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Crossword Puzzle
BY 
    GARY
         MILLER

If you want deer on your 
trail cameras this time of 
year, then make sure you 
have a salt or trace mineral 
block out if your game laws 
allow. Because sodium is 
often lacking in spring and 
summer vegetation, the 
deer will seek these spots 
to fill that lack. And if you 
notice, most of the time 
they are more interested 
in the ground around the 
block than the block itself. 
As the sodium melts into 
the soil, the soil becomes a 
bowl of mineral cereal that 
deer love. Bucks need it to 
help build antler growth and 
does need it to help provide 
minerals to their recently 
birthed fawn. But just as salt 
creates thirst for us, it also 
does that for the deer. So, 
water is crucial this time of 
year as well. It’s all about 
balance. Food, supplements, 
and water. And just enough 
of each.

I’m reminded of a man 
who bought a parrot from a 
pet store. After several days, 
the bird still hadn’t said a 
word. Concerned, the man 
returned to the store. “May-
be he’s lonely,” the owner 
suggested. “Buy him a mir-
ror.” The man did, but the 
parrot remained silent.

A few days later, he re-
turned. “Maybe he needs 
something to do,” said the 
owner. “Try a ladder and 
a swing.” The man bought 
both. Still no words. Finally, 
the pet store owner sug-
gested a larger cage. The 
man purchased it and went 
home. Several weeks later, 

the owner ran into the man 
at the grocery store. “How’s 
that parrot doing?” he asked.

The man lowered his head. 
“Unfortunately, he died.” 
“He died? Did he ever say 
anything?”

“Yes,” the man replied. 
“Right before he died, he 
said, ‘Didn’t that pet store 
sell any food?’”    If I could 
teach Christians one thing 
about living around unbe-
lievers, it would be the les-
son of balance. It would 
be that influence is more 
important than instruction, 
and experience is more im-
pactful than theology. Je-
sus said we are to be salt 
and light. Salt adds flavor. 
But too much salt is bitter. 
Light adds clarity and il-
lumination, But too much 
light blinds. The impact of 
Jesus on our lives came as 
someone brought the right 
amount of flavor and clar-
ity on the person of Jesus. 
And this balance is still the 
way. Any other approach is 
like providing a restaurant, 
when the real need is just a 
sandwich.
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Wicker Reveals 
National Defense 

Legislation
Mississippi Leads in Na-

tional Defense
In recognition of growing 

dangers facing the United 
States, my colleagues and 
I on the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee recently 
advanced a national defense 
bill that significantly raises 
our investment in Ameri-
can security. It will now 
proceed to a full vote in the 
U.S. Senate. We specifical-
ly wrote the bill to address 

modern threats. With this 
legislation, we are equip-
ping our armed forces to 
defend America from 21st 
century dictatorships who 
wield 21st century weapons.

For the past year, I have 
listened to the testimony 
of uniformed officers, met 
with President Trump and 
Secretary Hegseth, and vis-
ited with service members 
stationed half a world away. 
As chairman of the Sen-

ate Armed Services Com-
mittee, I was able to chan-
nel those interactions into 
the only bill that Congress 
passes each year without 
fail. This annual legislation, 
called the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), 
sets the course for the U.S. 
military. It impacts weapons 
development, military fam-
ily care, nuclear stockpiles, 
advanced research, our rela-
tionships with allies, and so 
much more.

An NDAA for Today’s 
Threats

President Trump and I 
agree that the U.S. military 
needs a major investment in 
order to defend the home-
land in an increasingly un-
stable world. In December, 
the president announced his 
intention to raise defense in-
vestment by 50 percent. Our 
NDAA begins putting that 
call into action.

The president asked for 
the largest shipbuilding 
budget in history, and the 
committee matched that 

ambition by authorizing 
more ships and by stream-
lining ship purchasing. My 
colleagues and I approved 
new aircraft, upgraded our 
nuclear deterrent, and cre-
ated a new position dedi-
cated to the nation’s cyber 
defense operations. We em-
braced the future of war by 
increasing the production of 
low-cost drones and muni-
tions so our stockpiles never 
run low.

Even as we invested more 
in our defense, we passed 
reforms to rein in Pentagon 
bureaucracy and make those 
dollars go further. The bill 
will allow the military to 
sign multi-year contracts, 
bringing down costs for 22 
new weapons. It also re-
quires large defense com-
panies to reinvest what they 
earn from taxpayer dollars 
back into their companies 
— expanding capacity and 
manufacturing jobs rather 
than funneling it back to 
their shareholders.

American service mem-

bers have always been the 
strength of the armed forc-
es. This NDAA raises re-
cruitment caps, allowing the 
military to hire more than 
40,000 additional service 
members. It boosts pay for 
every member by 3.6 per-
cent and will improve hous-
ing, barracks, and childcare 
capacity.

Service members and 
their families will receive 
expanded health care ben-
efits. We strengthened men-
tal health care and suicide 
prevention efforts. The bill 
increases accountability 
within the military health 
system and helps prepare it 
for service during potential 
future conflicts. Throughout 
the NDAA, we reinforced 
the merit-based personnel 
policies that made excel-
lence, not identity, the path-
way to promotion.
Mississippi Leads the Way

Mississippi has always 
played an outsized role in 
America’s national secu-
rity. This bill recognizes 

that. It devotes resources to 
our drone producers, solid 
rocket motor manufacturers, 
and shipbuilders. Mississip-
pians are building sea-based 
rocket launch platforms that 
can help our military run 
missile interception drills, 
and this NDAA supports 
their work. The bill will 
keep our state on the cutting 
edge of defense technology 
— bringing investments to 
our research universities, 
innovative startups, and ad-
vanced manufacturing com-
panies.

I will continue advocating 
for Mississippi’s defense 
priorities as this bill moves 
from the committee to the 
full U.S. Senate. The legis-
lation is historic, bearing the 
highest dollar figure of any 
defense bill in our history. 
But deterrence is worth ev-
ery penny. By investing in 
defense today, I hope to pre-
vent tomorrow’s wars and 
secure peace and prosperity 
for coming generations.


