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Each year on June 
14, Americans observe 
Flag Day, a day set 
aside to recognize one 
of our nation's most 
familiar and meaning-
ful symbols. Unlike 
many holidays, Flag 
Day is not marked 
by fireworks, large 
celebrations, or long 
weekends. Instead, it 
offers an opportunity 
to pause and reflect.

The American flag 
is more than cloth and 
color. For generations, 
it has represented the 
values that unite us as a 
nation - freedom, oppor-
tunity, service, and per-
severance. It has flown 
over moments of great 
triumph and times of 
great challenge, serv-
ing as a reminder of 
our shared history and 
the ideals that continue 
to guide our country.

This year's obser-
vance carries added 

significance as our na-
tion marks the 250th 
anniversary of Ameri-
can independence. As 
communities across 
Kentucky and the na-
t ion commemorate 
America 250, Flag Day 
offers a fitting moment 
to reflect on the prin-
ciples that inspired 
our founding and the 
generations of Ameri-
cans who have worked 
to  preserve  them.

Flag Day marks the 
anniversary of June 14, 
1777, when the Conti-
nental Congress adopt-
ed the first official design 
for the flag of the United 
States. In the midst of 
the Revolutionary War, 
our nation's founders 
understood that a free 
people needed a symbol 
that could unite them 
in a common cause. The 
resolution was simple: 
thirteen stripes, red 
and white, and thirteen 
stars on a blue field 
representing a new 
constellation of states.

For nearly 250 years, 
the Stars and Stripes 
have flown over mo-
ments of triumph and 
tragedy, peace and 
war, prosperity and 

hardship. It has been 
carried into battle by 
soldiers defending free-
dom, raised over schools 
and courthouses in 
communities large and 
small, and displayed 
by families proud to 
call this country home.

The flag tells the sto-
ry of America. Its thir-
teen stripes remind us 
of the original colonies 
that declared indepen-
dence from a king and 
launched an experiment 
in self-government. Its 
fifty stars represent a 
nation that grew from 
the Atlantic coast to 
span a continent, wel-

coming new states and 
new generations into 
the American story.

But the flag is not 
simply a symbol of our 
past. It is also a sym-
bol of our future. It 
represents ideals that 
are bigger than any 
political party, elected 
official, or moment in 
time. It stands for lib-
erty, equality, self-gov-
ernment, and the belief 
that every generation 
has a responsibility to 
leave the country stron-
ger than they found it.

Its meaning extends 
far beyond our own 
borders. Around the 

world, the sight of the 
American flag has often 
brought hope to those 
yearning for freedom 
and relief to those living 
under tyranny. At the 
same time, it has served 
as a warning to oppres-
sors that free people 
will not always stand by 
while liberty is threat-
ened. While America 
has never been perfect, 
generations around 
the globe have looked 
to our flag as a symbol 
of the enduring belief 
that human beings 
are meant to live free.

Like our nation itself, 
the flag has endured 

challenges. Americans 
have disagreed, de-
bated, and struggled 
through some of the 
most difficult chap-
ters in our history. Yet 
through it all, the flag 
has remained a remind-
er that while we may not 
always agree on every 
issue, we share a com-
mon bond as citizens 
of the same republic.

The American flag 
is, after all, more than 
stars and stripes. It is 
a symbol of where we 
have been, what we 
believe, and what we 
hope to become. It re-
minds us that freedom 
is never guaranteed, 
that self-government 
requires active citi-
zenship, and that each 
generation has a role 
to play in preserving 
the blessings of liberty.

As always, I can 
be reached anytime 
through the toll-free 
message line in Frank-
fort at 1-800-372-7181. 
You can also contact 
me via email at Ryan.
Bivens@kylegislature.
gov and keep track 
through the Kentucky 
legislature's website 
at legislature.ky.gov.
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The dedication of the 
Montgomery Mill Arti-
facts Exhibit located at 
First Street and West 
Court Street will start 
at 10:30 a.m.

The dedicat ion ’s 
program will include 
remarks from commu-
nity leaders, patriotic 
music, and a salute to 
our national and state 
colors.

In the event of in-
clement weather, the 
Montgomery Mill Ar-
tifacts dedication cer-
emony will be relocated 
to the Old Courthouse.

“The Montgomery 
Mill Artifacts Exhibit 
serves two important 
purposes: (1) It pre-
serves the few remain-
ing artifacts from one of 
our community’s best-
known grist mills, and 
(2) It serves to educate 
our youth about the 
function and impor-
tance of grist mills in 
the early part of Green 
County’s unique histo-
ry. Together, the indoor 
and outdoor exhibits 
paint a picture of life in 
Green County during 
those formative years,” 
said Montgomery Mill 
Artifacts Exhibit Com-
mittee member Tom 
Akin.

