ships may be available.

Youth will partici-

pate in a variety of in-
vestigations including 
stream sampling, for-
est measurement, wild-
life observation and 
insect collection. Youth 
will also visit various 
natural areas such as 
Lost River Cave, Sala-
to Wildlife Education 
Center, Minor E. Clark 
Fish Hachery, Pine 
Mountain Settlement 
School, Robinson For-
est and the University 
of Kentucky’s campus.

For more informa-
tion or to get an appli-
cation, contact Green 
County  Extens ion 
Agent for 4-H Youth 
Development, Sue Ann 
Loyall at 270-932-5311.

Green County 
Extension Agent 

for 4-H Youth 
Development

Sue Ann 
McCandless

Adventure awaits with 4-H:
Fifth grade students may apply now

University of 
Kentucky

Kara Back

Horticulture 
Agent

February  i s  the 
perfect time to start 
thinking about prun-
ing. It is often cold, but 
the cold temperatures 
ensure the plants you 
are pruning are still 
dormant. Waiting un-
til March causes you to 
run the risk of warm 
weather causing plants 
to break dormancy.

E a r l y  f l o w e r i n g 
trees and shrubs need 
to be pruned at a later 
time of the year. If you 
prune them in Febru-
ary, you will be cut-
ting off their beautiful 
flowers! Prune lilacs, 
forsythias, snowball 
bushes, etc. after they 
have completed bloom-
ing. The general rule 
is if it blooms before 
June, prune after flow-
ering. If it blooms af-
ter June, prune late 
winter/early spring.

When pruning, cut 
no more than 1/3 of 
the height of the plant. 
I will cut out any dead 

branches, branches 
that are rubbing to-
gether, and branches 
that are growing in-
ward. This will help 
airflow and make the 
shape of the tree or 
shrub more appealing. 
My cuts are always 
about ¼ inch above 
another growing point 
such as another branch 
or bud. If I take the 
cut back to the trunk, 
I never cut flush with 
the trunk. There is a lo-
cation where the trunk 
and branch join called 
the branch collar. This 
area has a high con-
centration of hormones 
and chemicals that al-
low the tree to seal off 
pruning wounds and 
help prevent decay 
from entering the tree. 
That is why you want to 
prune above this area. 
Do not paint a seal 
over the pruned area. 
If the tree is healthy, 
the branch collar will 
do its job just fine.

Go  ahead  today 
and mark a few days 
on your calendar to 
get pruning done this 
month. If you are like 
me, the longer you wait 
the busier the days 
get this time of year.

Pruning


