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1. Elaine Alexandra 
Covington

Elaine Alexandra Cov-
ington is the daughter of 
Charles and Rebecca Cov-
ington of Martin, Tennes-
see. During her time at 
Gleason High, Elaine was 
the President of the Fu-
ture Farmers of America, 
President of the Beta Club, 
Vice President of Student 
Council, and the Student 
Council Representative for 
the G-Club. She has earned 
notable academic achieve-
ments including earning 
her FFA State Degree, High 
Achiever Distinction all 
four years, the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award 
at the Bronze Level, the 
Jim Cawley High School 
HERO Athlete Award, 
and is both a Weakley and 
Bulldog Scholar. She also 
graduates as a TN Scholar. 
She is a recipient of the UT 
Martin Dean’s Scholarship 
and the HOPE Scholarship. 
After high school, Elaine 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Martin and major in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

 
2. Jace Owen Taylor
Jace Owen Taylor is the 

son of Sean and Amanda 
Taylor of Gleason, Ten-
nessee. During his time at 
Gleason High, Jace was the 
Beta Club Vice President, 
President of his class, and 
President of the Student 
Council. After high school, 
Jace plans to enroll in the 
military. 

3. Austin Kane Butler
Austin Kane Butler is 

the son of Brian Butler 
and Eric and Crystal Gar-
ner of Gleason, Tennessee. 
During his time at Gleason 
High, Austin was a member 
of the Beta Club and earned 
notable academic achieve-
ments including Geome-

try Honors, Top Ten Dis-
tinction, and is a Weakley 
and Bulldog Scholar. He 
is a recipient of the Hope 
Scholarship, UT Martin’s 
Dean Scholarship, Tennes-
see Lottery Scholarship, 
and the Ronnie Arnold Me-
morial Scholarship. After 
high school, Austin plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Martin with 
hopes of pursuing a career 
in Biology. 

 
4. Olivia Grace Bell

Olivia Grace Bell is the 
daughter of Heather Bell 
of Gleason, Tennessee. 
During her time at Gleason 
High, Olivia was a member 
of the Beta Club, STEM 
Club, Fine Arts Club, and 
G-Club and is proud to 
have completed 100+ com-
munity service hours with 
Ascera Care Hospice. After 
high school, Olivia plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Martin to pur-
sue a degree in Veterinary 
Science. After obtaining 
her degree, she hopes to 
further her education at the 
University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. 

5. Addyson Claire Black
Addyson Claire Black is 

the daughter of Brian and 
Michelle Black of Gleason, 
Tennessee. During her time 
at Gleason High, Addyson 
was involved in several or-
ganizations including the 
Beta Club, Student Coun-
cil as the Parliamentarian, 
and G-Club as the Vice 
President. She also played 
basketball and softball for 
the Lady Bulldogs, earn-
ing the recognition of be-
ing named to the District 
14-A All-Academic Team 
in both and acted as man-
ager for the Bulldogs Foot-
ball Team. She has earned 
notable academic achieve-

ments, including Top Ten 
Distinction all four years, 
Distinguished Scholastic 
Achievement Award, and 
the TSSAA Student-Ath-
lete Award of Merit in both 
basketball and softball all 
four years. She has partic-
ipated in Dual Enrollment 
programming and is proud 
to have completed over 400 
community service hours. 
She is a recipient of the Jim 
Cawley Scholarship, the 
UT Martin Achieve Schol-
arship, the Gazelle Schol-
arship, the Jason Hunt Me-
morial Scholarship given 
by the Gleason Masonic 
Lodge, and the Dudley 
Sanders award. After high 
school, she plans to attend 
the University of Tennessee 
at Martin to study Animal 
Science, and after obtaining 

her Bachelor of Science, 
furthering her education to 
become a veterinarian. 

6. Dalton Drake Wade
Dalton Drake Wade is 

the son of Marilyn and Ja-
son Wade of Gleason, Ten-
nessee. During his time at 
Gleason High, Dalton was a 
member and Vice President 
of the Future Farmers of 
America, a member of the 
Beta Club, played football 
for the Gleason Bulldogs, 
and was a member of the 
Weakley County Mounted 
Drill Team. Dalton earned 
notable academic achieve-
ments and honors includ-
ing earning his FFA State 
Degree. After high school, 
Dalton plans to attend Ten-
nessee College of Applied 
Technology Crump to fur-

ther his education in Heavy 
Equipment Tech. 

