Miss. Miracle..

Ole Miss in World Series .1

Serving
Holmes
County

Since

1959

THURSDAY, JUNE I,

2026

ONE SECTION

HOLMES

COUNTY

LEXINGTON, MISSISSIPPI

39095

HERALD

VOLUME 68 - NUMBER 24

Holmes' Nikki Boutwell Holmes' Harris named 2026
Moody Institute Fellow
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Nikki Boutwell is pictured with Holmes President
Dr. Jim Haffey during the graduation ceremony for
MCCLA on May 5.

MSU students
showcase projects

at Undergraduate
Research Symposium

Jazmaree Rich

MISSISSIPPI STATE,
MS - Mississippi State Uni-
versity's Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium engages
students in showcasing their
faculty-guided research and
creative activity. This bi-an-
nual event includes students
from diverse departments
and colleges who participate
in poster and oral presenta-
tion sessions, sharing their
work with the MSU com-
munity.

The following local stu-
dents were this spring's

m

MCCLA

Nikki Merchant Bout-
well, recruiting specialist
on the Goodman Campus
at Holmes Community Col-
lege, was recognized May
5 as a graduate of the Mis-
sissippi  Community Col-
lege Leadership Academy, a
yearlong professional devel-
opment program designed
to prepare mid- and upper-
level administrators within
Mississippi’s ~ community
college system for leader-
ship roles. The graduation
ceremony was held at Mis-
sissippi State University.

In her role at Holmes,
Boutwell supervises Am-
bassador student recruit-
ers, teaches Leadership
and Communication Skills
courses and serves as a li-
aison between business and
industry leaders, recruiters
and university admissions
counselors. She also works
closely with prospective
students and campus part-
ners to support recruitment
and enrollment e®FForts
the Goodman Campus.

Established in 2009,
MCCLA is a selective

(Continued on page 8.)

symposium participants:

Jazmaree Rich, a senior
computer science major
from Durant, MS, present-
ed "Modernizing Autono-
mous Vehicle Path Planning
Through MATLAB-to-Py-
thon Translation" in the En-
gineering category.

Toni Woodberry, a sopho-
more computer engineering
major from Pickens, MS,
presented "Design and In-
tegration of a Map-Based
Planning Framework in
ROS for Enhanced Global
and Local Path Planning in
Autonomous Vehicle Sys-
tems" in the Engineering
category.

Katrena Harris

Katrena Harris, instructor
for the Criminal Justice pro-
gram at Holmes Community
College, has been selected
as a 2026 Moody Institute
Fellow.

Harris was chosen by the
Moody Institute Trust Fund
Board following a com-
petitive review of faculty
enrichment proposals sub-
mitted by faculty members

from Mississippi’s public
community and junior col-
leges. Her proposal was
selected as one of the ap-
proved projects for the 2026
fellowship cycle.

As part of the fellowship,
Harris will receive fund-
ing to support a profes-
sional enrichment experi-
ence focused on advancing

teaching e Fectiveness andpportunities

instructional development.
The Moody Institute Trust
Fund was established in
1990 in honor of Dr. George
V. Moody, the fFirst execu
tive director of the State
Board for Community and
Junior Colleges, and is ad-
ministered by the Missis-
sippi  Community College
Foundation.

Harris has taught criminal
justice at Holmes for the
past 11 years after transi-
tioning from a career as a

full-time 911 operator while
earning her master’s degree
and raising three children.
Her children include a po-
lice detective and a cap-
tain in the United States
Army. Although she origi-
nally planned to attend law
school, Harris discovered
a passion for teaching after
being encouraged to pursue
in criminal
justice education.

Since joining Holmes on
the Goodman Campus, Har-
ris has taught students on-
line and on the Grenada and
Ridgeland campuses. In ad-
dition to her role as an edu-
cator, she is also a certifFie
life coach and minister.

Harris is recognized for
creating engaging, hands-
on learning opportunities
for students, including lead-
ing the Criminal Justice

(Continued on page 11.)

John F. McGee 2026
scholarship recipient

Mrs. Daisye McGee, widow, and Gavin Howard

Gavin Latrell Howard, a
Goodman resident and son
of Rodney and Gwendolyn
Howard, has been named
the 2026 recipient of the
John F. McGee Continuing
Education Scholarship. The
award, valued at $1,000, is
presented annually to recog-
nize an individual dedicated
to furthering their education
and making a positive im-
pact on their community.

The scholarship honors
the life and legacy of John
F. McGee, a dedicated edu-
cator who gave many years
of service to the students
and families of the east side
of Holmes County. Mr. Mc-
Gee served as principal of

(Continued on page 8.)
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