lllinois Ag Director Says Trump
Policies are “Crushing” Farmers

by Peter Hancock, Capital News Illinois

The Trump administration an-
nounced recently that it would
make $12 billion available in the
form of one-time payments to
U.S. farmers to help weather what
it calls “temporary trade market
disruptions” in the wake of ongo-
ing tariff disputes with America’s
trading partners.

But Jerry Costello II, director
of the Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture, said this week the latest
aid package is less than half the
size of the one offered in response
to trade disputes during Trump’s
first administration. He said the
money being offered now is not
nearly enough to make up for the
losses farmers are suffering.

“Tariffs are crushing farmers
again,” Costello said in a state-
ment. “Financial losses are worse
this time around, yet the aid pack-
age is 50% smaller. We're seeing
repeated devastation with greater
losses than Trump 1. It defies log-
ic.

Payment details

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture announced the “Farm-
er Bridge Assistance Program”
Monday. It said the funds are au-
thorized under the Commodity
Credit Corporation Charter Act
and will be administered through
the federal Farm Service Agency,
which also administers most other
farm credit, subsidy and conser-
vation programs.

Of the $12 billion being made
available, USDA said, $11 billion
will be earmarked for farmers
who produce row crops. Those in-
clude corn and soybeans, the two
biggest crops in Illinois, as well as
barley, cotton, oats, peanuts, sor-
ghum, wheat, and several other
crops.

The remaining $1 billion is be-
ing reserved for other crops, in-
cluding sugar and specialty crops,
although details of those pay-
ments are still being developed.

The payments will be based on
the number of acres of eligible
crops each farmer planted, as re-
ported to FSA, as well as statistical
models that use production cost
estimates, average yields and mar-
ket prices to estimate each farm-
er’s losses.

USDA said eligible farmers
should make sure their 2025 acre-
age is reported to FSA by 5 p.m.
eastern time Friday, Dec. 19. Eli-
gible farmers can expect payments
to be released by Feb. 28, 2026.

Sufficiency of payments

In its statement Monday, USDA
said the program would use “a
uniform formula to cover a por-
tion of the modeled losses” farm-
ers incurred during the 2025 crop
year, but it did not say how large of
a portion those payments would
cover.

Costello, however, said the lim-
ited size of the program ensures it
will not be enough to cover all the
losses farmers have suffered as a
result of the trade disputes.

“It’s a much, much smaller relief
package than last time, and this is
a much larger problem than what
we experienced during the first
Trump administration and the
first Trump tariffs,” he said in an
interview with Capitol News Illi-
nois.

In 2017, Costello noted, the
Trump administration imposed
significant tariffs on various
goods coming into the United
States from China. That prompted
China to impose retaliatory tariffs
on a number of U.S. exports, in-

cluding soybeans and other agri-
cultural products.

Ilinois is the nation’s leading
producer of soybeans, he said, and
China was the biggest export mar-
ket for that crop.

“In 2017, tariffs are put in place.
In 2018 and 2019, there’s an esti-
mated loss of over $27 billion in
the agricultural space,” Costello
said. “What’s interesting about
that is about 72% of that literal-
ly was specific to soybeans, and
about 95% of that was specific to
China. So at that point in time -
again, first Trump administration
— the aid package was $23.1 (bil-
lion).”

Costello also noted that nearly
a third of the agricultural losses
at that time were concentrated in
just three states — Iowa, Illinois
and Kansas.

This time around, Costello said,
the global trade disputes extend
beyond just China, and in the
agricultural sector they involve
many more crops than corn and
soybeans. But the aid package is
only half the size as the one in the
first Trump administration.

Long-term costs

Costello said the trade wars have
affected the farm economy on at
least two fronts — lower prices due
to shrinking export markets, and
higher production costs because
of tariffs imposed on imported
goods such as fertilizers, tractors
and other kinds of farm equip-
ment.

During the first Trump admin-
istration, he said, Illinois’ sales of
soybeans to China fell from $1.3
billion in 2017 to $116 million in
2018 - roughly a 90% drop. By
2020, they had fallen further, to
just $29 million.

