4B Wednesday, April 15, 2026 Greensburg Record-Herald

UK

From page 3B

He’s been used as
a punt returned in ng
practice, a job he likes.

“I caught punts at
Louisville. I actually
caught a punt against
Kentucky,” he said.
“I played center field
(in baseball). You can
relate that to catch-
ing punts. You have to
deal with the wind. You
have got to see where
the ball is going. The
ball is high in the air.
It is just like catch-
ing a fly ball in center
field or trying to track
a ball in center field.
That helped me a lot.

“When I played bas-
ketball and whenever
I played defense (in
football), I feel like
basketball helped
me.because you're
shuffling, you move
laterally. In football,
you use your hands. I
feel like there's a lot of
different movements
you use that help me.”
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Kentucky coach
Will Stein has shown
he’s a relentless re-
cruiter and not afraid
to go after some of the
nation’s elite play-
ers. However, he’s
made it clear there
is one thing he will
not do for any recruit.

“One thing I'm not
going to do is beg and
plead. I'm not going
to get on my hands
and knees and say,
‘Please come to Ken-
tucky.” No, they better
want to be here,” Stein
said. “They better
wanttoplayfortheblue
and the white. They
better want to play
in Kroger Field. We
have a great product.

“We have every re-

source that we need |

right now to go field an
elite 27 class. We're
building relationships
and why wouldn’t you
want to play in this of-
fense? Why wouldn’t
you want to play for
me and for (offen-
sive coordinator) Joe
Sloan? I mean, you’re
talking about guys
that have taken guys
to New York (for the
Heisman Trophy cere-
mony) recently, not 25
years ago, right now.

“I’ve had a league
(NFL) quarterback
play, and guys have
translated to great
play in the Nation-
al Football League.
These players know
that, who are coming
on campus, and I feel
like we are in a really
strong position with
a handful of guys.”

Steinhashadabevy
of prospects on cam-
pus each Saturday
during spring prac-
tice and likely will
again Saturday for
the Blue-White Game.

“Idolikewherewe’re
at currently with that
class. We’ve had some
elite players come
through here, and
not just quarterback-
wise, but all positions.
Now, it’s our job to
close,” Stein said. “The
best way I've recruit-
ed is on Saturdays
and showing a great
product on the field.
So you're not going to
win or lose recruiting
right now, but it does
build momentum to-
wards the future.”

& sk ok

Kentucky signee
Maddyn Greenway
helped Providence
Academy win a fifth
straight Minnesota
state championship
and then has played
in the McDonald’s All-

American Game and
Nike Hoop Summit.
However, that did not
keep her from still get-
tingonthetrackwhere
she has won multiple
state championships.

“I have had some
time off,” Greenway,
who missed the team’s
first meet, said. “I am
out there running.
We really have a fun
team. Mom (the team’s
coach) gets us running
hard and I like to run
for Providence. I have
to defend some titles
but want to do better
in one of my events.”

She has won a state
championship in the
300-meter hurdles
and been part of state
championship relay
teams. She was sixth
in the long jump at
last year’s state meet.

The future UK point
guard will play in the
Jordan Brand Classic
Friday at El Camino

Coach Will Stein says he will not “beg” players to
play for the Wildcats. (Vicky Graff Photo)

Junior College in Tor-
rance, Calif. with fu-
ture UK teammates
Savvy Swords and
Emily McDonald. One
team will be coached
by Long Island Lu-
theran coach Christi-
na Raiti, who coaches
McDonald and Swords.

“I am really hoping
we are all on the same
team there,” Greenway

said since the LuHi
teammates were not on
the same McDonald’s
team with Greenway.

She said her father,
former NFL lineback-
er Chad Greenway,
reminds her to make
sure to cherish all
she has accomplished.
She is Minnesota’s all
time points and as-
sists leader in bas-
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Maddyn eray never worried that coach Ken-

ny Brooks might be leaving Kentucky. (Vicky Graff

Photo)

ketball and all-time
goals scorer in soccer.

“TothinkwhatIhave
donethelastsixyearsis
crazy and may not hap-
pen again. It took some
time for me to think
about that,” she said.

What she didn’t
do was waste a lot of
time thinking about
the future when ru-
mors recently sur-
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faced that UK coach
Kenny Brooks might
leave for Virginia.

“Me, Emily and
Savvy talked and said
there was no way that
was happening. He
called my dad and said
not to listen to the ru-
mors,” Greenway said.
“lI saw some things
(on social media) but
I was never worried.”
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