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Mississippi Today
by Taylor Vance 
The Mississippi Supreme 

Court on Thursday unani-
mously ruled in favor of At-
torney General Lynn Fitch 
in a dispute she had with 
State Auditor Shad White 
over which of them has the 
legal right to try to claw 
back state welfare money 
they believe was misspent.

Justice Jenifer Branning 
wrote that Mississippi law 
tasks the attorney general 

State Supreme Court rules AG 
Lynn Fitch, not Auditor Shad 
White, has power to sue over 
misspent welfare money

with being the “chief legal 
officer” of the state, while 
the state auditor’s duties in-
clude accounting, auditing 
and investigation.

“The attorney general 
must be an attorney, and the 
auditor has no such require-
ment,” Branning wrote. 

All six of the other current 
justices agreed with Bran-
ning’s opinion. There are 
currently two vacancies on 
the nine-member court. 

White, in a statement, said 

now that the Supreme Court 
has ruled Fitch has the sole 
authority to file lawsuits to 
recover misspent taxpayer 
money, he can only as-
sume she will “now change 
course and begin to aggres-
sively fight in court for the 
recovery of all the welfare 
money.” 

“Maybe she will fight as 
hard to do that as she fought 
to stop me from recover-
ing the money,” White said. 
“Mississippi taxpayers de-

To get your news in this 
paper, call 662-834-1489 
or 662-458-5788.

Rev. Lenoria Meekye’s 
nephew was not brought 
to Lexington for burial. He 
was funeralized and buried 
in Chicago.

Elder Charles Jefferson is 
gradually improving from 
the accident he was in. He 
is still paralyzed from the 
waist down, but he is in re -
hab. Keep praying for him.

The Rose Hill District 
Association will convene 
June 28 - July 2 at the 
Union Grove MS Church 
on Rhyne Street in Lexing-
ton. They are looking for 
the lax churches to return. 
For more information, con-
tact Moderator Dan March 
at 662-834-4888, Rev. Le-
roy Gibson, or the Execu-
tive Secretary Mrs. Leona 
Fields at 662-834-1489 or 
662-458-5788.

By  Gwen Dilworth Mis-
sissippi Today

Gov. Tate Reeves on 
Wednesday announced 
he’s creating an office to 
oversee distribution of 
hundreds of millions of 
federal dollars aimed at 
improving rural health-
care.

The new office will be 
overseen by the governor 
and led by certified pub-
lic accountant Richard 
Grimes. Reeves also un-
veiled a website he said 
will provide the public 
with a transparent and ac-
cessible view of the state’s 
initiatives, funding oppor-
tunities and progress.

“This is a massive step 
forward for healthcare in 
Mississippi,” Reeves said 
in a press release. “By 
establishing a dedicated 
office and launching this 

Reeves establishes 
Miss. office for Rural 
Health Transformation 
Program funds

website, we are putting the 
structure and transparency 
in place to deliver real, 
lasting improvements for 
our rural communities.”

In December, Mississippi 
was awarded nearly $206 
million as part of the fed-
eral Rural Health Trans-
formation Program. States 
will receive payments over 
five years as a part of the 
$50-billion program. The 
effort was designed to sup-
port rural healthcare and 
offset the disproportionate 
impact already-struggling 
rural hospitals are expect-
ed to face as a result of 
federal spending cuts Con-
gress passed last summer.

Reeves’ office led the 
state’s application for the 
federal funds last fall and 
is overseeing distribu-
tion of the money. Mis-
sissippi’s plan includes a 

statewide rural health as-
sessment and other initia-
tives that focus on coordi-
nating care, strengthening 
the workforce, creating a 
statewide health informa-
tion exchange, expanding 
telehealth opportunities 
and improving infrastruc-
ture.

Some state legislators 
have expressed frustration 
at the limited role they 
have played in the appli-
cation and appropriation 
of the funds and criticized 
what they see as Reeves’ 
lack of transparency in ad-
ministering the program.

Lawmakers passed an 
oversight bill in March to 
ensure the program’s fund-
ing is directed toward rural 
communities and require 
the spending be reported 
to the Legislature. Reeves 
vetoed the bill, arguing it 
could jeopardize the state’s 
access to the money by 
slowing down its distribu-
tion and potentially result 
in a loss of up to $1 billion 
over five years. Lawmak-
ers failed to override his 
veto.

In a Wednesday press 
release, Reeves said the 
funding will be subject to 
oversight from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services and federal 
procurement regulations.

“Governor Reeves and 
his staff worked to address 
and push back on pro-
posed state legislation that 
could have introduced un-
necessary complexity or 
slowed implementation, 
ensuring the State remains 
well-positioned to execute 

serve nothing less.”
Fitch’s office declined to 

comment, other than point-
ing to a passage in the ruling 
that stated state law.

The issue at the center of 
the legal fight between the 
two statewide officials is 
about $730,000 that White 
claims Pro Football Hall of 
Fame athlete Brett Favre 
owes the state because of 
unpaid interest. 

Fitch’s office, on behalf 
of the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
sued dozens of defendants, 
including Favre, to try 
to recoup allegedly mis-
spent welfare money. But 
it did not include funds that 
White’s office is pursuing.

White, then, attempted 
to sue Favre to recoup a 
portion of allegedly mis-
spent welfare money, which 
prompted Fitch to sue White 
to block the suit from going 
forward.

The legal disagreement 
between the two offices 
stems from a section of Mis-
sissippi law stating that the 
auditor is “to institute suit, 
and the attorney general 
shall prosecute the same in 
any court of the state,” when 
recovering misspent money.

Fitch, as the state’s top 
legal officer, wrote in court 
papers that she had the ex-
clusive right to file a civil 
lawsuit on behalf of the 
state, and it would be unre-
alistic to compel the attor-
ney general to file litigation 
she doesn’t believe is legiti-
mate. 

White’s attorneys said in 
court earlier this year that 
the plain reading of the state 
law clearly gives him the 
authority to initiate lawsuits 
and requires the attorney 
general to follow through 
and prosecute on his behalf. 

A Hinds County chancery 
judge initially sided with 
White, so the attorney gen-
eral appealed to the state’s 
high court.

The two officials have said 
they’re considering run-
ning for governor and have 
clashed in recent years over 
the handling of Mississip-
pi’s massive welfare scan-
dal, which has seen multiple 
people plead guilty to state 
and federal crimes.

its vision effectively,” the 
press release said.

States’ program budgets 
are currently being re-
viewed by CMS. Missis-
sippi’s budget has not yet 
been approved, accord-
ing to the state’s program 
website.

According to the web-
site, information about 
how to apply for funding 
will be posted once details 
are finalized. The $206 
million awarded to Mis-
sissippi last year by the 
federal government must 
be spent by September 
2027 or it will be redis -
tributed to other states, 
according to CMS.


