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Measures clear House during final full week of March
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As we closed out the
final full week of March,
marking the 12th week
of session and the last
week operating under
a typical legislative
schedule, the pace in
Frankfort reflected the
urgency of the moment.
Regardless of how you

measure it, the week of Resources and Energy meeting.

March 23 was a particu-
larly active and produc-
tive stretch, with both
the House and Senate
advancing awiderange
of legislation that has
steadilymoved through
the process over the
past several months.

Lookingahead,when
lawmakers reconvene
on March 31, atten-
tion will shift to final-
izing our work. This
includes concurring
with changes made by
the Senate to House
bills, and vice versa,
as well as putting the
finishing touches on
priority legislation we
intend to send to the
governor for consider-
ation. Following that,
the General Assembly
will recess on April 1
to allow time for the
governor's veto period.
Members will then re-
turn to Frankfort on
April 14 and 15 for the
final days of session,
when any vetoes issued
by the governor may be
considered for override.

Throughout the
week, the House calen-
dar reflected a strong
focus on Senate legis-
lation, while the Sen-
ate took up a number
of House bills. Below
are several examples of
measures that received
approval between
March 24 and March 27:

HB 283 would create
a framework to review
and address certain
transactions between
foreign enterprises and
residents of the Com-
monwealth if they have
the potential to threat-
en economic security,
critical infrastructure,
orintellectual property.

SB17would formally
recognize the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advo-
cate (CASA) Network
in statute, streamline
local board require-
ments to reflect com-
munity needs, update
program standards to
align with state over-
sight, and make tech-
nical changes to clarify
references to the De-
partment for Commu-
nity Based Servicesand
ensure consistency in
child fatality and near-
fatality review laws.

SB 49 would estab-
lish a statewide battery
stewardship program
to promote the safe dis-
posaloflithium andoth-
er hazardous batteries
atno cost to consumers.

SB 57 would es-
tablish the Nuclear
Reactor Site Readi-
ness Pilot Program
within the Kentucky
Nuclear Energy De-
velopment Authority
(KNEDA) to accelerate
the deployment of ad-
vanced nuclear energy.

SB 59 would
strengthen protections
for taxpayers by clari-
fying enforcement of
the ban on the use of
public funds to influ-
ence ballot questions,
including constitu-
tional amendments
and constitutional
convention questions.

SB 69 would estab-
lish the Autism Spec-
trum Disorder Trust
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Rep. Ryan Bivens, R-Hodgenville, presents House
Bill 313, an act related to city franchises, during
last Wednesday’s Senate Committee on Natural

Fund and create a
framework to accept
donations and award
funding to support
children, adults, fami-
lies, and caregivers
impacted by autism.

SB 100 would mod-
ernize the Energy
Planning and Invento-
ry Commission (EPIC)
tostrengthenitsrolein
evaluating Kentucky's
energy resources, guid-
ing smart energy plan-
ning, and crafting a
long-term strategy to
ensure the Common-
wealth meets its future

energy demands effi-
cientlyandsustainably.

SB 101 would re-
quire schools to report
assaults and attempt-
ed assaults against
teachers and school
employees that take
place onschool grounds
and bus stops, includes
reporting require-
ments, and mandates
a 12-month expulsion
for students who inten-
tionally assault staff.

SB 104, the HALO
Act, would establish
a 25-foot safety zone
around first responders

while they are lawfully
performingtheirduties,
preventing interfer-
ence in high-risk situ-
ations while protecting
lawful public activity.

SB 153 would update
and expand Kentucky's
consumer protection
laws by setting clearer
rules for contractors
tiedtoinsuranceclaims,
increasing transparen-
cy in service contracts,
and strengthening en-
forcement to hold bad
actors accountable.

See Bivens, page 5A
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SAME DAY or WALK-IN appointments available!

TAYLOR REGIONAL HOSPITAL FAMILY CARE
70 Uber Monkey Lane, Campbellsville, KY, 270-465-0060

TAYLOR REGIONAL HOSPITAL FAMILY & SPECIALTY CARE CLINIC
215 N. Depot Street, Suite B, Lebanon, KY, 270-789-5854

TAYLOR REGIONAL HOSPITAL HEALTH CLINIC
73 Kingswood Drive, Campbellsville, KY, 270-849-2379

TAYLOR REGIONAL HOSPITAL HEALTH CLINIC-COLUMBIA
363 Office Park Drive, Columbia, KY, 270-384-3939
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The Future of Robotic Surgery

Faster recovery and a better patient experience

The next level of surgical care is at Taylor Regional Hospital
Call today 270-465-2821
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We offer a wide variety of specialties and services:

e The Vein Center

e Tiger Health Clinic
e TRH Health Clinic
e TRH Health Cinic -

e Nutritional Services
e Orthopedics

e Outpatient Infusion
e Pediatrics

e Aquablation Surgery
e Cardiology

e Cancer Care

e Da Vinci 5 Robotic

Surgery e Primary Care-Lebanon Columbia
e Ear, Nose and Throat e Rehabilitation Services =~ e TRH Outpatient
e Emergency Services e Sleep Medicine Pharmacy

e General Surgery
e Hospitalist Program
e Imaging Services
e Internal Medicine

e Taylor Regional
Hospital Family Care

e Surgical Services

e Taylor Regional

e TRH Speciality
Physicians and
Diagnostic Center

e Urology

Associates Women for Women e Wound Care
e Laboratory Services e The Women’s Center e Eagles Nest
e Neurology at TRH

8 Taylor Regional Hospital

11700 Old Lebanon Road - Campbellsville, KY
® 270-465-3561 ) www.trhosp.org
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