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Liring to Sewe
FFA members serve

local farmers through
Ag Safety Day

By ANNA WARF
GC FFA REPORTER

“Learning to do, do-
ing to learn, earning
to live, living to serve”
is not just the FFA
motto; it is also how
FFA members across
the country strive to
live their lives. The
fourth and final line,
“living to serve,” was
recently demonstrated
by the Green County
FFA chapter during
their Ag Safety Day.

In May, Green
County FFA coordi-
nated with the Ken-
tucky Department of
Agriculture’s Rais-

ing Hope Foundation
to host “Dragons for
Life”, a farmer appre-
ciation and ag safety
day. Ag students and
FFA members set up
and presented numer-
ous common farming
accident scenarios,
explaining how to pro-
mote safety in each
situation. Green Coun-
ty phlebotomy stu-
dents provided health
screenings, which in-
cluded glucose checks,
blood pressure checks,
ete., to attendees. Two
local EMS employees
also presented “Stop
the Bleed” to the farm-
ers and ag student

volunteers. Lunch was
provided for farmers by
the Green County Cat-
tlemen's Association.
Green County FFA
also provided Ag Safety
Day t-shirts to attend-
ees and volunteers.

Breely Ervin, Green
County FFA Presi-
dent, commented on
the event and gave an
example of one of the
many skills shown
and taught through-
out the day. “During
the event, we got to
serve local farmers by
teaching them, along
with our peers, about
ag safety and how to
use a tourniquet prop-

ChalP
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erly,” said Ervin. Ervin
served as a student
volunteer throughout
the day and also pre-
sented at the tractor
PTO safety exhibit.

This day was
planned with the cen-
tral goal of promoting
safety in our local ag-
ricultural community
while letting each
participant know how
much we truly ap-
preciate them. Green
County FFA is proud to

Follow farm safety guidelines

Agriculture is rou-
tinely ranked among
the most dangerous
professions around the
world. Both the Na-
tional Safety Council
and the National Insti-
tute for Occupational
Safety and Health say
agriculture is one of
the most hazardous in-
dustries in the United
States. Farming opera-
tions continue to push
forward with more
mechanized and high-
tech equipment that re-
quires routine reviews
of safety protocols.

According to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics
and NIOSH, the agri-
cultural sector recorded
a fatal injury rate of ap-
proximately18.6deaths
per 100,000 workers in
2023. Transportation
incidents, notably trac-
torrollovers,remainthe
leading cause of death.
Furthermore, recent re-
ports from the National
Children’s Center for
Rural and Agricultural
Health and Safety indi-
cate that a child dies in
an agriculture-related
incident in the United
States approximately
every three days, which
underscores the need to
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prioritize farm safety
across all age groups.

Ensuring safe work-
ing conditions is vital
within the agricultural
sector. These guide-
lines can set the course
for safer farming work.

¢ Rollover Protective
Structure (ROPS): The
most effective lifesav-
er on a farm is ROPS.
When combined with
seatbelt use, ROPSis 99
percent effective in pre-
venting death during a
tractor overturn. ROPS
are roll bars or roll cag-
es fitted for wheel- and
track-type tractors,
says Penn State Exten-
sion. Modern guidelines
indicate that all ma-
chinery should be fitted
with updated guarding
to prevent entangle-
ment accidents, which
are often caused by
Power Take-Off shafts.

e Respiratory pro-
tection: Grain bins and
silos can pose signifi-
cant risks on a farm.
This includes toxic air
exposure as well as the
risk for engulfment.
High-profile incidents
in 2023 illustrated the
threat that oxygen-lim-
iting silos can pose after
deadly carbon dioxide
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concentrations form.
Risk of suffocation also
is great in a grain bin if
a person is engulfed by
grain. Workers should
never work in a bin
alone and should utilize
alockout/tagout system
to ensure that all au-
gers are off before entry.

® Chemicals and bi-
ological hazards: High-
potency pesticides and
fertilizers create their
own hazards on the
farm. Personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE)
is a must when working
with chemicals. Most
modern standards re-
quire proper ventila-
tion,chemical-resistant
glovesanddedicatedeye
protection to prevent
acute poisoning and
long-termhealthissues.

¢ Hearing protection:
Exposure to the sounds
of farm machinery and
other equipment can
result in tinnitus (ring-
ing in the ears) and
eventual hearing loss
unless hearing protec-
tion is worn regularly.
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e Fatigue and men-
tal health: Mental and
physical fatigue of farm
workers can result in
injury as well. A critical
trend uncovered in re-
cent agricultural safety
research ultimately led
researchers to conclude
that “fatigue manage-
ment” needs to be pri-
oritized, according to
the United States De-
partment of Agricul-
ture. Tired operators
can be vulnerable to
lapse-of-attention er-
rors, so farmers are en-
couraged to implement
scheduled breaks. The
Rural Health Infor-
mation Hub says that
stress also is a big fac-
tor for farmers. Envi-
ronmental factors such
as drought, floods, wild-
fires, pests, and diseas-
es, as well as long hours
and financial concerns,
can result in feelings of
isolation and frustra-
tion. Stress is a known
precursor to physical
accidents on the farm.

These are just some
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serveourlocal farmers.

FFA members gave
presentations to farm-
ers as they came by
about various common
farming accidents and
how to prevent them.
This exhibit was about
tractor rollover safety.

Local EMS present-
ed “Stop the Bleed”.
Ag students and at-
tending farmers got
to take part in a sim-
ulation, testing their
knowledge and skills,

g tractor safety to FFA mem-

after the presentation

Ag students and
FFA members pre-
pare before the event.
Here, they are setting
up a PTO safety ex-
hibit and finalizing
their presentation.

Phlebotomy stu-
dents provided health
screenings to the
attendees. This in-
cluded blood pres-
sure checks, glucose
checks, and various
similar procedures.

Congratulations
to our FFA
Greenhands!

Baylee Bishop
Cayden Cecil
Emilee Davenport
Jayelyn Davis
Marlee Dickens
Brailea Hunley
Tanner Jewell
Jaxon Mackie
Daniel Manning
Trenton Milby
Kimber Morgan
Isaac Moss
John-Connor Pannell
Hunter Pierce
Chloe Reed
McCarthy Sullivan
Lilly Taylor
Kylie Turcotte

Steven Bowles,

a FFA alumnus,
salutes GCHS FFA for
an outstanding year.

Best to all as you
prepare for
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