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Greensburg-Green County
A proud past —  A promising future

Way Back When

By Carol Dial
SPECIAL TO THE R-H

April 12, 2006
Hail storm causes 

damage - The south-
west section of Green 
County from Gabe to 
Bramlett was battered 
by three-inch hail. 

Doughnut fund-
raiser - Summersville 
Elementary School 
PTO sponsored a fund 
raiser of Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts. The event 
raised $1,900 to ben-
efit the students.

G a r d e n  s h o w 
s c h e d u l e d  -  T h e 
Cumberland Trace 
Farm, Home and Gar-
den Show will be held 
April 22 and 23.

DeSpain is Rotary 
speaker - Local histo-
rian Joe DeSpain gave 
a history of taverns 
in the county at the 
Rotary Club meeting. 
Taverns were legally 
operated in Green 
County for 88 years 
beginning in the late 
1700s.

April 10, 1996
Teens injured  - 

Two local teenagers, 
Steven J. Bowles and 
Shawn Owens, were 
injured in a two-vehi-
cle accident in Camp-
be l l sv i l l e  Monday 
night.

A n n i v e r s a r i e s 
-  James and Alma 
Givens will celebrate 
their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary April 11. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Corbin will observe 
25 years of marriage 
April 14. 

Egg hunt at park 
- Dozens of children 
and their parents par-
ticipated in the Com-
munity Easter Egg 
Hunt at Legion Park. 

Over the Trails, 
John H. Ewing, Jr. 
- Ned and Ted Higgas-
on and helpers burnt 
1,000 yards of tobacco 
beds for their 1950 to-
bacco crop. 

April 10, 1986
Illegal dumping 

a problem - Illegal 
dumping of trash re-
mains a problem in 
the county. 

P r o m  q u e e n  - 
Sherri Newton was 
crowned  the  1986 
Prom Queen.

Anniversary - Mr. 
and Mrs. Bruce Clark 
will celebrate their 
Golden Wedding An-
niversary April 20. 

Park receives do-
nations - The sum-
mer baseball and soft-
ball leagues at Green 
C o u n t y  A m e r i c a n 
Legion Park received 
$3,200 in donations.

April 15, 1976
Street l ighting 

improvement - The 
G r e e n s b u r g  C i t y 
Council voted to in-
stall new street lights 
on Court Street.

M e l l ,  H e l e n 
Blaydes - I have been 

visiting my children in 
Indiana. It was cold all 
the time I was there 
with frost and ice sev-
eral mornings. 

Fire at landfill 
- Firemen rushed to 
extinguish a fire at 
the Greensburg Land-
fill. Russell Milby had 
tried to push the burn-
ing trash into a pond 
before the firemen ar-
rived.

H. E. Shively Jew-
elers ad - Jesse McK-
inney is a talented 
watch repairman. He 
has been employed by 
Shively Jewelers for 
21 years. 

April 14, 1966
L i b r a r y  O p e n 

House - The Green 
County Library will 
hold an open house at 
its new location April 
17. The library was 
moved from the Old 
Court House March 
21. 

Party at roller 
rink - Lynn Wright 
and Larry Moran cele-
brated their birthdays 
with a party at the 88 
Roller Rink.

Durham elected 
sports queen - Susan 
Durham was crowned 
the 1966 GHS Sports 
Queen.

Newt, Mrs. E. G. 
Pierce - Miss Mary 
Ann Simpson was the 
finder of the golden 
egg and prize money 
at Pierce Elementary 
School.

The life and mysterious 
death of Asa Akin

Green County has 
known its share of 
colorful, even shady, 
characters, but few of 
their stories have end-
ed with such mystery 
as that of James Asa 
“Asa” Akin. More than 
eighty years after his 
death, there are still 
more questions than 
answers.

Born January 25, 
1896, in the small 
northern Green Coun-
ty community known 
as Celery, Asa’s parents 
were Fielding Richard 
Akin and Mary Lis-
sie Scott Akin. At age 
nineteen, he married 
Lennie Thompson, age 
sixteen, on January 9, 
1916. The ceremony 
was performed at Mt. 
Sherman by G. L. Pep-
per with Simon Ford 
and C. C. Bell acting 
as witnesses.

When the  First 
World War called, Asa 
answered. He enrolled 
in the U.S. Navy at 
Louisville on July 16, 
1918, serving as a Sea-
man 2nd Class, US-
NRF. His service in-
cluded 118 days at the 
Great Lakes Training 
Station from August 
to November 1918, fol-
lowed by duty aboard a 
receiving ship in New 
York. He later reported 
to the Naval Demobili-
zation Station in Pitts-
burgh.

