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THE WICKER REPORT

SENATOR WICKER'S WEEKLY REPORT

from CONGRESS

Wicker Promotes
Pro-Life
Legislation

Law Must Protect Babies,
Moms, and Families

In 2022, the Supreme
Court overturned Roe v
Wade, returning most abor-
tion decision-making re-
sponsibility to the states.
But this deeply personal and
hotly debated subject has
now returned to the nation’s
highest court. Most recently,
the justices have been con-

sidering cases involving
mifepristone, a chemical
abortion pill.

Abortion Drug Endangers
Women and Babies

In many states, including
Mississippi, it is illegal to
sell or provide mifepristone
for abortion. Not only does
the drug complete an abor-
tion but it puts moms in dan-
ger. For example, it causes
some women to misidentify
side effects. In some cases,
the experience of mifepris-
tone can resemble the symp-
toms of an ectopic pregnan-
cy, which requires urgent
medical attention.

For those reasons, mife-
pristone has always been
dispensed only in the pres-
ence of a health care pro-
vider, who could be there
for women in case of nega-
tive reactions. In 2023,
the Biden administration
sacrificed these longstand-
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To get your news in this
paper, call 662-834-1489 or
662-458-5788.

Monday, all the Nutrition
sites for seniors were closed
for Memorial Day. They
reopened Tuesday. Other
places were closed too.

Thursday night, May 28th,
Gladys celebrated 30 years
of work. She is not retiring
yet. You can still go and buy
good food.

TRIAD had their annual
luncheon Wednesday, May
27th at the Multi-Purpose
Complex in Lexington at
10:00 a.m.. The program
consisted of an opening
song by Mr. Thomas Keys,
a scripture by Mrs. Linda
Cunningham, a prayer by
Mrs. Leona Fields, greetings
by Mayor Percy Washing-
ton, a welcome by Verlinda
Martin, the purpose of TRI-
AD by Sheriff Willie March,
a reading by Mrs. Daisye
McGee, grace by Mrs. Mary
Day, a musical selection by

ing safety procedures in
its pursuit of an unlimited
abortion policy. It did away
with the in-person require-
ment, permanently allowing
mifepristone to be shipped
directly to homes.

The Biden administra-
tion’s decision violated
more than women’s safety
standards. It also brought
abortions into states that
had banned the procedure.
I have filed briefs at the Su-
preme Court, urging them
to restore the in-person re-
quirement that provided
more safety. At the same
time, | am working with the
Trump administration as it
conducts a review of mife-
pristone policy.

Taxpayers Shouldn’t
Fund Abortion

I have also been working
to make permanent the prin-
ciples of the Hyde Amend-
ment, which keeps taxpayer
money from funding abor-
tions. Since 1976, Congress
has attached this amend-
ment to appropriations bills,
giving it a one-year term
that must be re-approved
annually.

As Americans have vigor-
ously deliberated over abor-
tion for the past 50 years,
the Hyde Amendment has
been one of the few sources

Mr. Thomas Keys, intro-
duction of speaker by Mrs.
JoAnn Garner, speaker Dr.
Gerald Stinson, Jr. OD Eye
Clinic in Lexington, and
door prizes were given.
Time was given to meet the
vendors and meet the candi-
dates.

Re. Bennie Thompson
made a surprise stop by.
He talked about Medicaid,
youth, food pantries, and
other things. Sen. Bradford
Blackmon came by. Rep.
Bryant Clark came by. Mr.
Tim Howard came by.

Several vendors were on
site. Closing remarks were
made by the president,
Mattie Young. Lunch was
served to about 185 people.

I enjoyed the Memorial
Day weekend in Coffee-
ville, Mississippi.

The Farmer’s Market has
watermelons.

Trinity MB Church will
have its anniversary the
firsts Sunday in June.

of stability. Both Demo-
crats and Republicans have
agreed that, no matter what
state or local laws say about
the issue, the public should
not have to subsidize the
procedure. This Congress,
I introduced a bill called the
No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion and Abortion In-
surance Full Disclosure Act
of 2025. That legislation
would eliminate the need to
reapprove the Hyde Amend-
ment each year and instead
make it the fixed law of the

land.
In the meantime, | am
supporting  another  bill,

which would address a nar-
row application of the same
principle. | joined the Title
X Abortion Provider Pro-
hibition Act, which would
prevent federal family plan-
ning grants from supporting
organizations that also pro-
vide abortion.

