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Tatum Durrett, one of the senior pitchers for Green Larson Matney scampers back to first base while Andrew Houk stretches for the pickoff throw from
County this year, winds up during a practice ses- his first base position.

sion last week.

Baseball Dragons excited about upcoming season
Home scrimmage is Friday

DALE CURRY
STAFF WRITER

Coming off an 18th
District Tournament
championship and
runner-up in the 5th
Region Tournament,
the Dragons are ex-
cited to get started in
this year’s campaign.

Dragon fans get their
first look at the team
Friday at 6:00 p.m. at
American Legion Park
during a scrimmage
game against Green-
wood High School. The
Gators finished last
year at 28-7 and ad-
vanced to the semifi-
nals of the powerful 4th
Region Tournament.

Head Baseball
Coach Brennen Milby
knows that this year’s
schedule is a difficult
one for the Dragons.

“There’s a stretch
where we have four out
of five games against
teams that have been
to the state tourna-
ment in the last two
years,” Milby said.

Practice has been
great this year, ac-
cording to the coach.

“The excitement
carried over from last
year,” Milby said. “The
kids are really working
hard, doing everything
they can to be success-
ful. T get a ton of Par-
ent Square messages
asking if kids can go
down to the park and
hit on the weekend or
stay late after prac-
tice and I can’t say no
to something like that.
They want to do more
work than I'm asking
them to do. They have
a great work ethic.”

The team lost
four seniors from
last year’s team
that finished 20-12.

“We will really miss
all four,” Milby said.
“They all contribut-
ed in different ways.
Hayden (Blakeman)
is super talented and
just a great athlete.
Houston (Hodges) set
the tone for everyone,
making sure things
are done the right way.
Riley (Sluder) almost
became another coach
on the field. A lot of
times he would remind
me to shift the defense
or do things I mean to
do but forgot. Austin
(Squires) brought a ton
ofenergy, kept everyone
upbeat and positive.”

In spite of losing
those seniors, Milby
knows he has a good
nucleus for this year’s
team that comes with
lots of experience.

In addition to hav-
ing four seniors on this
year’ssquad,healsohas
six juniors on the team.

“That experience is
something we will lean
on,” Milby said. “Not
often does a smaller

school like Green Coun-
ty have an older team.
We are usually a team
that is capable of mak-
ing some noise in the
region but because we
are usually made up of
three seniors, three ju-
niors, a couple of sopho-
mores and freshman,
you can’t always trust
them in tough situa-
tions. But this year
we are lucky enough
to have several guys
with multiple years of
varsity experience. We
are excited for that.”

In addition to the ea-
gerness of having sev-
eral returning players,
four of the top five hit-
ters from last year are
back again this year.

“I think that gives
the team confidence,”
Milby said. “We know
that if we just keep
doing things the way
we’'ve been doing them
in preseason work and
last year, it will put alot
of pressure on the other
teams. When we go into
agame confidently,they
have to find a way to get
us out. We don’t have to
find a way to get a hit.”

This year's sched-
ule is also home-
friendly. The Dragons
have 16 home games
in addition to the
games in the Wood-
en Bat Tournament.

“We are excited
about the home sched-
ule,” Milby said. “Usu-
ally a schedule is 50-
50 or maybe not quite
that good, but this
year we have several
home games, and those
games are spread out
through the year. Hope-
fully some of them are
on warm nights. We
do have a long home
stretch of home games
just before the Wooden
BatTournamentduring
Spring Break in April.”

The three-day Wood-
en Bat Tournament be-
gins Tuesday, April 7
with Green County tak-
ing on Allen County-
Scottsvilleina 5:00 p.m.
game. That game is the
fourth game of the day.

Other teams in the
tournament include
Bowling Green, Walton-
Verona, Logan County,
and Garrard County.

Another team, CEC,
can’t be part of the
whole tournament but
will play a double head-
erthatfirstdaywiththe
othersixteamscontinu-
ing in the tournament.

Some years, the
Wooden Bat Tourna-
ment just gives teams
the opportunity to play
various teams but this
year, the format is the
same as last year, with
winners advancing to
play winners and losing
teams taking on other
losingteams. Thecham-
pionship game will be
played during the day

Carter Allen squares to bunt while Ty Bonta anticipates the play from his catching position. Assistant
Coach Seth Jones keeps an eye on the play from behind home plate.
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on Thursday, April 9.

The All A Tourna-
ment is another big op-
portunity for the Drag-
ons. They play Wash-
ington CountyonMarch
23 with the winner
advancing to the semi-
finals to take on either
Fort Knox or Caverna.
The semifinals and fi-
nals are at Bethlehem.

“We feel good about
that tournament,” Mil-
by said. “The last few
years we haven’t played
our best in the tourna-
ment for some reason.
That’s something that’s
onourmindsalot. We’re
already talking about
making a statement
in that tournament.”

Campbellsville and
Bethlehem are in the
other bracket of the
All A Region Tourna-
ment and Milby knows
that both teams are ex-
pected to be good with
Campbellsville being
one of the top teams in
the region, but he feels
as if the Dragons have
something to prove.

The Dragons, this
year, have 18 players on
the roster but according
to Milby, it is techni-
cally 17 players since
Elijah Bishop is hurt.

“Out ofthose 17 play-
ers,” Milby said,“I think
14 of them will pitch at
some point. A lot of the
guys have been on the
mound before and they
got some good experi-
ence. We have a good
mix of young guys, with
seven freshmen and
they all pitch as well.”

Milby believes that
the region winner this
year will come from
central Kentucky,
the Taylor, Green,
LaRue county area.

“The Hardin County
district will be solid
but they may not be
at the top of the re-
gion,” Milby said.

In addition to the
normal games versus

regionopponents, Milby
explained that some of
the other teams on the
Dragons’ schedule may
be included in the top
25 teams in the state.

“Bowling Green
should be a really good
team,” Milby said. “I
expect Russell County
to be around the top
25 and Boyle County
as well in the top 25.”

Milby will be joined
on the coaching staff
this year by Seth
Jones, Nick Przybylek

and Matt Squires.
Jones and Przybylek
were part of the staff
last year and Squires
returns after a year
away from the team.

“We like what we
have as far as players,”
Milby said. “We are
looking to challenge
them so that they are
ready when the post-
season gets here. We
like our group and are
confident in the play-
ers that we return.
We have good hitters

and some guys that
threw important in-
nings for us. We have
high expectations by
the coaches and play-
ers, and we hope that
the community will
match us in those
high expectations.’

After the scrimmage
on Friday, the Dragons
open with a double-
header at Cavernas
on Monday, followed
by the home opener
against Glasgow on
Thursday, March 19

SUDOKU

Here’'s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the nhumbers 1 through 9 must fill gach
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and bex. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Lavel: iniermediate

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudeku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hocked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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