7. Samuel William 
Bridgeman

Samuel William Bridge-
man is the son of Rob-
ert and Alex Bridgeman 
of Gleason, Tennessee. 
During his time at Gleason 
High, Samuel was a mem-
ber and Sentinel of the Fu-
ture Farmers of America. 
Samuel earned notable ac-
ademic achievements and 
honors including earning 
his FFA State Degree. After 
high school, Samuel plans 
to attend Tennessee Col-
lege of Applied Technology 
Crump to further his educa-
tion in Heavy Equipment 
Tech. 

8. Kami Renee Thomas

Kami Renee Thomas 
is the daughter of Kurt 
Thomas of Huntingdon, 
Tennessee. During her time 
at Gleason High, Kami 
was involved in the Future 
Farmers of America, in 
which she served as Sec-
retary this past year and 
earned her State FFA De-
gree, and also played soft-
ball for the Lady Bulldogs. 
Among her academic ac-
complishments, she holds 
the distinction of being 
double OSHA Certified and 
is the recipient of the J.T 
Moore Achiever Award. 
After high school, Kami 
plans to attend Middle Ten-
nessee State University and 
hopes to earn her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Horse 
Science.

9. Landon Christian 
Goad 

Landon Christian Goad 
is the son of Jamie and 
Lindsey Goad of Dresden, 
Tennessee. During his time 
at Gleason High, Landon 
was a member of the Beta 
Club as well as the Fu-
ture Farmers of America 
and played football for the 
Gleason Bulldogs. After 
high school, Landon plans 
to attend Tennessee Col-
lege of Applied Technology 
Paris to continue earning a 
certification in Residential 
Building Maintenance. 

10. Bruce Nathan Dean
Bruce Nathan Dean is 

the son of Marie Martin 
of Gleason, Tennessee. 
During his time at Gleason, 
Bruce was involved in the 
Beta Club and earned nota-
ble academic achievements 
including Honor Roll. After 
high school, Bruce plans 
to complete his four-year 
apprenticeship with the 
Weakley County Municipal 
Electric System. 

Schedule a campus 
tour today 

at utm.edu/tour.

Wren Adkins, Westview ‘24 Graduate

Scholarship, the TN HOPE 
Scholarship, and the UTM 
Chancellor’s Scholarship. 
After high school, Olivia 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin 
to major in Veterinary Sci-
ence, with plans to continue 
on to Veterinary School.

10. Chanler Michelle 
Spendlove

Chanler Michelle Spend-
love is the daughter of 
Shawn and Brandy Spend-
love of Martin, Tennessee. 
During her time at West-
view High School, Chanler 
earned an impressive col-
lection of academic honors, 
including Algebra Student 
of the Year, Chemistry Stu-
dent of the Year, Medical 

Therapeutics Student of the 
Year, Clinical Internship 
Student of the Year, and 
Precalculus Student of the 
Year. She maintained Prin-
cipal’s All-A Honor Roll 
and earned both her Certi-
fied Clinical Medical As-
sistant and Certified Patient 
Care Technician certifica-
tions. An active member 
of the Health Occupations 
Students of America, Chan-
ler qualified for the HOSA 
State competition and 
served as Co-Vice Presi-
dent of Public Relations. 
She also served as Secre-
tary and Fundraising Chair 
of the Anchor Club and was 
a member of Beta Club, 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and West Tennes-
see YoungLife. A standout 
athlete, Chanler captained 

the Westview Lady Char-
gers Soccer Team during 
the 2024–2025 and 2025–
2026 seasons. She was 
part of the 2023 Westview 
Lady Chargers Basketball 
State Championship team, 
the 2024 Soccer TSSAA 
State Runner-Up team, and 
the 2025 Soccer TSSAA 
State Championship team. 
Chanler was awarded the 
Martin Business Associ-
ation Student of the Year 
Scholarship, the UT Martin 
Dean’s Scholarship, and the 
TN HOPE Scholarship, and 
was nominated for the Jim 
Cawley Scholarship. After 
high school, Chanler plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Martin to ma-
jor in Business, with aspira-
tions of pursuing a career in 
pharmaceutical sales.
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Mark competed as a Speech 
and Debate Nationalist. He 
earned an impressive 28 on 
the ACT and was awarded 
the Volunteer Scholarship 
to the University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville. After 
high school, Mark plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville to 
major in Political Science 
on the Pre-Law track, with 
aspirations of becoming a 
criminal defense lawyer.

