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Green County’s soft-
ball team hits the road 
Monday for the open-
ing game of the season 
at South Warren High 
School, just south of 
Bowling Green.  Tues-
day, they travel to take 
on Taylor County in an-
other away game. 

Both of those teams 
were in the state tour-
nament last year, so 
the season starts with 
a great opportunity for 
the softball team.

“I like to play some 
of the best teams in the 
state,” Head Coach Jeff 
Wright said.   “I want 
to give our athletes 
the chance to see elite 
teams and to compete 
against them.   They 
will remember this 
their whole lives.”

Some of the players 
on the Dragons team 
have quality experi-
ence at the varsity lev-
el.  Ava Hickerson and 
Kenzie Johnson are 
the only two seniors on 
the team.  The two of 
them, along with Ha-
zel Sharpe, played in 
all thirty games last 
season.

Hickerson will be 
starting again at first 
base with Johnson 
holding down the other 
corner of the diamond. 

“We need for them to 
be the vocal leaders and 
the emotional leaders,” 
Wright said.   “They 
need to carry everyone 
else.”

Hazel Sharpe is ex-
pected to be the start-
ing pitcher in most of 
the games with Izzy Da-
vis and Kaylee Sharpe 
filling in the gaps as 
needed on the mound.

“Hazel will be the one 
we depend on,” Wright 
said.  “She will have to 
be as solid as a rock.”

Other players who 
saw considerable play 
last year include Mar-
ley Davis, Carrington 
Jewell, Hayli Milby and 
Faith Ray.

While the Dragons 
are the defending 18th 
District Tournament 
champions, Wright 
says that this team 
needs to learn early in 
the season how to win 
difficult games, rather 
than waiting until close 
to the end of the season. 

“We need them to re-
ally focus on the game,” 
Wright said of his play-
ers.   “Madi (Corbin) 
knows what it is like to 
play high school soft-
ball and she sees that 
we have talent.   She 
reminds the players 
what it was like when 
she played and how she 
has seen players on TV 
that she played against 
in high school.”

Wright knows that 
in order for this year’s 
team to be successful, 
they need to raise the 
team batting average 
from last year when the 
team average was .299.

“We’ve already talk-
ed about how we need 
to raise that team av-
erage several points so 
that we can be a threat 
at any time in the line-
up,” Wright said.

Last year the first 
four batters in the 
lineup were the only 
players who batted 
over .300 as the team 
struggled with their 
hitting. 

“We have to have 
more intensity and 
more emotion on the 
field to be competitive,” 
Wright said.

He went on to say 
that one of the goals 
this year is to get back 
to the All A State Tour-

nament.
In the 21-year his-

tory of the All A Tour-
nament, the Dragons 
have won the region 15 
times.  Bethlehem has 
four championships, 
with Campbellsville 
and Fort Knox each 
claiming one champi-
onship.

“We had a very disap-
pointing tournament 
last year,” Wright said. 

The Dragons lost to 
Bethlehem 16-4 in last 
year’s tournament.  The 
first game of this year’s 
All A region is March 20 
at Washington County 
with the winner mov-
ing on to play at Beth-
lehem on March 28 for 
the semi-finals and fi-
nals.

Even though this 
year’s team has sev-
eral experienced play-
ers, the team is still 
young.  On the roster, 
in addition to the two 
seniors, will be six ju-
niors, one sophomore, 
seven freshmen, two 
eighth graders and one 
seventh grader.

Hayden Garrett, one 
of the eighth graders, 
is handling the catch-
ing position, replacing 
Gracie Estes from last 
year.

“Garrett is tough 
as nails,” Wright said.  

“She hasn’t backed 
down from any chal-
lenge.”

The coach pointed 
out that this year’s team 
is very athletic and that 
there are some players 
with good speed on the 
team.

“There are players 
on the team that I can 
substitute in because of 
their speed,” he said.

The youthfulness 
will be challenged in 
the first game of the 
season at South War-
ren.

“They have five Di-
vision 1 signees this 
year,” Wright said, “and 
their pitcher, a junior, is 
their best player.”

But Wright pointed 
out that Green County 
had traveled to Bal-
lard a few years ago 
when Ballard had four 
Division 1 signees and 
Green County came 
away with a win.

Wright is high on his 
team this year, but he 
also knows that there 
are some powerful 
teams in the 5th Re-
gion. 

“Central Hardin is 
always good,” Wright 
said.   “North Hardin 
has a really good pitch-
er and that wins a lot 
of games in high school 
softball.”

Wright added that 
Nelson County and 
Taylor County are also 
teams at the top of the 
region.

“I like this bunch of 
players,” Wright said.  
“If I can get them to 
believe in themselves 
as much as I do, that 
will be good.”

Wright is joined on 
the coaching staff by 
Russ Robertson and 
Corbin, both experi-
enced assistant coach-
es.

The Dragons were 
scheduled to play Casey 
County in a scrimmage 
last night at home and 
they will play Clinton 
County tomorrow af-
ternoon at 5 p.m. at 
American Legion Park.  
Those are the only two 
scrimmages prior to the 
season beginning Mon-
day night.

Green County plays 
their first home game, 
Thursday, March 19 at 
5 p.m. against the Rus-
sell County Lakers. 

The Dragons have 
a 13-game winning 
streak against Rus-
sell County but have 
not played them since 
2021.   Last year, the 
Lakers were 13-16 for 
the year but this year 
their roster contains 
11 seniors and juniors.

First home game is March 19
Softball season begins Monday

Carrington Jewell settles under a fly ball during 
a practice session last week at American Legion 
Park.
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Green County High School Head Softball Coach 
Jeff Wright leads his team during batting practice 
last week.  Green County has a home scrimmage 
tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. against Clinton County.

Faith Ray slams a hit during batting practice last 
week.  The softball Dragons have won the district 
tournament the last seven seasons.
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