
10A Wednesday, April 15, 2026 Greensburg Record-Herald Community

Our customers are 
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“Great place!! 
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“Always been satis ed with the work completed”

“Fast, 
friendly, 
service”
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professional repairs

Call 270-465-6944
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With its fishing, boat-
ing, hiking trails and 
campgrounds, Green 
River Lake is the sin-
gle biggest tourist at-
traction in the region.

Visitors to the state 
park pour hundreds 
of thousands of dol-
lars into the Taylor 
County economy, cre-
ating jobs and pro-
viding many busi -
nesses with additional 
funds to stay afloat.

However, there will 
be fewer tourists com-
ing to the area this 
summer as the state 
has announced that 
the campground will 
be closed for the second 
year in a row. Some local 
leaders are concerned 
the ongoing closure 
will change habits of 
many outdoor enthusi-
asts who regularly vis-
ited Green River and 
cause them to find oth-
er weekend getaways.

“The campground 
suffered major infra-
structure damage due 
to the historic rain-
fall and flooding event 
that occurred in 2025,” 
said Anita Hatchett, a 
spokesperson for Ken-
tucky State Parks. “To 
address this, we are 

working closely with 
FEMA, our insurance 
provider and a design 
team to repair and re-
store the campground 
to full operation that is 
safe for guests. Unfor-
tunately, a thorough as-
sessment found that the 
entire electrical system 
needs to be replaced.”

State Rep. Sarge 
Po l l o c k  s a y s  i m -
provements to  the 
park  shou ld  have 
taken place years be-
fore the 2025 floods.

The 2022 Kentucky 
General Assembly al-
located $25 million to 
upgrade state parks. 
According to Pollock, 
some of that money 
was to improve the 
electrical system and 
the Wifi at the Green 
River campground site.

“Most of the camping 
sites have 25-amp hook-
ups for the campers 
and RVs,” Pollock said. 
“A few of them had 50 
amps which is the mini-
mum that you can have 
in this day and time.”

When the funds be-
came available in 2023, 
Kentucky State Parks 
did an assessment 
of the campgrounds 
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

“In the western re-
gion, Kenlake State Re-
sort Park was the first 

project bid, followed by 
Green River Lake State 
Park and Lake Malone 
State Park,” Hatchett 
said. “The Green River 
bathhouse received 
a $126,642 renova-
tion that had already 
been completed in the 
winter of 2024, prior 
to the flooding in the 
spring of 2025. Luckily, 
the bathhouse was not 
impacted by flooding.”

Pollock, who is a 
member of the House 
Tourism and Outdoor 
Recreation committee, 
encouraged the state 
to spend the money 
that was appropriated.

“They told me in 
November that they 
would have it open and 
going by July 1 of this 
year,” he said. “I met 
with them in late Feb-
ruary or early March 
and they decided to 
close it down this whole 
year. They are blaming 
FEMA and some other 
places about the reason 
why they can't start. 
My whole point was 
they’ve got the money 
and should get started. 
It’s just wrong for us to 
have this for two years 
in a row, shut down 
for nobody to come in 
here and enjoy our 
campsites. All of this 
work should have been 

done two years ago.”
Jason Keltner, ex-

ecutive director of the 
Taylor County Tourism 
Commission, said the 
county is losing out on 
the 3% transient tax 
that campers pay. Al-
though the campground 
sites traditionally stay 
sold out, being closed 
for a second year in a 
row could cause some 
people to go elsewhere.

“it may take a while 
to build back up because 
they may have found 
another favorite spot,” 
he said. “It is like a 
restaurant closing and 
people find somewhere 
else to go out to eat.”

Hatchett, the pub-
l ic  information of -
f icer, said there is 
so set date for work 
to begin at the park.

“We know how im-
portant this camp-
ground is to the com-
munity and under-
stand the frustration 
caused by last year’s 
historic flooding and 
the resulting pause,” 
she said. “Our priority 
is to reopen Green Riv-
er Campground safely 
for our guests, and we 
remain committed to 
updating the public 
on future plans about 
the site’s reopening as 
they become available.”

Green River Lake Campground 
closed for another year


