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Bivens’ Legislative update—
House approves bus safety, elections, ‘Food is Medicine’ bills
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corded passing a
school bus with a
deployed stop arm
and allow school

The second week of
February brought a
steady rhythm of work
in Frankfort, provid-
ing lawmakers the op-
portunity to consider a
growing number ofbills
while continuing the
careful task of crafting
the state budget. As of
Friday, February 13,
more than 600 House
bills and nearly 200
Senate bills had been
filed, reflecting the
wide range of priorities
and concerns voiced
by Kentuckians across
the Commonwealth.

The pace will only
quicken as key dead-
lines approach: March
4 marks the final day
fornew Housebillstobe
filed,and March 2isthe
deadline in the Senate.
As always, citizens can
follow the progress of
legislation, track bills,
and watch committee
meetings live by visit-
ing legislature.ky.gov.

Here are a handful
of the bills that cleared
the House this week:

HB 7 would allow
school districts to use
camera monitoring
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As we enter the sec-
ond half of the 2026
Legislative Session,
the pace in Frankfort
continues to pick up.
Committee meetings
are moving quickly,
floor debates are becom-
ing more frequent and
legislation is advancing
with greater urgency.
With more than 100
bills having passed at
least one chamber, the
Senateis making mean-
ingful progress on poli-
cies aimed at strength-
ening education, sup-
porting Kentucky fami-
lies and ensuring re-
sponsible governance.

This week in the Sen-
ate State and Local Gov-
ernment Committee, I
presented Senate Bill
(SB) 141 to modernize
Kentucky’s public no-
tice laws. For years, we
have seenrecurringten-
sion between protect-
ing transparency and
managing the taxpayer
cost of required publica-
tions. I encouraged the
Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, the Kentucky
League of Cities and
the Kentucky Associa-
tion of Counties to work
together on a solution.

SB 141 reflects that
agreement. It clari-
fies which newspapers
qualify to publish no-
tices, sets objective
standards when more
than one paper serves
a community, updates
timelines, ensures fair
rates for public agencies
and expands statewide
online access at no cost
to taxpayers, all while
maintaining required
printpublication.I'men-
couraged by the collabo-
ration and support this
bill has received so far.

Inadditiontocommit-

districts to contract
with a private ven-
dor or manufacturer
to install, operate,
and maintain them.

HB 44 would estab-
lish a robotics program
trust fund in the State
Treasury to award
grants to programs
promoting hands on
learning, establishing
Community partner-
ships, highlighting
career opportunities,
and establishing con-
nections to manufac-
turing, machining, and
fabrication skills for
high school students.

HB 139 would
strengthen election
integrity and clarifies
key procedures. The
measure would allow
the State Board of
Elections to share data
with other government
agencies investigating
election offenses; re-
quire voting systems to
at least meet Election
Assistance standards;
and clarify candidate
filing requirements
for commonwealth’s
attorney races and
special elections.

HB 253 would phase
outtheuseofthe“three-
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Representative Ryan Bivens presents House Bill
313 on the House floor. The measure would al-
low cities to negotiate franchise agreements
closer to their expiration, which allows better
understanding of market conditions, utility per-
formance, and Community need.

cueing” reading meth-
od in Kentucky schools
and teacher prepara-
tion programs. The
bill would prohibit
three-cueing instruc-
tion by the 2029-2030
school year, instead
emphasizing an evi-
dence-based approach
built around five key
components: phonemic
awareness, phonics,
vocabulary, fluency,

and comprehension

HB 264 would up-
date existing statute
to clarify that if some-
one lists or advertises
a house, apartment, or
commercial property
for sale or rent with-
out actually owning it
or having permission
from the owner, the law
will assume they are
tryingtodeceivepeople.