Pro-Life Community
Promotes Adoption
The pro-life community
has long understood that
ending abortion is just one
component in a broader
culture of life. After Roe v
Wade was overturned, Mis-
sissippi increased services
for mothers and families,
helping them care for their
babies. Adoption is one of
the most profound examples
of that care. In Congress,
I am working to make the
adoption process safer and

more accessible.

I recently joined a bill,
the ADOPT Act, which
would protect mothers, chil-
dren, and adoptive families
from those who exploit the
adoption system. Dishonest
“baby brokers” have been
charging exorbitant fees
to connect birth mothers
with adoptive parents. Of-
ten, these brokers lack the
credentials that prove they
have been vetted.

The ADOPT Act would al-
low only legitimate provid-
ers to facilitate the adoption
process, ensuring that no
vulnerable mothers or chil-

New law creates grant program
that covers some college costs

Mississippi Today

by Candice Wilder

Mississippi residents who
want to earn an associate de-
gree or professional creden-
tial at one of the state’s com-
munity colleges could get
some financial help through
a new program.

In April, Gov. Tate Reeves
signed into law House Bill
562, which establishes the
UPSKILL (Upgrading Pri-
ority Skills for Key Indus-

try Learning and Labor)
Mississippi Grant program.
The program, which would
start as a pilot, will provide
last-dollar scholarships to
eligible adults who are 24 or
older and seeking job train-
ing to earn a living wage.
The state Financial Aid
Office will oversee the
grants, which will cover
the remaining balance after
a student’s other financial
aid and scholarships are ap-
plied. To participate in the

program, students must be
Mississippi residents for at
least two years.

UPSKILL would also pro-
vide eligible students with
a $500 annual stipend for
books and other materials.

Additional details of the
program’s costs and funding
source are still being ironed
out, said Courtney Taylor,
executive director of Accel-
erateMS, the state’s work-
force agency. The aim is to
launch in January.

Hyde-Smith, Britt push for
permanent reauthorization

of E-Verify program

Mississippi  U.S. Sena-
tor Cindy Hyde-Smith has
joined U.S. Senator Katie
Britt of Alabama to intro-
duce legislation to perma-
nently reauthorize the E-
Verify program and require
its use by all employers in
the United States.

The Mandatory E-Verify
Act of 2026 would establish
a national standard for the
E-Verify program, which is
already mandatory across a
number of states and federal
entities, including the Unit-
ed States Senate.

“E-Verify used to con-
firm worker eligibility, but
lax enforcement and open-
border policies have weak-
ened its effectiveness to
guarantee that authorized
workers, not ineligible il-
legal immigrants, are being
hired,” said Hyde-Smith,
who serves on the Senate

dren get exploited by these
untrustworthy brokers. In-
stead, my colleagues and |
want adoption to be a safe
and viable option, both
for mothers carrying their
babies to term and for par-
ents seeking to bring chil-
dren into a loving forever
home.

Homeland Security Appro-
priations Subcommittee.
The Senators said the leg-
islation would enhance civil
and criminal penalties for
employing illegal aliens,

strengthen fraud preven-
tion measures within the
E-Verify program, and pro-
hibit states from blocking or
preventing employers from
using E-Verify.

sulphur blocks
for horses
& cows

June is the time for

4-H Horse Shows

Now in stock: horse tack
horse ﬂg spray <reac19 to use)

shampoo white salt blocks

trace mmeral b!ocks ancl

Mon. - Fri.

LEXINGTON
FARM SUPPLY

8a.m.-5:00p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Highway 12 E 834-3388 Lexington

2025 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
West Holmes Water Association
PWSY: 260027
May 2026

‘Wa're pleased 1o presant 1 you this year's Annual Quality Water Report. This report is designed to inform you about e qualty walor
and services we delwer to you every day. Our constant goal 15 o provide you with a sade and dependable supply of drnking waler. We
‘wanf you 1o understand the etiorts we make ta continually improve he water treatment process and protect our water resources. W

are commitied to ensaring fhe qualy of your watar

The West Holmes Water Associalion works around the clock 1o provide Lop quality water ko every tap, We ask thal a cur customers
hedp us prolect our walr sources, which we the heart of our community, cur wity of ife snd cur chitnen's futura

Please shase s information with anyone wiho derks this watsr {or their guardians), especially those wha may not have received the
sehools, and

repor deeclly (for axample, peopse in

Contact & Meeting Information

1 you b any questions about this report or concarning your water utlity, please contact Kalyn Davis. Presiclent, at 862 237 8762 We
want pur valued cusioeners 1o be informed about thes waler ulilty, il you want 1o learn more, pleass jon ws at ary of our regulary
scheduled mustings. They are he'd on the first Monday of sach month at £:00 PM at the office complex.