9. Gabriela Zarate
Gabriela Zarate is the 

daughter of Eduardo Zarate 
of Trezevant, Tennessee 
and Taron Zarate of Jack-

son, Tennessee. During her 
time at Greenfield School, 
Gabriela was a member of 
Art Club and Spanish Club. 
She is a recipient of the 
Presidential Scholarship 
from the University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville. After 
high school, Gabriela plans 
to attend the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville to 
study Psychology.

10. Madison Sanford
Madison Renei Sanford 

is the daughter of Amy 
Sjoblom of Greenfield, 
Tennessee. During her time 
at Greenfield School, Madi-
son earned her CCMA Cer-
tificate and completed an 
impressive number of Dual 
Enrollment courses, includ-

ing Sociology, Speech, Sta-
tistics and Probability, Bi-
ology I and II, and Algebra. 
She earned Honors stand-
ing in English and Mathe-
matics her junior year and 
received recognition at the 
Weakley County Arts Festi-
val. Madison was awarded 
the Dean’s Scholarship and 
the TN Promise Scholar-
ship, among others. She 
was a member of Art Club 
throughout high school. 
After high school, Madison 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin, 
pursuing study abroad op-
portunities with Japanese 
language studies and dou-
ble major in Psychology 
and Graphic Design.
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of empathy? Wealth 
without a dash of ser-
vice? That’s like a fancy 
car with no gas. A life 
focused solely on selfish 
gain? Yawn. Real success 
is measured by how you 
uplift your community 
and serve others, not by 
how many likes you rack 
up on your latest selfie. 
In a world obsessed with 
comparison, authentici-
ty is an act of rebellion. 
Consider a career in ed-
ucation, nursing, or law 
enforcement. 

  Too many of you 
feel pressured to play it 
safe, imitating polished 
versions of others rath-
er than unleashing your 
own creativity. The real 
rewards come from carv-
ing your own path. As 
with Eric Church’s guitar 
metaphor, the strongest 
foundation in life rests on 
faith, family, partnership, 
ambition, community, 
and that all-important 
touch of individuality.

  You must resist the 
urge to let fleeting trends 
dictate your identity. 
Your journey is yours 
alone, and it shouldn’t 
look like anyone else’s. 

Expect messiness. 
Plans will crumble. Un-
certainty will knock on 
your door like an unex-
pected relative. There 
will be times when ev-
erything feels upside 
down. But remember 
our growth often sprouts 

in the soil of chaos. Resil-
ience is forged when you 
keep moving, stay curious, 
and remain open to the sur-
prises life throws your way, 
even when the map goes 
awry.

  Perfection? Forget it. 
Our goal is to make prog-
ress. 

You, the Class of 2026, 
have the opportunity to re-
define leadership in a fast-
paced world. You can blend 
innovation with humanity, 
ambition with service, and 
personal victories with the 
greater good. So here’s 
your battle cry:

  Run toward change. 
Learn as if there’s no to-
morrow. Use technolo-
gy wisely. Serve without 
strings. Stay true to your-
self. Strengthen your com-

munity. And for heaven’s 
sake, don’t let uncertain-
ty sideline your purpose. 
You’re not just stepping 
into history; you’re at the 
starting line of a brand-new 
era. 

No generation has wield-
ed more powerful tools. No 
generation has borne great-
er responsibility. And no 
generation has had a more 
spectacular opportunity to 
shape the future.

  So don’t just sit there 
waiting for the future to ar-
rive. Get out there and lead 
it!

JC Bowman is the execu-
tive director of Profession-
al Educators of Tennessee, 
a non-partisan teacher as-
sociation located in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.
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Graduation time 
is here - 
you made it! 

As you celebrate this success, 
we want to offer our best wishes 
for the exciting new chapter 
to come. 

NAME OF BUSINESS

123 Anystreet, Yourtown, 
000-000-0000
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Congratulations,
Class of ’23!
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Online search option: 
Search all 
Keyword: Graduation

This is a theme that your inside sales team will love selling. The page layouts in this issue can easily be customized to suit your market size and your needs.

Dear subscribers,
The material we’ve provided on these two pages 
allows you to create a special section to celebrate 
the efforts and achievements of this year’s graduates. 
Add local content and messages from parents, 
teachers and other school staff. You can create 
a booklet that’ll touch your readers and become 
a treasured keepsake for many families. Happy sales!
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Congratulations 
graduates!

All your hard work has paid off.

Congratulations 
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Best wishes for your next adventure.
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Congratulations 
2023 grads!

All that effort has paid off. 
We want to join your loved ones 

in celebrating 
your well-deserved success.
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Happy 
Graduation Day!
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