PAGE 4 HOLMES COUNTY

HERALD -

THURSDAY,

JUNE 18, 2026

IRS Warns Seniors About
Rising Fraud Threats

ATLANTA — As World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day
approaches on June 15, IRS
Criminal Investigation’s At-
lanta Field Office is drawing
attention to financial crimes
targeting the elderly.

Elder abuse takes many
forms, with financial fraud
being one of the most dev-
astating. According to the
2025 Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center’s report re-
leased in April, seniors lost
$7.748 hillion to scammers
in 2025, an increase of 59
percent from 2024.

Older adults across the
United States face a range
of evolving threats, includ-
ing government-imper-
sonation calls, fraudulent
investment and cryptocur-
rency schemes, tax-related

investigations nationwide.
During this FY, 64 new el-
der fraud cases have been
opened. From FY 21 to FY
26, nearly 97 % of prosecut-
ed elder fraud cases resulted
in convictions.

Many cases of elderly
financial abuse fall under
categories like wire fraud,
tax crimes, identity theft,
money laundering, or cyber
scams, and may not be spe-
cifically categorized as elder
fraud.

“IRS Criminal Investiga-
tion special agents use a
combination of education,
investigation,  prevention,
and partnerships to help
protect older adults from fi-
nancial scams,” said Special
Agent Demetrius Hardeman
of the Atlanta Field Office.

identity theft, and scams ““Protecting seniors from
emerging through online financial fraud is one of our
marketplaces, romance in- highest priorities.”

teractions, and social media.
In FY 2025, IRS-CI ini-
tiated 97 new elder fraud

The following are the
types of financial crimes
used against the elderly and
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Wa're pleased to present 1o you this year's Arual Quality Water Repart. This report is designed o inform you about the quality water
and sarvices we defiver ta you every day, Our constant goal is & provide you with 3 sale and dependable susply of drinking water, We
want you to understand tha effers wa make o continually improve the water festmant process and peolect our water rescurces. We
are commidted to ensurng the qualty of your waber

The Sauth Holmes Water Association works around the chock 1o provide top qusbly water o every 1ap. We ask (hat &1 our customers.
help us profect our waler sources, which are the heart of our community, ou way of ife and our chitdren's fulure.

Pleoge share this miommation with anyone who drinks Bis water (of thair malunm especially ihose whe may not fave received the
report directy (for example, pecple n ‘schacls, an

Contact & Meeting Information

It you have any questions about this report or conceming your water utility, plesse contact Lonnie Sanders. ManagenOperator, al
42,582 7362 (Cell) or 601 666 4625 (Office). We want our valued customers to be informed aboul their water utiity. If you want o
leam mare. please attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings. They are held on the second Tussday of sach month at 500 P at
S4B HWY 17 South, Pickens, MS 39745

Source of Water

Our water source is from wells drawing from the Cockfield Aquiler. The ssurce waler ssssssment has been completed far aur public

water systom 10 detemine the verall susceptsilty of it crinking vater supely ta ideriified potenial sources of conlamination. A report
on haw the were mace hag besn fumished to our pubic woter sysiem and

i aﬁuq l:r wigwing upan request, The wells for the South Holmes Waler Associason have receied lower susceptibiity rankings 10

contaminaticn

Period Covered by Report

We: routinely manitor for contaminants in your drnking waler acsording 1o federal and state laws. This report is based on resuls of our
moanilceing period of Jamuary 19 to December 319, 2035, in cases where moniloring wasn'l requined in 2025, the table refiects the most
fecant testing done in accordance with the lnws, nies. and reguiatons.

As waler trivels over the suriaca of land of underground, i dissohes naturally cecuming minerals and, i some cases, radisaclive
materals snd can pick up Subslances of cortaminants from the presance of animals of bom human actwly, micrabal contamaants.
such @s vinses and bactenia. that may come from sewage Weatment planis, sephc systems. agnoultuml kvestock operations. and
wikdlde: inorganc contaminants, such &s salts and metals, which can be natwally occuring or resull om whan starm-water runalf
induestnal, or domestic wastewater discharges, ofl and gas production, mining, of farming; pesticides and herbicides, which may come
Trom & vatfety of sources such as agriculiure, urtan stamm-water runall, and resiential uses, orparks chimicsl contaminants, incuding
synthatic and volatile organic chamicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also some
from gas stations and soptic systoms; radicactve contaminants, which can bo naturally oocuming or bo the result of ol and gas
praduction and mining activitie. [n arder to ensure thal tap wiler is safe fo dnek, EPA prescnbes regutatians that fimit the amouni of
‘cortain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. All drnking water, including batad dnnking water. may ba reasonably
expecied 1o contain al least small amounts of some contaminants. If's important to remember that the presence of these contaminants
does ol necessardy indicals hat the water pases a heah risk

We are required 1o monnor your drinking waler for specific contaminants on @ monthly bats, Results of regular moniaring aré an
indicasor of whether or not gur drinking waler meets health standards. In addition to the confaminants i5td in the table, we tested for
additoral chemicals for which the siate and EPA have sel standards. We found no detectable levels of those chemicals.

