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MON. - FRI. 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 BOWLING GREEN ROAD •  DURANT, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

Businesses and Services Directory

• 662-834-9007 •

Jim Arnold
Attorney at Law

● Chapter 7 Bankruptcy ●
● Chapter 13 Bankruptcy ●
● Handles Social Security ●
No upfront fee except filing fee
Attorney Fees through the Plan
OFFICES LOCATED AT:

435 EAST BEACON ST.
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

601-656-6914

333 EAST MULBERRY ST.
DURANT, MS 39063

662-653-6448
104 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST.

STARKVILLE, MS 39759
662-324-1666

The best Decaf is roasted at 

DECAF  DRINKERS??

FRESHSOUTHERNCOFFEE.COM
212 Court Square, Lexington, 662-834-3917

Sold by the cup or 1 lb. bag
Orders filled 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Looking for an attention-
grabbing new direction in 
your garden? I’m doing a 
makeover of a corner of my 
front yard featuring exotic-
looking but perfectly hardy 
cacti and succulents. 

I know this 
group of plants 
is polarizing to 
some folks, but I 
grow lots of dif-
ferent kinds, part-
ly for how their 
unique appear-
ances keep my 
horticultural in-
terest piqued, and 
partly because 
they are nearly 
zero care, and tolerant of 
weather extremes which is 
getting more important in 
our changing climate.

Quick FAQ: A cactus is a 
succulent, but not all suc-
culents are cacti; many do 
not have thorns or sharp leaf 
tips. Some, like Granny’s 
night blooming cereus and 
my collection of Sansevie-
rias, are tropical and frost-
sensitive, and have to be 
brought indoors in the win-
ter, while others are native 
all the way up into Canada 
and can take any weather 
thrown at them. Only thing 
they all have in common is 
the ability to store water in 
their stems or leaves to get 
them through dry times. 

My extensive collection 
includes an astounding ar-

Felder Rushing
ray in an astonishing array 
of shapes, sizes, foliage, and 
flower colors. Some prefer 
full sun; others need light 
mid-day shade in the Dog 
Days to protect them from 
our humidity-intensified 

sunlight. Most can 
get root or stem 
rot from our heavy 
winter rains; to get 
around this, I grow 
them in containers 
or in raised beds 
with extra perlite 
or coarse gravel 
worked into the 
soil. And I never - 
ever - water them, 
even all summer.    

Trouble is, very few stores 
separate the hardy kinds 
from those too tender to sur-
vive our summer humidity 
and rain, and winter cold. 
It’s confusing when gar-
den centers push them all 
together based just on their 
being succulents. It’s like 
treating all pets alike. 

So, after many years of 
running different succu-
lents through my acid test 
trials, including in the gar-
den planted in the back of 
my old pickup truck, I’ve 
found nearly two dozen that 
will grow outside, tolerat-
ing our heavy rains, sum-
mer heat with no water for 
weeks, and even hard winter 
freezes.

My favorite survivors for 
growing outside all year in 

containers or in well-drained 
garden soil include common 
prickly pear (I grow a thorn-
less variety), giant “century 
plant” agave, two smaller 
dwarf agaves (parryi and 
variegated lopantha), dwarf 
soft-tip yuccas including the 
popular golden variegated 
kinds, red-flowering yucca 
(Hesperaloe), hedgehog and 
powder puff cactus (both 
native to Oklahoma), gray-
leafed Southern hens and 
chicks (Graptopetalum), 
northern hens and chicks 

ALL-YEAR  HARDY  SUCCULENTS

FELDER
 RUSHING

(Sempervivum), and many 
super cold hardy sedums 
including dragon’s blood, 
Blue Spruce, Chinese stone-
crops (Sedum tetractinum), 
the old garden standby 
goldmoss sedum, and Au-
tumn Joy which is a large, 
commonly-grown perennial 
heirloom that dies down in 
the winter.

I have others, of course; to 
see some of them in garden 
settings go to felderrushing.
blog, scroll down and in the 
search box type the word 

FELDER’S  HARDY  SUCCULENTS
succulents. Lotta photos of 
the ones we can grow here, 
plus tips on how to design 
with and grow them. 

You will notice that I mix 
and match them for inter-
esting vignettes, including 
upright and cascading in the 
same pots, just like regular 
flowers. And I plant dwarf 
winter bulbs and small flow-
ering summer plants includ-
ing trailing lantana, peren-
nial salvias, turk’s turban, 
tropical milkweed, dwarf 
nandina, Texas sage shrub, 

celosia, and gaura that don’t 
need much water with them.

And of course I acces-
sorize, as with any good 
garden, mostly with low, 
wide pots, rocks, and inter-
esting driftwood, all which 
help create an all-year eye-
catching scene.   

Main thing is the many 
different succulents are 
amazing and easy; all fit my 
low-input garden style.  

Felder Rushing is a Mis-
sissippi author and colum-
nist.