HB 266 would add
speech language pa-
thology or audiology
license to the defini-
tion of eligible health-
care credential in the
statute governing
the healthcare work-
er investment fund

HB 305 would
strengthen proce-
dures around grand
jury proceedings by
extending the statute
of limitations appli-
cable for knowingly
recording the proceed-
ing or disclosing any
information gathered
while present during a
proceeding. The provi-
sions do not apply to
commonwealth’s at-
torneys, their staff, or
peace officers engaged
in their official duties.

HB 313 would mod-
ernize the timeline by
reducing the amount of
time required for noti-
fication when a city re-
news or re-sells a utili-
ty franchise agreement
from 18 to six months.
The update would al-
low cities to negotiate
franchise agreements
closer to their expi-
ration, which allows
better understanding
of market conditions,
utility performance,
and Community need.
I sponsored this bill
because it benefits
consumers when our
local governments
have the tools and

time necessary to get
the best deal possible.

HB 436 would allow
free greensfees at state
park golf courses to
veterans who graduate
from the PGA HOPE
program and one guest.

HB 459 would
strengthen Kentucky’s
health care workforce
by requiring licensing
boards to collect work-
forceparticipationdata
during license renew-
als, giving policymak-
ers clearer insight into
provider availability
and shortages. The bill
also allows the Ken-
tucky Board of Licen-
sure for Marriage and
Family Therapists to
grant licenses to quali-
fied applicants already
licensed in otherstates,
helping attract expe-
rienced professionals
while maintaining
high standards of care.

HB 508 would create
guidelines for private
companies who charge
a fee to help Kentucky
veterans access ben-
efits. The measure
would not impact the
free options available
through nonprofit vet-
erans’serviceorganiza-
tionsandwouldrequire
for-profit companies to
provide written notifi-
cation that there are
free services available.

See Bivens, page 5A

Ivens’ Update: Week six of the ‘26 Regular Session

tee hearings, the Senate approved
several bills on the floor this week.

SB 2 ensures administrator pay
increases do not exceed the average
percentage raise given to classroom
teachers within the same district.
The bill maintains existing waiver
flexibility while updating and clean-
ing up outdated statutory language.

SB 4 creates a statewide lead-
ership development program for
new principals beginning in the
2027-2028 school year. First- and
early-career principals would par-
ticipate in a structured practicum
focused on instructional leadership,
school safety and accountability,
with most costs covered by the state.

SB 45 protects agritourism and
working-animal operations from
unreasonable local regulations
while preserving existing health,
safety and animal welfare stan-
dards. The measure supports fam-
ily farms and rural economies.

SB 71 expands required train-

ing for local school board mem-
bers, with a focus on finance, eth-
ics, open meetings and superin-
tendent evaluation. The measure
strengthens oversight and pro-
motes greater consistency and ac-
countability in district governance.

SB 118 strengthens consumer
protections for credit personal prop-
erty insurance sold with closed-end
loans. It limits coverage terms, re-
quires clear disclosure, prohibits
cost-inflating practices and ensures
refunds of unearned premiums.

SB 136 streamlines unemploy-
ment insurance fraud procedures
by requiring suspected cases to be
referred directly to federal and lo-
cal authorities within 30 days. The
bill clarifies accountability and
protects due process standards.

SB 145 modernizes alcoholic
beverage cateringlaws and stream-
lines licensing at the Department
of Alcoholic Beverage Control.

See Givens, page 5A
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Senate President Pro Tempore David P. Givens,
R-Greensburg, presents Senate Bill 141, an act re-
lated to legal advertisements in Wednesday’s Sen-
ate Committee on State and Local Government
meeting.

Green County PVA wishes you a
Happy 65" Birthday

Dear Taxpayer:
Reaching the age of 65 comes with a few bendits. SAVING YOU MONEY

IS one where we are directly involved with. If you own your home; live in it;
maintain it; and reaching or already reached the age of 65, you may qualify
for the “Homestead Exemption”. Please contact our afice to see
If you qualify and make sure you are receiving this exemption.

Green County PVA
103 South 1st Street
Greensburg, KY 42743

Phone: (270) 932-7518
Fax: (270) 932-5412
Email: sean.curry@ky.gov