Monitaring And Reparting ©f Compliance Data Violations

Significant Deficiencies

During & sanitary survey conducted on T2082021, the Mississippi State Doepartment of Health ciied the following significant
deficiencyls): Conditisn of Scurce Facilities

Tha system i scheduled to complots conmective actions by bnfzﬂzz using @ carpnan:e plan or am within the inigal 120 doys
minimm . Cur system has failed to meat the 01 06 pRnding

Lead Educational Statement

Lead can cause serious heallh problems, especially for pregnant women ard your children. Lead in drinking watsr is primaily from
matarials and components associated with service ines and hame pluming, Cur waler syslem i responsibie for providing high quality
drinking waler and rernoving lead pipes, but cannot control the varely of materials used in plumbng components in your home. You
share the responsibisty for profecting yourseif and your family from the lead in your home plumbing, You can fake respansibity by
identitying and remacsing ead materials within your hame plembing and taking sieps 1o reduca your fardy's sk Besore drinking tap
water, fltesh your pipes for several minules by running your tap, taking & shower, demg laundry or a lead of dishes. Yous can also use &
filter certified by an Amesican National Standards Insbtute accrediied cenifier b mduce lead in drinking water, If you ame concermed
about lead in your water and wish 10 hivee your waler fested, contact our wam- sysem In[um-alw on I:m. in drinking water, testng
mathods, and steps you can take ko minimize exposure are available at he v 003, Cyfcale

Our system has compieted the Lead Service Line Inventory, and no lead knes were found, The methods used to make that
dateminaton wer visusl inspections, water aperator knowiedge and srchived recoeds. This mventory rpon & svailabis for viewing at
cur office upon reques!

AE sources of drinking waler are subject fo potentiad contamination by substances that are naturally cccuring or man-made. These
Subs1ncEs can be microbes. morganic of organic chemicals: and radoacive substances. All danking waler, including botiled water,
may reasonably be expected 1o contain ol least small amounts of some contaminants, The presence of contammants does net
necessanly indicate that the water poses a health Tisk. Mare infcrmation about contaminants and potortial heath efiects can be
sbinined by caliing the Ervironmental Pretection Aganey's Sale Drirking Water Hotine a1 1,800,426 4761

Some peaple may be mons vilnerable t contaminants in drinking water than the genesal population. Immunc-compromised parsons

such &% persons wilh cancer undergoing chemolheragy, persons who have undergone organ ansplants, people with HIVAIDS cr

other immune system disorders, some eldedy, and infants can be particutarty at risk from infections. These people should seek advice

about diinling wadae trom thawe health care providers. EPACDC guidelines on appropriats means to lessen the rigk of mfection by
and other ase availnbée trom ihe Sofe Drinking Woder Hoting 1,800,426 4791

how to protect against them:
Government-Imperson-

ation Scams — Scams
where fraudsters pose as
government  officials or

agencies to trick victims
into providing money or
personal information, often
by claiming urgent legal or
tax issues.

 Verify any unexpected
call or message using an of-
ficial phone number.

* Never pay through gift
cards, wire transfers, cryp-
tocurrency, or prepaid debit
cards.

Romance Scams — Scams
in which criminals create
fake romantic relationships
online to gain victims’ trust
and ultimately steal money
or sensitive information.

* Never send money to
someone known only on-
line.

* Be cautious of individu-
als who avoid video calls or
meeting in person.

Cryptocurrency and In-
vestment Fraud — Schemes
that promise high returns or
investment  opportunities,
often involving cryptocur-
rency, but are designed to
steal money from unsus-
pecting investors.

* Research investments
independently and consult
trusted financial profession-
als.

e Be skeptical of “risk-
free” “guaranteed” in-
vestment claims.

Lottery and Sweepstakes
Scams — Fraudulent mes-
sages claiming the victim has
won a lottery or sweepstakes,
requiring payment of fees or
personal information to claim
the nonexistent prize.

e Real prizes do not re-
quire upfront payment.

e Hang up, delete the
email, or report suspicious
offers.

Grandparent Scams
Scams where criminals pre-
tend to be a grandchild or
another relative in distress,
asking for urgent financial
help to exploit seniors’ com-
passion and trust.

e Call a trusted family
member to confirm the sto-

ry.

e Do not act under pres-
sure or secrecy.

Tech Support Scams —
Scams in which fraudsters
pose as tech support repre-
sentatives, claiming there is
a problem with the victim’s
computer and demanding
payment or access to per-
sonal information.

e Never give control of
your computer or share
passwords with anyone who
contacts you.

* Do not click any links or
call a number that pops up
on your screen warning of a
computer problem.

