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Greenwood Common-
wealth/By Gerard Edic - Staff 
Writer

Citizens next week will have 
the opportunity to get free le-
gal assistance clearing up their 
criminal records as well as han-
dling various family matters 
and potential foreclosures.

Eligible crime convictions 
generally include misdemean-
ors two years after all terms and 
conditions have been complet-
ed (including fines paid), or if 
the misdemeanor is someone’s 
very first offense, that could 
be immediately considered for 
expungement, said Seirra Wil-

Legal clinic to offer help 
with expungements

liams, an attorney with MVLP 
who sets up legal clinics.

Various felony convictions 
can also be expunged, although 
not violent or excluded felonies, 
Williams said.

When potential clients show 
up to the legal clinic, they will 
fill out intake forms and provide 
documents needed to determine 
if an expungement is possible. 
For misdemeanor offenses, ap-
propriate documents include an 
abstract or proof of payment of 
fines; for felonies, this includes 
an indictment, sentencing or-
der or discharge order. A client 
must also bring a valid proof 

of identification. If an attorney 
determines a client is eligible 
to have a conviction expunged, 
they will fill out paperwork that 
the clients themselves file with 
the appropriate court since they 
will be representing themselves 
— although MVLP attorneys 
will still be available for techni-
cal assistance. A grant from the 
Delta Health Alliance covers 
the costs of the court filing fees.

People whose charges have 
been dismissed should also 
consider getting the dismissals 
expunged, since it’s often incor-
rectly believed that those are not 
part of a criminal record, Wil-

Story by Jackson Thomp-
son/FOX News

History was made as the 
U.S. dropped a 4-bomb on 
Paraguay.

For the first time in history, 
the U.S. scored at least four 
goals in a World Cup game.

On top of that, Folarin Ba-
logun, 24, became the first 
American player since 1930 
to score multiple goals in a 
World Cup match. The 4-1 
victory over Paraguay also 
marked the first time the 
United States won a World 
Cup game by three goals 
since 1930, when it also 
beat Paraguay. Team USA 
secured the historic win in 
its 2026 FIFA World Cup 
opener in Southern Califor-
nia on Friday night.

Balogun's big night 
marked a historic moment 
in one of the more fascinat-
ing American soccer stories 
in USMNT history.

The U.S. raced to a 3-0 
lead, scoring its first goal 
within the opening seven 
minutes, and came within 
one goal of matching the 
largest World Cup victory in 
program history. Even with 
the three-goal advantage, 
the Americans continued to 
press for a fourth goal. But 
after U.S. captain Christian 
Pulisic went down with an 
injury, Paraguay found the 
back of the net in the 73rd 
minute.

But then, in the final sec-
onds, 23-year-old Gio Rey-
na scored the historic fourth 
goal to ensure the U.S. 
earned three points in the 
World Cup standings.

The American scoring 
barrage started when Para-
guay's Damián Bobadilla 
scored an own goal in the 
sixth minute, giving the 
Americans an early lead 
in the highly anticipated 
group-stage matchup.

U.S earns historic win in World 
Cup opener after beatdown of 
Paraguay as the legend of 
Folarin Balogun is born

American fans packed in 
SoFi Stadium roared as the 
USMNT seized an early ad-
vantage.

Then in the 30th minute, 
the New York native Ba-
logun scored his first-ever 
World Cup goal, pushing 
the lead to two.

Balogun's strike gave 
the U.S. a two-goal cush-
ion in the 30th minute, the 
third-fastest the Americans 
have reached that mark in a 
World Cup match. The only 
time Team USA managed to 
put the ball in the net sooner 
was in 2002 against Por-
tugal (29th minute) and in 
a 1930 meeting with Para-
guay (15th minute).

Balogun's special night 
continued just before half-
time, when he scored again, 
sending the crowd into a 
frenzy. Balogun raced onto 
a pinpoint pass from team-
mate Malik Tillman before 
curling a shot into the top-
left corner for a standout 
goal.

Born in Brooklyn to Ni-
gerian parents, but raised 
in London, Balogun came 
through the prestigious Ar-
senal academy. He was dis-
covered at age eight playing 
in a local "Sunday League" 
in London and joined the 
youth academy for Arsenal, 
one of England's biggest 
professional clubs.

He had the choice to play 
for the U.S. or England, and 
when deciding which na-
tional team to commit to, he 
took a vacation to the U.S. 
in 2023. He felt so much 
overwhelming support from 
American fans on social 
media that it heavily influ-
enced his decision to pledge 
his international allegiance 
to the United States.

Now, he is America's new-
est star in a strong start to 
a World Cup that will be 

played on home soil for the 
first time in three decades.

*Four People
(Continued from page 1.)

in stable condition.
Sheriff March said the 

shooting was between two 
groups of people and that, this 

year, gun violence in Holmes 
County is the worst he has 
seen in all his time in office.

It appears the shooting was 
from a mixture of handguns 
and rifles. The sheriff added 
that more young people are 
now carrying guns, which has 
become a real issue.

There is no suspect informa-
tion at this time.

This is an active and ongo-
ing investigation.

If anyone has any additional 
information related to this 
case, they are asked to contact 
the Holmes County Sheriff’s 
Office.

liams added. Even if a charge 
has been dropped, an arrest 
can still show up in a criminal 
record but not the fact that the 
charge was dropped.

The costs for expungement 
through a hired attorney vary. 
People have been quoted any-
where from $300 to $1,500, 
Williams said, while filing fees 
can cost hundreds of dollars.

Expungements can allow 
people to move on and better 
their lives. “It gives them an op-
portunity for a fresh start. … It 
literally eliminates a barrier for 
someone,” Williams said.

Wednesday’s legal clinic also 
includes attorneys versed in 
family law who can assist with 
divorces, uncontested guardian-
ships, name changes or birth 
certificate corrections. An attor-
ney will also be present to assist 
clients with potential foreclo-
sure preventions.

MVLP has held legal clinics 
in Leflore County the past five 
years. About 20 people show up 
each year, but more are always 
welcomed, Williams said.

Considering the complexity 
of the legal system, free legal 
assistance benefits clients, espe-
cially for those who otherwise 
couldn’t afford to hire a lawyer, 
Williams said.

“It’s incredibly difficult to 
navigate the court system on 

your own,” give the terminol-
ogy and high barrier to entry to 
file a case, she said. Also, court 
clerks are not allowed to com-
municate or give legal advice to 
clients.

Visit mvlp.org/clinics to learn 
more information, such as a 
complete list of documents to 
bring, and to register for the le-
gal clinic. 


