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In response to region-
al workforce needs and 
a growing interest from 
area high school stu-
dents, Lindsey Wilson 
University will begin an 
agribusiness major in 
the 2026-27 school year.

"We are excited about 
this major because it is 
an alignment between 
agr i cu l ture ,  bus i -
ness and our region's 
workforce needs," said 
Lindsey Wilson School 
of Business and Com-
munication Dean Ben-
son Sexton '04. "Our 
goal was simple: cre-
ate a program where 
students don't have to 
leave rural America to 
get a world-class, ca-
reer-ready agribusiness 
education connected to 
the land and the com-
munities they call home.

"We wanted to do more 
than just launch a new 
agribusiness program 
-- we wanted to create 
a program that would 
launch the next gener-
ation of Kentucky agri-
business leadership."

The 120-hour bach-
elor of arts degree will 
include 12 core courses 
(36 hours) and four elec-
tives (12 hours) that will 
draw on the disciplines 
of agriculture, biology, 

business management, 
communication, eco-
nomics, English, and 
sustainability and en-
vironmental studies.

"Students will de-
velop analytical, prob-
lem-solving, and com-
munication and lead-
ership skills that are 
in high demand in the 
modern agricultural 
economy," said Sexton. 

Career-ready 
graduates

Lindsey Wilson's agri-
business major will also 
produce career-ready 
graduates through in-
ternships, field expe-
riences and partner-
ships with agricultural 
enterprises, commu-
nity organizations and 
government agencies.

"These components 
will provide students 
w i t h  m e a n i n g f u l , 
hands-on learning op-
portunities that connect 
classroom knowledge to 
professional practice," 
said Sexton. "Students 
won't just study agri-
business, they will prac-
tice it alongside the peo-
ple who live it every day. 
By engaging students in 
practical applications, 
our program will rein-
force Lindsey Wilson's 
tradition of develop-
ing graduates who are 
prepared to contribute 

immediately and effec-
tively to the workforce."

Benson said Lindsey 
Wilson's agribusiness 
major will prepare stu-
dents for a plethora of 
career options. While 
the focus of the major 
is on Kentucky's rural 
economies, Sexton said 
it will also appeal to stu-
dents from urban areas 
who are interested in 
having a career in an 
industry that contrib-
uted more than $1.5 
trillion to the U.S. gross 
domestic product in 
2023, according to data 
from the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis.

"This program is de-
signed to give students 
a direct pathway into 
the wide range of ca-
reers that power today's 
agricultural economy 
-- not only farm owner-
ship and management 
but careers like crop 
insurance, agricultural 
lending, ag sales, sup-
ply chain coordination, 
commodity market-
ing, equipment opera-
tions and agribusiness 
consulting," he said. 
"Modern agriculture 
runs on informed busi-
ness decisions, risk 
management, data and 
relationships, and this 
program prepares stu-
dents to step into those 
roles with confidence."

Lindsey Wilson University to 
launch Agribusiness Major

 
Small rodents and 

burrowing mammals 
may be tiny, but their 
impact on lawns, gar-
dens, orchards, and 
crop areas can be sub-
stantial. Understand-
ing which animal is 
causing damage — and 
how to respond — is 
the first step toward 
effective management. 

Rabbits, voles, moles, 
and shrews each leave 
distinct calling cards. 
Rabbits clip young 
plant stems with clean, 
straight-across cuts, 
thanks to their sharp 
incisors. Voles leave 
small, rounded burrow 
openings near vegeta-
bles and gnaw at the 
plants themselves, their 
roots, or tubers under-
ground. Moles, by con-
trast, are insectivores 
that feed on grubs and 
worms; their signature 
is raised soil ridges and 
dirt mounds, not plant 
damage. Shrews are 
rarely a garden prob-
lem at all, despite their 
fearsome reputation 
as the only venomous 
mammals in the region. 

One practical rule of 
thumb: Where there is 
one small rodent, there 
are likely many more. 
These species repro-
duce rapidly, adapt to 
a wide range of condi-
tions, and fill ecological 
niches quickly, meaning 
that eliminating one 
population often invites 
another to move in. 

Before reaching for 
traps or chemicals, sim-
ple habitat modifica-
tions can go a long way. 
Maintaining a three-
foot vegetation-free 
zone around the base 
of young trees protects 
against girdling by voles 
and rabbits. Keeping 
grass mowed short be-
neath trees removes the 
cover that small mam-

mals rely on. Wrapping 
tree bases with metal 
hardware cloth provides 
an additional physical 
barrier that is both af-
fordable and effective. 

One of the most cost-
effective management 
strategies is encour-
aging natural preda-
tors. Installing rap-
tor perches or nesting 
boxes — such as barn 
owl or kestrel boxes — 
attracts birds of prey 
that can dramatically 
reduce local rodent 
populations. A single 
barn owl feeding chicks 
may deliver more than 
four dozen rodents to its 
nest in a single night.  

An important cau-
tion: Do not combine 
predator encourage-
ment with rodenticide 
use. Poisoned rodents 
behave erratically and 
are easily caught by 
predators, causing tox-
ins to move up the food 
chain — a dynamic al-
ready linked to declines 
in barn owl populations. 

For small, localized 
rodent populations, pea-
nut-butter-baited snap 
traps are reliable and 
inexpensive. Place them 
at active burrow open-
ings and continue until 
no animals are caught 
for three consecutive 
days. For moles specifi-
cally, worm-shaped baits 
placed inside active tun-
nels are highly effective, 
but locating the active 
tunnel first is essential. 
Flatten several tunnel 
sections, then return the 
next day to see which 
has been reopened. 

For larger-scale vole 
problems in production 
orchards, zinc phos-
phide is a powerful op-
tion, though it requires 
careful handling as a 
restricted-use pesticide. 
Always use enclosed 
bait stations to pre-
vent non-target wild-
life from accessing the 
material and apply in 
late fall to protect trees 
heading into winter. 

  Source: Matthew 
Springer, associate 

pro fessor, Depart -
ment of Forestry and 
Natural  Resources 
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Managing small mammals: 
Practical strategies for 
gardens and orchards


