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Carsen Thompson — A self-made entrepreneur

CLEVIS JEFFRIES
STAFF WRITER

Carsen Thompson has
an immense interest in ag-
riculture and FFA.

His interest was sparked
by his growing up on a farm
just like past generations
of his family and being in-
volved in various aspects of
agriculture, including com-
peting in a number of cattle
shows.

Thompson said, “I de-
veloped an interest in FFA
due to having shown cattle
at county fairs and the Ken-
tucky State Fair.”

His love for FFA revolved
around a shared interest in
agriculture.

He said, “I liked being in
FFA because it shares the
same interest that I have for
agriculture.”

During his high school
years as a member of the
Green County FFA Chap-
ter, Thompson served as a
committee chair during his
junior year and was actively
involved in a variety of proj-
ects.

Through the National
FFA Organization, Thomp-
son was honored, being a
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Carsen Thompson stands beside the awards he received for being named the 2024 State
Star in Agribusiness, 2024 State Winner in Agricultural Mechanics Repair and Main-
tenance in Entrepreneurship Proficiency and the 2025 State Winner in Agricultural
Sales in Entrepreneurship Proficiency.

recipient of Supervised Ag-
ricultural Experience (SAE)
Project Grants.

In 2024, his accolades
included winning two state
awards and in 2025, win-
ning a state award as well
as receiving his American

FFA Degree, the highest
degree an FFA member can
receive.

Thompson’s experiences
in FFA have afforded him
the opportunity to start
his own business, Caves
Branch Implement.

The young entrepreneur
sells salvaged farm equip-
ment parts online to cus-
tomers across the United
States and other countries.

He has been operating
his business for approxi-
mately six years.

As for his future plans
Thompson said, “I plan tc
continue selling my prod-
ucts on eBay and Facebook
Marketplace.”

He offers for sale vari-
ous tractor, disc mower, hay
equipment, and corn head
parts as well as other mis-
cellaneous farm machinery
parts.

In order to locate his
current inventory of farm
machinery parts, search
on eBay his username, car-
thom-8842, or search his
name on Facebook Market-
place.

Currently, he is pursu-
ing an associate degree at
Elizabethtown Commu-
nity and Technical College
(ECTC) in an ag-related
field, namely, Agriculture
Diesel Mechanics.

After obtaining his de-
gree, Thompson noted, “I
want to continue furthering
my business.”

Giving advice to anyone
interested in becoming an
FFA member, the young
businessman said, “Don’t
be afraid to try new things
Get out of your comfort zone
You might find agriculture
interesting.”
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FFA made a positive
difference in my life

[ am always quick to credit

my success in life to FFA

FFA CREED
believe in the future of agriculture, with

a faith born not of words but of deeds -
achievements won by the present and
past generations of agriculturists; in the

promise of better days through better ways,
even as the better things we now enjoy have
come to us from the struggles of former
years.
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At the 1998 National FFA Convention, Bivens was named the winner of
the National Oil Crop Production Placement Proficiency Award.

“Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve.”.

During the summer of 1998, Bivens served as a Kentucky State
FFA Officer.




