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Brigadier General
Elias Barbee stands
among the most in-
fluential early lead-
ers of Green County;
carrying with him the
experiences of a Revo-
lutionary War veteran
and the ambitions of a
frontier settler.

Born June 14, 1763,
in Culpeper County,
Virginia, Barbee grew
up during the strug-
gle for American in-
dependence. He and
five brothers, Daniel,
John, Joshua, Thom-
as, and William, all
served in the Revo-
lutionary War, a re-
markable family con-
tribution. Elias fought
as a private in Colo-
nel Gaskins’ Virginia
Regiment, marching
through Fredericks-
burg, the Potomac, Al-
bemarle County, and
Jamestown before tak-
ing part in the Siege
of Yorktown, where
he remained until the
British surrender.

On August 2, 1788,
Barbee married Eliz-
abeth Slaughter in
Culpeper, Virginia. To-
gether, they went on to
have at least five sons
and eight daughters.

Barbee and his new
wife joined the wave
of Virginians mov-
ing westward after
the war. By the early
1790s they had settled

eight miles northwest
of present day Camp-
bellsville, then part
of Green County. His
leadership was quick-
ly recognized. He was
appointed Major in
1792, Colonel in 1797,
and Brigadier General
in 1799 in the Ken-
tucky Militia’s 16th
Regiment. His name
appears repeatedly in
early county records:
as one of the first
commissioners to take
land title depositions,
as atrustee of the new-
ly established town of
Greensburg in 1794,
and in 1802 as one
of the commissioners
charged with securing
a suitable courthouse
for the county.

Barbee also became
a prominent voice in
Kentucky politics. He
represented Green
County in the Ken-
tucky House of Rep-
resentatives (1809-
1812, 1825-1827) and
in the Kentucky Sen-
ate(1821-1823).Itwas
during his Senate ser-
vice that he authored
his most enduring
public achievement.
Moved by the needs of
his own deaf daugh-
ter, Lucy Barbee, he
introduced legislation
in 1822 to create a
school for the deaf at
Danville. Signed by
Governor John Adair
on April 10, 1823,
the act established
the Kentucky School
for the Deaf, the first
state funded institu-
tion of its kind in the
United States. When
the school opened that

November, Lucy Bar-
bee was among its first
students.

Elias Barbee died in
Green County on Oc-
tober 6, 1843, at age
eighty, and was buried
beside his wife in what
is now Taylor County’s
Winlock Barbee Cem-
etery. His will details
the distribution of
hundreds of acres of
land across Green,
Taylor,and Adair coun-
ties, and the division
of slaves among his
children. He directed
that the family grave-
yard be preserved
and provided a $3,000
fund for the care of
his daughter Lucy. He
also left instruction to
cover the expense of a
slave woman named
Hanner.

A Kentucky Histori-
cal Society marker on
the courthouse lawn in
Campbellsville honors
his service as a Revo-
lutionary War soldier,
militia general, legis-
lator, and advocate for
education.

As Green County
celebrates America
250, Barbee’s life of-
fers a vivid portrait
of the courage, ambi-
tions, and determi-
nation held by early
Americans. His ser-
vice as a Revolution-
ary War soldier, fron-
tier militia leader,
and persistent public
servant left marks
that stretched far be-
yond his own lifetime,
from the courthouse
in Greensburg to the
halls of Kentucky’s
General Assembly.
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Changing the world, one heart at a time.

Green River Trails

Formerly Green Hill Rehabilitation and Care

213 Industrial Drive - Greensburg, KY 42743
Phone (270) 932-4241

Green River Trails does not discriminate in the delivery of services or in employment on the basis of age, disability,
race, color, national origin, religion or sex. EOE/M/F/D Medicare, Medicaid and private insurance accepted.

LPN's - Earn up

RN's -Earn up
to $40/hour

to $33/hour

Greensburg-Green County
A proud past — A promising future

Way Back When

By CAROL DiAL
SPECIAL TO THE R-H

July 3, 1996

DES members aid
tornado victims -
Members of Green
County DES and Res-
cue Squad traveled to
Pioneer Village in Jef-
ferson County to help
clean up debris after
a tornado struck the
area.

Obituaries - Rev.
Flym J. Judd, 89, June
30; Olus Carr, 89, June
23; Ralph Jackson
Bell, 69, June 29.

Homemakers
visit Glendale
- Members of the
Summersville Home-
makers enjoyed a trip
to Glendale. They ate
at the Whistle Stop
and visited some of
the shops.

Matney retires
- Garland Matney
has retired from
Greensburg Manufac-
turing Company after
38 years as a lumber
grader.

July 3, 1986

Soldier decorat-
ed - Spec 4 Timothy G.
Judd was awarded the
Army Achievement
Medal at Fort Hood,
Texas.

Ground break-
ing ceremony - The
United Pentecostal
Church of Kentucky
held a ground break-
ing ceremony for a
new tabernacle at
their campground in
Summersville June 1.

Green County

Internet that Fit
Your Lifest

Junior Miss - De-
linda Wilcoxson was
crowned the 1987
Green County Junior
Miss.

Portland, Mrs.
Ray Coffey - We
have had hot weather
the last few days with
temperatures in the
high 90s.

July 8, 1976

Hail storm dam-
ages crops - A severe
hail storm caused ex-
tensive damage to
crops from Old Salem
to Buckner Hill.

Donations for
Judds - Over $5,000
has been donated to
benefit Arnie and
Anita Judd, who are
recovering from a se-
rious electrical shock.

Anniversary -
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy
Bradshaw were hon-
ored with a Golden
Anniversary celebra-
tion by their friends
and family.

McDowell Wing
opens - The Jane
Todd Crawford Hospi-
tal McDowell Skilled
Nursing Facility is
open to serve the com-
munity.

July 7, 1966

Gas explosion
damages home -
The home of Gleason
Squires was damaged
when a faulty gas
water heater caused
an explosion in the
basement. Damages
to the home exceeded
$9,000.

Cleanest and

Fiber internet packages built for the

STARTING
AT JUST

SSO/MO.

Three plans. One reliable

fiber network.

Perfect for:

& Gaming

& Remote work
& Online classes
& Streaming on multiple TVs

'IGig | $70/month

Included:

& Smart home devices
& Busy households

WHY CUSTOMERS LOVE IT

Keeps everyone connected without worrying about
slowdowns when multiple devices are online.

Greenest Farm - The
Jimmy O’Banion fam-
ily received an award
for the Cleanest and
Greenest Farm at the
Green County Fair.

Homemaker of
the Year - Evelyn
Montgomery, a mem-
ber of the Greensburg
Homemaker’s Club,
hasbeennamed Green
County Homemaker
of the Year.

Sullivan crowned
- Dianne Sullivan was
crowned Miss Green
County at the Green
County Fair.

Durham’s Best-
way ad - Sugar, 10
1b., 98 cents; crack-
ers, 11b. box, 23 cents;
Maxwell House coffee,
1 1b., 83 cents; apples,
2 1b., 29 cents; Chuck
roast, 37 cents per 1b.;
rib roast, 69 cents per
1b.; Gerber baby food,
4/45 cents; Silver Miss
flour, 10 1b., 99 cents.

Take us on your
adventures!

Take a copy of the
Record-Herald on your
next vacation,
snap a picture and send
it tous. We'll printitina
future issue.

Ewail your photo to
news2@record-herald.com

& Router

& Managed Wi-Fi

& SCRTC Connect App
& Built-In Security

Looking for a different fit?

Ask about our other plans:

Basic Living Power Home

Find the fiber plan built for your life.

SCRTC.COM

- 270-678-2111