An historic walking 
tour of Greensburg will 
be conducted by Green 
County Genealogical 
Society member Caro-
lyn Scott.

The tour will begin 
at 11:30 a.m. at Allen’s 
Inn and will include 
visits to the Old Green 
County Clerk’s Of-
fice, Water Treatment 
Plant and Old City 
Hall, General Edward 
H. Hobson’s Home, 
Old Railroad Depot, 
Greensburg Presbyte-
rian Church, Jeremiah 
Abell’s Cabin, Simon 
Settles Gun Shop (cur-
rently Stearman-Bak-
er Law Office), and the 
Old Courthouse.

There will also be a 
number of sites one may 
visit at no cost includ-
ing, the Green County 
Public Library, from 9 
a.m. to noon, offering 
cornhusk doll making, 
a variety of kid’s ac-
tivities, and a genea-
logical presentation 
on Finding Your Roots; 

the Green County Ex-
tension Homemakers, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
providing demonstra-
tions on quilting, knit-
ting, and crocheting at 
Allen’s Inn. Also, they 
will have a number of 
antique kitchen items 
on display; the Green 
County History Mu-
seum and Old Court-
house will be open for 
tours; and the Old Rail-
road Depot, from 9 a.m. 
to noon, will display in-
formation about Green 
County’s railroad his-
tory.

T h e  C i t y  o f 
Greensburg will be ac-
tive participants in the 
celebration from 4 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Starting at 4 p.m., 
plans include a parade 
down Main Street, vari-
ous other activities, and 
fireworks to end the day.

Vendors, including 
the Green County Cat-
tlemen’s Association, 
Greensburg American 
Legion and Eventful 
Moms from Campbells-
ville will be selling their 
food items.

Blake and Kasey 
Gordon’s World’s Best 
Lemonade and Millie’s 
Famous Candied Pe-
cans will also be there 
to quench your thirst 
or enhance your taste 
buds.

Beginning at 7 p.m., 
a free concert on West 
Court Street will fea-
ture country music 
artist J.D. Shelburne, 
sponsored by the City 
of Greensburg and the 
Green County Arts 
Council.

Opening for J.D. 
Shelburne will be local 
artists, The Foster Chil-
dren.

Mayor John Shuf-
fett said, “The City and 
the Arts Council, along 
with our cornerstone 
partners, are proud to 
present a celebration 
of America’s 250th an-
niversary! The after-
noon’s events will be-
gin with an America-
themed, kid-focused 
parade. There will be 
your favorite food ven-
dors, games, and fun for 
all ages. A free concert 
and fireworks show will 
conclude the day’s ac-
tivities.”
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Flag Day is commem-
orated each year in the 
United States on June 
14, with its origins all 
the way back to 1777.

The Second Conti-
nental Congress for-
mally adopted the flag 
of the United States 
on June 14, 1777. That 
resolution noted cer-
tain characteristics of 
the new flag, includ-
ing the alternating 
red and white stripes 
that remain part of 
the flag that is cel-
ebrated each June 14.

The Farmer's Al-
manac notes it is cus-
tomary for the sitting 
president of the United 
States to encourage 
Americans to display 
the flag outside of 
their homes and busi-
nesses each June 14. 

President Woodrow 
Wilson issued a presi-
dential proclamation 
on June 14, 1916, that 
designated the day as 
Flag Day going forward. 
Thirty-three years af-
ter President Wilson's 
proclamation, the U.S. 

Congress officially es-
tablished June 14 as 
National Flag Day.

One notable tidbit 
Americans can con-
sider this Flag Day is 
the connection between 
the flag and seamstress 
Betsy  Ross. Many 
American schoolchil-
dren were taught that 
Ms. Ross designed and 
sewed the first Ameri-
can flag, but historians 
have since discredited 
that legend. The Farm-
er's Almanac notes that 
many historians now 

believe George Wash-
ington already had a 
design for a flag with 
13 red and white al-
ternating stripes and 
13 six-pointed stars 
set in a circle when 
he visited Ms. Ross 
in Philadelphia. And 
while historians do not 
doubt that Ms. Ross 
sewed a flag reflect-
ing the design George 
Washington brought 
with him when visit-
ing the seamstress, it's 
hard to confirm if she in 
fact sewed the first flag.

1777: The origins of Flag Day


