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SB 155 would es-
tablish a clear, struc-
tured framework to 
respond quickly and 
effectively to animal 
health emergencies, 
including disease out-
breaks or other serious 
threats to livestock, 
poultry, and domesti-
cated animals across 
the Commonwealth.

SB 158 would es-
tabl ish regulatory 
standards for optional 
financial products of-
fered when a consum-
er leases a vehicle or 
uses one as collateral, 

including debt can-
cellation agreements 
and value protection 
plans, helping consum-
ers manage financial 
risks from excessive 
wear, use, or damage.

As always, I can 
be reached anytime 
through the toll-free 
message line in Frank-
fort at 1-800-372-7181. 
You can also contact 
me via email at Ryan.
Bivens@kylegislature.
gov and keep track 
through the Kentucky 
legislature's website 
at legislature.ky.gov.
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Source:The Kentucky State Study 2023: Conducted by Coda Ventures, Base: Total adults

Ky adults Newspaper Non-newspaper
readers readers

Vote in state/
national
elections 69% 71% 60%
Vote in local/
school board/
city elections 84% 86% 72%

We Are Proud To Be

DID YOU KNOW?
Almost 9 out of 10 newspaper readers

vote in local elections.

Study: Only 1 in 3 people 
are aware that drinking 

alcohol raises cancer risk
Elizabeth Chapin
University of 
Kentucky

Most people in the 
United States who 
drink alcohol do not 
know that it raises their 
cancer risk, and a new 
study found that educa-
tional messaging about 
this topic is effective.

The study, published 
in Cancer Epidemi-
ology, Biomarkers & 
Prevention, included 
University of Kentucky 
Markey Cancer Center 
researchers Marc T. 
Kiviniemi and Anne E. 
Ray, both faculty mem-
bers in the UK College 
of Public Health, as 
co-authors alongside 
lead author Jennifer 
L. Hay of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center. Kiviniemi 
and Ray are both mem-
bers of Markey Cancer 
Center’s Cancer Pre-
vention and Control 
Research Program.

Alcohol has been 
classified as a group 
1 carcinogen by the 
World Health Orga-
nization for nearly 40 
years and is tied to in-
creased risk for seven 
cancer types, including 
breast and colorectal 
cancer. Last year, the 
U.S. Surgeon General 
called for updated al-
cohol warning labels to 
reflect the cancer risk. 
Currently, only about 
one in three people in 
the U.S. is aware of the 
alcohol-cancer link.

The research in-
volved 827 adults who 
currently drank alco-
hol and did not know 
that alcohol is linked 
to cancer. After partici-
pants watched a short, 
animated educational 
video on the topic, 
70% reported aware-
ness of the connection.

“All American adults 
— both drinkers and 
nondrinkers — should 

have the information 
they need to under-
stand how drinking af-
fects cancer risk,” said 
Kiviniemi. “The find-
ings of our study are 
exciting because they 
show that a relatively 
short and cost-effective 
message can help. As 
a public health pro-
fessional, it is always 
gratifying when we can 
make sure the public 
has the latest, best and 
most accurate informa-
tion to use in making 
decisions about their 
health and well-being.”

The findings also 
identified some groups 
that were less likely 
to gain awareness af-
ter watching the vid-
eo, including heavy 
drinkers, cancer sur-
vivors and those who 
tend to avoid health 
information, point-
ing to a need for more 
tailored messaging 
for specific audiences.

“We can’t just adopt 
a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to our messaging 
and expect to reach ev-
eryone,” said Ray. “Now 
that we know more 
about which groups 

have different messag-
ing needs, we can work 
with them to better un-
derstand what types of 
communication will be 
effective in increasing 
their awareness, too.”

This study draws on 
more than a decade of 
work by the research 
team, much of it funded 
by the National Can-
cer Institute, which 
explores how people 
understand health 
risk and how gaps in 
that understanding 
affect their decisions. 
It applies those in-
sights to develop bet-
ter tools for helping 
people make informed 
choices about their 
health and behaviors.