Source of Water

Ot waber source is from wells drawing from the Upper Mendian Wilkcox Aguifer. The source water assessment has been completed for
our public water system (o determvine the overall susceptibilly of its drinking water supply to identify potential sowces of contamination.

A repont contaning detaded on how the

were made has been fumished 16 our public waber

system and is avalable for viewing upon request The weils for the West Holmes Water Association have recerved modemite to higher

rankings in tarmss of susceptibibty lo contamination

Period Covered by Report

W routinely mandor for cantaminants in your drinking waler according 1o fedoral and state laws. This report |s based oo resuls of our
montorng perod of January 17 to December 317, 2025, In cases where monilanng wasnt reguined n 2025, th table reflects the most
recent lealing done in accordance wish the laws, ules, and regulations.

As water travels over the suriace of land or undarground, i dasolves raturally cecurming menerals and, in some cases, radoacive
matenals and can pick up substonces of contaminants from the presence of anmals or from human activity, microbsal conaminants,
such a5 viruses and bactenia, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agriculiural Iivestock cperatons, and
‘widife, morganc contaminants, such s salts and metals, which can be naturally occumng of result om urban storm-water runol,

indusiial, of domestic . oil and gas prod

mining, ot farming, pesticides and herbicdes, which may come

from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm-water runoff, and residential uses: organic chemical contaminants, including
synthatic and volatile organic chanscals, which &re by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come

from gas stations and seplic systems; radicactive contaminants, which can be

naturally oocuting of be the result o oll and gas

production and minkng sctivitios. In order 1o ensure hat tap water s safe to dink, EPA prescibes regulations at imit the amount of
cartain contaminants in water provided by public walsr systams, All drinking watar, incdeng bottied drnking water, moy ba reasanably
expecied to contain af least small amounts of some contammnants. s important to remember that the presence of these contammarnts

does nal nocessarity indicate that the watnr poses a hoash risk

Wie are required o monfior your drinking waler for specific contaminants on a manthly basis. Results of regular moniloting are an
indicator of whethes or not our drinking water meets health standards. In addbon to the contaminants listed in e table, we tested for
additional chemmecals for which the stale and EPA have set standards. W found no detectable lvels of those chemicals.

Vislutions.

Dot systemn had no valatons. Wae're proud hat your dnniong waler meets of axcedds 8l Federal and State rquirsments

Lead Educational Statement

Lend can cause sanous healih problems, espacialy for pregnant women and your children Lead m drnking water & primanly from
mlerals and components. associated with service fnes. and hotse plumbing Cur wiler system @ respaorssbile for providng high quality
drinking water and remaving lead pipes, but cannat contol the variety of materials used in plambing componants. in you home. You
share the responsibilty for profecting yoursell and your family lrom the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by
ientitying and removing lead malerias within yow home plumbing and laking sleps 1o reduce your family's risk. Belare dnnking lag
water, fush your pipes for several minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a
filter cenfied by an Amencan Nahonal Standards Insthute sccredded cerfifier %o reduce lead in drnking waser. H yos) ane concemed
about lead in your water and wish to have your water lested, contact cur waler system. Information on lead n drinking water, testing

muthods, and steps. you can take 1o minimice exposite are avallable a1 Mg/t

ow. B0a govisafevateniead

Our system has completed the Lead Service Line Inveniory, and no lead ines were found The methods used lo make that

were visal . walar oparator
our office upan request.

and archived records. This inventory report is available for viewing at

M sources of drinking walor are subject fo potontial contamination by substanoes that ane naturally oocurring or man-made. These
HubstanCEd can e microbes, Moeganic of organic chemicals and radicactive substancen. AR drinking water, mcluding botthed water,
may ressonably be expected 1o contan o1 least small amounts of some contarmmnants. The presence of contaminants does Pot

necessanly inchcate that the waler poses a heafth nsk More mformation about

contamnants and potensal health efiects can be

abtained by caling the Evvirenmental Protection Agency's Sate Drinking Water Holline a1 1,800 426.4781

