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Story by Frida Liljefors
Actress Daveigh Chase 

died at the age of 35 after 
contracting meningitis and 
sepsis. Here’s what to know 
about the life-threatening 
condition and the symptoms 
that can signal a medical 
emergency.

According to Page Six, 
Chase died on June 16 after 
developing meningitis and a 
bloodstream infection that 
led to sepsis. Eventually, her 
body began shutting down.

Chase, born in Las Vegas 
on July 29, 1990, became a 
household name as a child 
star. In 2002, she voiced 
Lilo in Disney’s Lilo & 
Stitch, and later that year, 
she starred as Samara Mor-
gan in The Ring, earning an 
MTV Movie Award for Best 
Villain.

Chase’s manager, John 
Ryan Jr., said she was ad-

Key sepsis warning signs 
after child star Daveigh 
Chase dies at 35

mitted to a hospital for mal-
nutrition before her death, 
according to the BBC. Re-
flecting on her life after she 
quit acting in 2015, he said: 
“She was the greatest. She 
loved cats. She worked with 
cat rescues with us. She was 
very to herself.”

Her death has also drawn 
attention to sepsis, a possi-
bly fatal condition that can 
develop when the body’s 
response to an infection spi-
rals out of control.

Symptoms of sepsis
Because sepsis can re-

semble many common ill-
nesses in its early stages, it 
is sometimes referred to as 
a “silent killer.” The condi-
tion occurs when the body’s 
response to an infection 
begins to damage its own 
organs and tissues rather 
than protect them, causing 
the condition to deteriorate 

rapidly.
The Mayo Clinic explains 

that symptoms can vary 
widely, which is one rea-
son sepsis can be difficult to 
identify. Some people may 
experience heavy sweat-
ing or shivering, dizziness, 
or unusually fast, shal-
low breathing. Confusion, 
disorientation, and other 
changes in mental state can 
also be warning signs.

According to the Cleve-
land Clinic, sepsis can 
progress to septic shock, 
a severe complication that 
can become fatal in a matter 
of hours. Warning signs to 
watch for include:

• Peeing less than usual or 
having strong urges to pee

• Low energy and weak-
ness

• Fast heart rate
• Low blood pressure
• Fever or very low body 

temperature

FLOWOOD, Miss. 
(WJTV) – A shortage of 
donated blood is putting a 
spotlight on the need for 
more volunteers, as thou-
sands of Mississippians 
with sickle cell disease de-
pend on transfusions to stay 
healthy.

The Mississippi Sickle 
Cell Foundation is using 
World Sickle Cell Aware-
ness Day to educate com-
munities about the disorder 
and encourage more people 
to donate blood.

Blood donations 
needed for Miss. 
sickle cell patients

LaShanda Kincaid, whose 
son was diagnosed with 
sickle cell disease, said 
many people don’t realize 
how important blood dona-
tions are for patients.

“Sickle cell changes the 
shape of the blood. Instead 
of moving freely through 
the vessels, the cells can 
become stuck and block 
oxygen flow,” Kincaid said. 
“That’s what causes a cri-
sis and can lead to extreme 
pain.”

She said regular donations 
give patients the healthy 
blood they need to help pre-
vent complications.

Lemaudia Strahan, Miss 
Mississippi Plus America 
Lifetime Legacy Queen VI, 
knows firsthand how impor-
tant donors are. She said her 
own condition sometimes 

requires blood transfusions 
when her body struggles to 
carry enough oxygen.

“Blood is something that 
we as humans have to give 
to other humans,” Strahan 
said. “It’s so important that 
people come out and do-
nate.”

Mississippi Blood Ser-
vices (MBS) said the dona-
tion process is quick and can 
make a major impact.

“It takes very little time, 
and just 30 minutes of your 
day can make a difference,” 
said Kasey Dickson, with 
MBS.

Health officials are en-
couraging more people to 
roll up their sleeves and do-
nate, helping ensure patients 
with sickle cell and other 
blood disorders have access 
to the blood they need.

Governor Tate Reeves 
today announced that Mis-
sissippi’s total non-farm 
employment reached a new 
record high in May with 
1,195,400 jobs.

“Mississippi has one of 
the hottest job markets in 
America,” said Governor 
Tate Reeves. “Our state 
continues to rack up win 
after win because our eco-
nomic development strategy 
is working. Mississippi has 
more jobs than ever before, 
and companies are invest-
ing billions of dollars in 
our state. The Mississippi 
Momentum is not slowing 
down.”

Today’s news is the lat-
est historic win for Missis-
sippi. Last week, Governor 
Reeves announced that Mis-
sissippi was honored with a 

Number of Jobs in 
MS Again Reaches 
New All-Time High

Gold Shovel Award by Area 
Development magazine. 
The national award honors 
Mississippi’s historic ac-
complishments in economic 
development throughout 
2025. Area Development 
also named the $210 million 
Amazon project in Mar-
shall County as one of its 
Non-Manufacturing Proj-
ects of the Year. Addition-
ally, Mississippi is second 
in America for growth in job 
openings since 2020, with 
hiring demand up nearly 
20%. The U.S. state average 
was -9.6%. Since Governor 
Reeves took this office, over 
$85 billion in new private 
sector investment has been 
announced, and thousands 
of high-paying jobs have 
been created across the 
state.

To get your news in this 
paper, call 662-834-1489 or 
662-458-5788.

Mr. McKinley Thomas’ 
daughter visited him last 
week. She came to the 
Lexington Senior Citizen’s 
Nutrition Site with him last 
Thursday. When she was a 
child she used to vacation in 
Lexington with one of her 
cousins for a few weeks.

One of Ms. Mary and Ms. 

Fannie Archer’s nieces is 
visiting them. A few years 
ago, her sister used to visit 
them. She is in college now.

If you like eggplant, get 
them at the Farmer’s Mar-
ket in Lexington. They also 
have okra and a whole lot of 
other vegetables.

Keep praying for Elder 
Charles Jefferson. I trust 
God that he is still improv-
ing.

• Shaking or chills
• Warm, clammy, or 

sweaty skin
• Confusion
• Rapid breathing or short-

ness of breath
• Extreme pain or discom-

fort