By 1930, Asa was 
renting a home on Jef-
ferson Street in Lou-
isville, working as a 
machinist in the rail-
road shops. His wife 
and younger brother, 
Tommie, a Louisville 
police officer, were liv-
ing in the household 
with him.

Sometime in the ear-
ly 1930s, Asa returned 
to Green County. By 
age 43, he was living on 
a farm in the Eve com-
munity and working as 

a farmer. He and Len-
nie owned their home, 
valued at $300.

During the 1930s 
and early 1940s, Asa 
operated a small store 
and filling station near 
the  Green–LaRue 
County line. His name 
appeared in the local 
newspaper on May 
30, 1935, when he was 
“picked up by Federal 
authorities… charged 
with handling and 
selling stolen products, 
such as sugar, lard, cig-
arettes, etc.” It was the 
first public sign that 
his business dealings 
were drifting into dan-
gerous territory.

More serious trouble 
followed during World 
War II when gasoline 
was rationed and fed-
eral regulations were 
strict. In May 1943, 
Asa was sentenced in 
federal court to one 
year and one day in 
prison for violations 
of gasoline rationing 
laws. He was convicted 
of making false state-
ments to the War Price 
and Ration Board and 
selling gasoline with-
out receiving coupons. 
Irregularities uncov-
ered by investiga-
tors included falsified 
emergency transfer 
forms and a shortage of 
847 gallons in his stor-
age tanks. Asa pleaded 
guilty and received the 
minimum sentence.

The most dramatic 
chapter of Asa Akin’s 
life came at its end. On 
March 31, 1944, his car 
was found overturned 
in Larue County with 
seven gallons of liquor 
inside. A warrant was 

issued for him on a 
liquor transportation 
charge. Federal inves-
tigators who knew him 
personally later said 
they believed he was 
in danger.

On April  4, Asa 
walked into Citizens 
Union National Bank 
in Louisville and de-
posited seven checks 
totaling $360. Strange-
ly, he deposited no cash, 
though he was known 
to carry $700 to $1,000 
on him at all times. Af-
ter that day, no one saw 
him alive again.

On April 27, 1944, a 
body was pulled from 
the Ohio River near 
Brenner Lane and 
Cane Run Road. The 
police report noted the 
man “had received a 
lick on the head.” With 
no identification, he 
was buried the next 
day in the Jefferson 
County Cemetery.

More than a month 
later, clothing and 
laundry marks finally 
revealed the truth: the 
body was James Asa 
Akin, age 48, of Creel, 
Kentucky. His brother 
Tommie identified him 
after the body was ex-
humed.

C o u n t y  p o l i c e 
opened an investiga-
tion. Federal officers 
voiced their suspicions. 
But no one was ever 
charged, and no expla-
nation was ever found, 
leaving Asa’s family 
wondering what had 
happened to their 
loved one.

Asa Akin was buried 
in the Buffalo Ceme-
tery in LaRue County. 
For some, he is remem-
bered as a hardwork-
ing veteran and mer-
chant; for others, as a 
man whose choices led 
him into conflict and to 
the unanswered ques-
tions surrounding his 
death.

Source:The Kentucky State Study 2023: Conducted by Coda Ventures, Base: Total adults

Ky adults Newspaper Non-newspaper
readers readers

Vote in state/
national
elections 69% 71% 60%
Vote in local/
school board/
city elections 84% 86% 72%

We Are Proud To Be

DID YOU KNOW?
Almost 9 out of 10 newspaper readers

vote in local elections.

AAuuccttiioonn  

 

  

Greasy Creek Bap-
tist Church will host a 
Community Garden on 
April 25 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. CT. Central 
Farmers Supply will 
be the local vendor 

and there will be many 
giveaways.

There will be free 
g a r d e n  p l a n n i n g , 
maintenance advice, 
preservation advice, 
activities for children, 

lunch and more. For 
more information, call 
270-405-4900 or 941-
286-4836. 

The pastor, Bro. 
Adam Scott, invites the 
community. 

Community Garden even is 
April 25 at Greasy Creek

The Schofields from 
Jamestown Tennessee 
will be singing at “Gods 
House” in Mt. Sherman 

on Sunday morning, 
April 12 at 11  a.m. ET. 

The church is located 
at 2323 Mt. Sherman 

Ward Road, Magnolia, 
KY 42757.

Everyone is invited 
to attend. 

Scholfields to sing at Gods House
1966 – Lynn Wright and Larry Moran celebrated 
their birthdays with a party at the 88 Roller Rink