Online Marketplace and
Social Media Scams
Scams involving fraudu-
lent listings or offers on
online platforms or social
media, where victims are
tricked into sending money
or goods without receiving
what was promised.

* Use a secure website
whenever you purchase
items online.

 Be wary of links posted
on social media, especially
quizzes.

Tax-Related Identity Theft
— Crimes where thieves

use stolen personal informa-
tion to file fraudulent tax re-
turns or claim refunds in the
victim’s name.

« Safeguard Social Securi-
ty numbers, tax records, and
financial documents.

e Review credit reports
regularly and  consider
freezing credit if needed.

Power of Attorney Abuse
or Theft by Trusted Indi-
viduals Financial ex-
ploitation where someone
with legal authority or trust
misuses their access to steal
money or assets from the
person they are supposed to
protect.

* Involve multiple family
members in financial deci-
sions.

* Review bank statements
regularly and monitor for
unusual activity.

The IRS-CI Atlanta Field
Office encourages the pub-
lic to share information
regarding known or sus-
pected tax and financial
fraud. To report a suspected
crime, taxpayers may visit
IRS.gov or contact the CI
Atlanta Field Office by
email at atlantafieldoffice@
ci.irs.gov.

CRONSWORD PUZLE

=" FreeDailyCrosswords.com

- ACROSS
1) Made public

10) Handheld organizers
(Abbr.)

Bierce

16) Letter before kappa
17) HDL, familiarly

21) Marathoner's asset
22)

heist

30) Torch's misdeed
33) Be of service

35) "_
movie)

6) "Candida" playwright

14) "In bad company," to

15) Like petting zoo animals

20) Time in a recording studio

___center (games room)
24) Checked out, as before a

25) Chocolate-coated goodie

34) Home to most of Turkey
Hate Me" (Spike Lee

42)

___provencale

43) Brief moments, in brief
44) West who married a

Kardashian

45) "On the contrary!"

47) Friendly Islands native
48) Searcher for the Golden

Fleece

51) First baseman in a comedy

routine
53) Going wild

Cinderella
64) Gin fizz flavorer
65) Leave out
66) Map within a map
67) Festival setup

38) Gang-infested area, perhaps

56) Short operatic piece
62) Drizella and Anastasia, to

68) Wallow in dejection
69) Tattoo-removing tool

- DOWN

9)

27) Zilch
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Terms and Abbreviations
I the table yeu may find unfamiar terms and abbneviabons: you might not be familiar with. To help you better undarstand heso lems
we've provided the fallowing calinions:

Action Lovel (AL} - TI ola
must falkw

Mawimum Cantaminant Level (MCLI' The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) i the highist bevel of & contaminant that s allowed in drinking
waler. MCLS are sef as case 1o he MCLGs a8 feasibis using the best avalable ireatment lechnology

which, if cxcoedsd, triggers roatmant or offer equiremants at a waler systom

ncum of @npecied ik 1o heaith, MCLGS allgw for & margin of satety.

Maximym Rag tant Level (MADL) The highest level of & disinfectant allowed in drinking waler. There is convincing
evitenca iat addan of nmmrecum ™ Precassary 1o consrol microbial contaminans.

Maximum_Repichal Dyunfectan Lovel Gos! (MROLG] The leval of o drinking water disinfectant below which theee & no known or
expected risk of health. MROLGs do nof reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to conlral microbial contaminants.

Barts par bilon (poh) or micrograms por ey (upL): one port By weight of analyto 10 1 bilion pasts by weight of the waler sampio:
Farts per myfion (ppm) o Miigrams per bier (maf): ove part by weight of anayte to 1 million paris by weight of tho water sampla.
BAA Running Anrual Average

1) Umps man them

Skin lotion additive
Outback bounders, for short
Some gridiron players
Prefix with "bel" or "meter"
Fourteen pounds, in England
Rogue computer in "2001"
Iowa State city

Greeley's direction

10) "Simple Simon" vendor

11) Day of "Pillow Talk"

12) Make amends

13) All-you-can-eat fare, maybe
18) Chile's Cape

19) Tex-Mex munchie

23) Reliable source of profit

25) Rummy cake

26) Race track shape

28) Place for recyclables

29) Soccer stadium cheer

31) BBQ fare

32) _ Paulo, Brazil

34) Gets grayer

35) iTunes selection

36) Georgetown athlete

37) Barbara who played a genie

39) Follower's suffix

40) Original "King Kong" studio
___Solo of "Star Wars"

45) "Maybe later"

46) Vending machine input

47) Spelling of "Beverly Hills, 90210"
48) Tilter's combat

49) What a protractor measures

50) Place for a tan

52) Waste maker, in a proverb

54) Place for a proton

(Italian resort)

57) Terrorist group, as Obama calls it
58) Sicilian spewer

59) Miss Trueheart of "Dick Tracy"
60) Pre-Christmas buy

61) Sagan's specialty (Abbr.)

63) Apple seed




