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Ote, where the well 
was sucked dry 

The following 
excerpt is

 taken from 
“History Among 

Us” 
by Lanny 
Tucker,

 published 
in 2007:

Late in the after-
noon of Wednesday, 
April 3rd, 1974, torna-
does ripped through 
Green County. Thir-
ty-eight homes were 
damaged, eighteen of 
them beyond repair. 
Forty-one barns were 
destroyed, twenty 
damaged. Two silos 
were destroyed, along 
with six broiler hous-
es, one church, five 
mobile homes, and ap-
proximately one hun-
dred outbuildings. 

Much of  the de-
struction occurred in 
and around the com-
munity of Ote. The 
force of the wind was 
so strong a well was 
sucked dry.  

Ote — pronounced 
oat — is located on the 
Blowing Springs Road 
between Sardin Ford 
Bridge and Ebene-

zer. It was named for 
Overton “Ote” Hatch-
er, a storekeeper at 
the former C.C. Mitch-
ell’s Store. A gentle-
man visited the store, 
wanting the name of 
the community for a 
map. The area didn’t 
have a formal name, 
so Ote gave it one. 

For many years, the 
store was a hub of ac-
tivity. C.C. Mitchell’s 
Store contained a post 
office, and barber shop. 
The general store was 
open until 1996 under 
the ownership of C.C. 
Mitchell’s son, Wil-
lard. The Springdale 
Farm Dairy, operated 
by Haywood Mitch-
ell, delivered milk 
to Greensburg High 
School. The Mitchell 
Mill started in 1910. 
And within a few years 
a corn crusher, grist 
mill, and flour mill 
were added. 

The Mitchells are 
direct descendants of 
early Green County 
settler, Thomas Mitch-
ell. His brother-in-law 

was Thomas Craw-
ford, whose wife was 
Jane Todd.     

Slightly south of Ote 
was Moodyville, named 
for former residents of 
the area. Oral history 
indicates a tavern was 
located there, and evi-
dence has been found 
indicating two black-
smith shops. North of 
Ote lays Candy Gap, 
where a traveling can-
dy salesman is said to 
have been robbed and 
killed. And an early 
road to Greensburg 
concluded on what is 
now Hill Street. 

The road on which 
Ote is located, Blow-
ing Springs, derives 
its name from a fea-
ture which is dis-
cussed in William B. 
Allen’s book: “About 
two and a half miles 
from Greensburg, on 
the Columbia road, is 
a very noted spring 
called the Blowing 
Spring, from the fact 
there is a continual 
strong current of air 
issuing from the cave 
out of which the spring 
runs. There is a large 
steam flouring and 
saw mill within forty 
yards of the mouth of 
the cave, and a large 
distillery being con-
structed...” 
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May 10, 2006
Vote on Tuesday 

- The 8,234 registered 
Green County voters 
are urged to go to the 
polls Tuesday. There 
are 3,199 registered 
Democrats, 4,844 Re-
publicans and 191 oth-
ers. 

National Day of 
Prayer - Around 70 
people met at the Old 
Courthouse to pray for 
our churches and fami-
lies, media and educa-
tion.

Bennett is Rogers 
Scholar - Daniel Rog-
ers, a GCHS sopho-
more, was selected to 
participate in the Cen-
ter for Rural Develop-
ment’s Rogers Scholar 
Program. 

Historical play 
in September - “Lin-
coln’s Other Mary - The 
Trial”, written by Lan-
ny Tucker and spon-
sored by the Kentucky 
Historical Society, will 
be presented by local 
talent in September.

May 8, 1996
Two injured - Bil-

lie Blaydes and Karla 
Burton were injured in 
a two-vehicle accident 
on Russell Creek Hill.

Ray wins “Run for 
the Roses” - Mikie Ray 
won the GES Run for 

the Roses on his trusty 
stick horse Charlie.

Track team ranked 
third - GCHS boys’ 
track team ranked 
third in the State Class 
AA competition. 

Prom royalty  - 
Reigning over the 1996 
GCHS Prom were 
Queen Jessica Keltner 
and King Bryan Stilts.

May 8, 1986
Newton awarded 

scholarship - Sherri 
Newton, GCHS senior, 
was the first recipient 
of the Doug Ford Me-
morial Scholarship.

Upcoming birth-
day -  Nettie Mars 
will celebrate her 86th 
birthday May 10.

Teachers receive 
award - Green County 
Head Start teachers, 
Pat Rogers, Maxine 
Judd, Delia Dehoney 
and Carolyn Buchan-
an, were honored with 
an award for seventeen 
years of outstanding 
service.

Pierce, Mrs. L. W. 
Davis - We have not 
had enough rain to wet 
the ground since the 
fifteen-inch snow in 
February.

May 13, 1976
Costly vandalism 

at park - The destruc-
tion of facilities at the 
American Legion Park 
was especially bad over 

the winter and will be 
costly to repair. 

Jaycee of the Year 
- Benny Montgomery 
was named the Jaycee 
of the Year at the an-
nual banquet held at 
the TGT Clubhouse at 
Gabe.

Showing at the 
Skyline - Peter Fon-
da and Susan George 
starred in “Dirty Mary, 
Crazy Larry”. “Van-
ishing Point” featured 
Barry Newman. 

Graham celebrat-
ed birthday - Pearl 
Graham celebrated her 
90th birthday with her 
family and friends. 

May 12, 1966
Curry retires - L. 

G. Curry, Principal of 
GCES, retired after 38 
years of service in the 
educational field. 

Moore raises flag 
- Marine Lt. Bill Moore 
raised the first Ameri-
can flag at the new 
Green County Library. 
Moore has recently re-
turned from service in 
Vietnam.

Track team claims 
trophy - Coach Car 
Deaton’s GCHS track 
tam claimed the SKAC 
Championship trophy. 

Little Barren, Mrs. 
Robert Clark - There 
is a lot of farm work 
being done now. The 
women folks are busy 
spring cleaning.

This painting by Sylvia Collings, completed in 2006, depicts the old mill 
at Ote.
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