Some peaple may be mese vulnerable to contaminants in drinking waser than the general population. lmm

mised parsans

such B4 persons with cancer undergoing chemolherapy, persons who hive undevgone Ofgan lranspants, people with HIVIAIDS o

ether immune system disorders, some eiderly, and infants can be particulady af risk from infectons. These people should seek advice

aholﬂ drinkang water from thair haaltih cose providers. EPACDT guidelnes cn appropnale means fo lessan he sk of infocton by
and other are avadable from the Sate Dnnking Water Hotliee 1.500 426 4701

TEST RESULTS

Comammant Violaton | Dme | Lowel
YN | Collected | Detected |

| Wvl Dtects o | Unit
st

| mouscumRoy | |
anrgam: Contaminants — s and metsls wich can occut ‘aturally in the soll of groundwater or malrmnfmmum siormnler

MCLG MCL Likety Sonrce of Contammaton
| Meanurs

ment

runcff Indhystrial o domestic waslwator ﬁsmgg_ei@!mgu_s_pmmm mmg of farmang

Sedum IC] ;Ws 158 128158

10, Bamm N 2034 5136 - 0tad 2 | Cinchargo of arifing wastes.
drschange from metal tefinenes:
- A— L ____| erosion of natural deposts
13 Chrommm N 2024 40 No Range =) 100 100 | Dracharge from sieel and puip
| mibs, erosion of
— SHgqads
14. Copper N 02 1 o e 13 AL=11 | Corrosion of household
plumbing systerma; eroaion of
natursl Sepods, leaching from
8. Fiuceide L] 2024 78 152- 178 | pem 4 4 | Ereston of nastural doposits;
addAve which
sirorg beeth; cacharge tom
fertiirar mnd phaming
_ factones
17 Load [} waaEr |2 o C) o ALa15 | Correaron of hounaheld
plumbieng systers, erasion of
13, aewta (8 [l 035 | 01~ 102 = 18 10 | Rt feom fertiizer wae
Htragen) | leacking from sepbe tanks,

sewngs; emsicn of natural
L L Seposls

| e 0 | Roed Sait, Waler Treatment
Coeeats, Waler SoNaners
and Sewage Efuents

ooeulming malerials n“tw

Disinfection By-Products — Substances taemed whan dsiisctants. ke Chiaring, issied 10 Yl ceinking wealir rsact wi naturally

Teee o 60 | By-Progec of dnnkng water
drunfactcn

B HAAS MBS | 126 | NeRango
T (] 025 158 W Range
[Total

roaemathanes) - | I E—
Chiarine N 2035 [14-RAA | 55— 188
L YT p— v — pp———

Terms and Abbrevintions

I3 ] B0 | By-product of denking waler
ehienation
[ g 0| MADL =4 | Waler aadtive wusd Io control
| menbes

In the table you may find unfamiiar lerms. and abibreviabons you might not be Gamiar with. To heip you betler understand thess lerms.

we've pravided the folowing definibons.

Action Level (AL} - The
st baliow

whith, i cxcooded, inggers reatment or other requirements that 3 water system

Mavmum Contamungnt Level (MCLE The “Maxmum Aliowed” (MCL} is the haghest lovel of a contamanant that = aliowed n dninking
water, MCLs are sef a8 close 10 the MCLGs a3 feasible using the best sviriable treatment technalogy.

Masimium Contamingnt evel

The "Gaal IMCLG) is Ihe level of a contamnant in dirkong wiler beiow wivich thare (s no
knzwn of expected nsk to health. MCLGs alaw for » margin of safety

Maximum Rosdue! Danfeciant Leve! (MROL) The highest level of a disinfectant aliowed in drnking water  There is convincing
evidence that addibon of a dismilectant & necessary fo control mecrobial contaminants,

hianimin Banclual Diinfsoiot Lavel Goal ML) Tha leve of 2 dinking watee dandectar below which thees i 80 knoua oe
lect th

wxpected nsk of health. MROLGS do nat ref

uge af 1o condrol

Bacts per Inifae (oph) or avcrograms per Wer (). one par by weight of analyte to 1 billhon parts by weight of the water sample

Parts par milion foom) ar Miligrams per iter {mo/l); one par by weight of analyte ko 1 milion parts by weight of the waler sample

BAA: Rurning Anrual Average




