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LEXINGTON
FARM SUPPLY 

Now in stock: horse tack,
horse fly spray (ready to use),

shampoo, white salt blocks, 
trace mineral blocks, and

sulphur blocks
for horses

& cows

Highway 12 E    834-3388   Lexington

Mon. - Fri.   8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

June is the time for 
4-H Horse Shows

Mississippi Today
by Candice Wilder 
Mississippi residents who 

want to earn an associate de-
gree or professional creden-
tial at one of the state’s com-
munity colleges could get 
some financial help through 
a new program. 

In April, Gov. Tate Reeves 
signed into law House Bill 
562, which establishes the 
UPSKILL (Upgrading Pri-
ority Skills for Key Indus-

New law creates grant program 
that covers some college costs

try Learning and Labor) 
Mississippi Grant program. 
The program, which would 
start as a pilot, will provide 
last-dollar scholarships to 
eligible adults who are 24 or 
older and seeking job train-
ing to earn a living wage. 

The state Financial Aid 
Office will oversee the 
grants, which will cover 
the remaining balance after 
a student’s other financial 
aid and scholarships are ap-
plied. To participate in the 

program, students must be 
Mississippi residents for at 
least two years. 

UPSKILL would also pro-
vide eligible students with 
a $500 annual stipend for 
books and other materials. 

Additional details of the 
program’s costs and funding 
source are still being ironed 
out, said Courtney Taylor, 
executive director of Accel-
erateMS, the state’s work-
force agency. The aim is to 
launch in January. 

Mississippi U.S. Sena-
tor Cindy Hyde-Smith has 
joined U.S. Senator Katie 
Britt of Alabama to intro-
duce legislation to perma-
nently reauthorize the E-
Verify program and require 
its use by all employers in 
the United States.

The Mandatory E-Verify 
Act of 2026 would establish 
a national standard for the 
E-Verify program, which is 
already mandatory across a 
number of states and federal 
entities, including the Unit-
ed States Senate.

“E-Verify used to con-
firm worker eligibility, but 
lax enforcement and open-
border policies have weak-
ened its effectiveness to 
guarantee that authorized 
workers, not ineligible il-
legal immigrants, are being 
hired,” said Hyde-Smith, 
who serves on the Senate 

Hyde-Smith, Britt push for 
permanent reauthorization 
of E-Verify program

Homeland Security Appro-
priations Subcommittee. 

The Senators said the leg-
islation would enhance civil 
and criminal penalties for 
employing illegal aliens, 

strengthen fraud preven-
tion measures within the 
E-Verify program, and pro-
hibit states from blocking or 
preventing employers from 
using E-Verify. 

Wicker Promotes 
Pro-Life 

Legislation
Law Must Protect Babies, 

Moms, and Families
In 2022, the Supreme 

Court overturned Roe v 
Wade, returning most abor-
tion decision-making re-
sponsibility to the states. 
But this deeply personal and 
hotly debated subject has 
now returned to the nation’s 
highest court. Most recently, 
the justices have been con-
sidering cases involving 
mifepristone, a chemical 
abortion pill.
Abortion Drug Endangers 

Women and Babies
In many states, including 

Mississippi, it is illegal to 
sell or provide mifepristone 
for abortion. Not only does 
the drug complete an abor-
tion but it puts moms in dan-
ger. For example, it causes 
some women to misidentify 
side effects. In some cases, 
the experience of mifepris-
tone can resemble the symp-
toms of an ectopic pregnan-
cy, which requires urgent 
medical attention.

For those reasons, mife-
pristone has always been 
dispensed only in the pres-
ence of a health care pro-
vider, who could be there 
for women in case of nega-
tive reactions. In 2023, 
the Biden administration 
sacrificed these longstand-

ing safety procedures in 
its pursuit of an unlimited 
abortion policy. It did away 
with the in-person require-
ment, permanently allowing 
mifepristone to be shipped 
directly to homes.

The Biden administra-
tion’s decision violated 
more than women’s safety 
standards. It also brought 
abortions into states that 
had banned the procedure. 
I have filed briefs at the Su-
preme Court, urging them 
to restore the in-person re-
quirement that provided 
more safety. At the same 
time, I am working with the 
Trump administration as it 
conducts a review of mife-
pristone policy.

Taxpayers Shouldn’t 
Fund Abortion

I have also been working 
to make permanent the prin-
ciples of the Hyde Amend-
ment, which keeps taxpayer 
money from funding abor-
tions. Since 1976, Congress 
has attached this amend-
ment to appropriations bills, 
giving it a one-year term 
that must be re-approved 
annually.

As Americans have vigor-
ously deliberated over abor-
tion for the past 50 years, 
the Hyde Amendment has 
been one of the few sources 

of stability. Both Demo-
crats and Republicans have 
agreed that, no matter what 
state or local laws say about 
the issue, the public should 
not have to subsidize the 
procedure. This Congress, 
I introduced a bill called the 
No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion and Abortion In-
surance Full Disclosure Act 
of 2025. That legislation 
would eliminate the need to 
reapprove the Hyde Amend-
ment each year and instead 
make it the fixed law of the 
land.

In the meantime, I am 
supporting another bill, 
which would address a nar-
row application of the same 
principle. I joined the Title 
X Abortion Provider Pro-
hibition Act, which would 
prevent federal family plan-
ning grants from supporting 
organizations that also pro-
vide abortion.

Pro-Life Community 
Promotes Adoption

The pro-life community 
has long understood that 
ending abortion is just one 
component in a broader 
culture of life. After Roe v 
Wade was overturned, Mis-
sissippi increased services 
for mothers and families, 
helping them care for their 
babies. Adoption is one of 
the most profound examples 
of that care. In Congress, 
I am working to make the 
adoption process safer and 
more accessible.

I recently joined a bill, 
the ADOPT Act, which 
would protect mothers, chil-
dren, and adoptive families 
from those who exploit the 
adoption system. Dishonest 
“baby brokers” have been 
charging exorbitant fees 
to connect birth mothers 
with adoptive parents. Of-
ten, these brokers lack the 
credentials that prove they 
have been vetted.

The ADOPT Act would al-
low only legitimate provid-
ers to facilitate the adoption 
process, ensuring that no 
vulnerable mothers or chil-

To get your news in this 
paper, call 662-834-1489 or 
662-458-5788.

Monday, all the Nutrition 
sites for seniors were closed 
for Memorial Day. They 
reopened Tuesday. Other 
places were closed too.

Thursday night, May 28th, 
Gladys celebrated 30 years 
of work. She is not retiring 
yet. You can still go and buy 
good food. 

TRIAD had their annual 
luncheon Wednesday, May 
27th at the Multi-Purpose 
Complex in Lexington at 
10:00 a.m.. The program 
consisted of an opening 
song by Mr. Thomas Keys, 
a scripture by Mrs. Linda 
Cunningham, a prayer by 
Mrs. Leona Fields, greetings 
by Mayor Percy Washing-
ton, a welcome by Verlinda 
Martin, the purpose of TRI-
AD by Sheriff Willie March, 
a reading by Mrs. Daisye 
McGee, grace by Mrs. Mary 
Day, a musical selection by 

Mr. Thomas Keys, intro-
duction of speaker by Mrs. 
JoAnn Garner, speaker Dr. 
Gerald Stinson, Jr. OD Eye 
Clinic in Lexington,  and 
door prizes were given. 
Time was given to meet the 
vendors and meet the candi-
dates.

Re. Bennie Thompson 
made a surprise stop by. 
He talked about Medicaid, 
youth, food pantries, and 
other things. Sen. Bradford 
Blackmon came by. Rep. 
Bryant Clark came by. Mr. 
Tim Howard came by.

Several vendors were on 
site. Closing remarks were 
made by the president, 
Mattie Young. Lunch was 
served to about 185 people.

I enjoyed the Memorial 
Day weekend in Coffee-
ville, Mississippi.

The Farmer’s Market has 
watermelons.

Trinity MB Church will 
have its anniversary the 
firsts Sunday in June.

dren get exploited by these 
untrustworthy brokers. In-
stead, my colleagues and I 
want adoption to be a safe 
and viable option, both 
for mothers carrying their 
babies to term and for par-
ents seeking to bring chil-
dren into a loving forever 
home.