“So, I mean, those are major,
major losses,” he said.

One result, he said, is that farm-
ers have ended up storing their
products in silos, either because
the market prices are too low or
there simply aren’t enough buyers.

“So when you've got all of your
storage that’s being consumed, or
most of your storage being con-
sumed, a lot of farmers are forced
to sell into a market that’s de-
pressed if they have nowhere to go
with it,” he said. “So they’re forced
to take those losses.”

Meanwhile, he said, tariffs being
imposed on products coming into
the United States from overseas
are driving up the cost for farmers
to put a crop in the ground.

“Just this past year, because
of tariffs, nitrogen tariffs are up
10%,” he said. “Herbicide, pesti-
cide, insecticide are up 20%. Ag
equipment, up 13%; tractors, up
16%. So there are huge implica-
tions because of the tariffs on a lot
of the inputs.”

While those factors are affect-
ing farmers’ bottom lines today,
Costello said his biggest concern is
that they could become long-term
drags on the farm economy, mak-
ing it difficult or impossible for
individuals and families to earn
their livelihoods by farming.

“Right now, we have more peo-
ple farming that are over 75 than
under 35,” he said. “It’s scary, be-
cause 58.6 is the average age of a
farmer in the state of Illinois right
now. So getting new people into
agriculture, retaining the folks
that have had the guts to try to
come into a tough ... those new
folks are the most vulnerable, and
those are the ones that it worries
me will not be able to sustain this
type of a downturn.”

THE CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 2016 Toro 50-inch Zero
Turn riding mower with steering
wheel. Bought new. Looks and
runs great - $1,600. 711 LaPrairie
Rd., Sparland - (309) 361-0192.
tfc-p

FOR SALE: 2009 Chevy Impala.
Runs and drives great. Good body
and tires. 30 MPG. $2,500 or best
offer. (309) 657-7657. Must sell!
45-tfc

FOR RENT

FOR RENT: 2-Bedroom apart-
ment in Lacon. New carpeting,
new paint. No pets, no smoking a
must! $650 a month plus deposit.
Water, sewer and garbage includ-
ed. Phone (309) 361-3042. 20-tfc

TWO BEDROOM DUPLEX
APARTMENT FOR RENT IN
HENRY, IL - This is a HUD Subsi-
dized apartment for senior citizens
(62+yrs) or disabled individuals
(50+ yrs). You must have 2 or more
in the family and meet eligibility
requirements. Appliances, water
& garbage included, located at
The Henry Home Association on
Stoner Drive. Call (309) 356-1112
or TTY users dial (800) 526-0844.
“This institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer”
38-tfc

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques,
collectibles, furniture, toys, post
cards, hunting and fishing items,
decoys, duck calls, fishing lures,
coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303-
6173. 4-52¢

NEED HELP QUITTING?

lllinois Tobacco Quitline

llinois Department of Public Health
1-800-QUIT-YES
1-866-784-8937

WE ARE
ONLINE

If you would like to subscribe
to the online edition, or the
print edition of the Lacon
Home Journal/

Toluca Star Herald
simply log on to: www.lacon-
homejournal.com to sign up.

HEINEKE
ELECTRIC

Electrical Contracting

* Weddings
(Indoor/Outdoor)

* Funeral Dinners

+ Meetings

BRIDGETOWN EVENTS

102 North Ida St., Lacon, lllinois

PHONE (309) 442-2020

* Reunions
* Showers
+ Parties

+ Banquets

APPLIANCES
Maytag ¢ Amana
Westinghouse * RCA
Quasar * Tappan ¢ Zenith

WE SERVICE

WHAT WE SELL!

BENSON, IL
PH. (309) 394-2616

(ANSWERS ON PAGE 6)

ACROSS

1 Ship's sail

4 Some TVs

8 Corned beef
recipe

12 Terre Haute
sch.

13 Greek vowel

14 Iso-

15 Flop

17 Pop's sister

18 Coated with
gold

18 Is boastful

20 Forest clear-
ing

22 Satiate

24 Partially mine

25 Screwdriver (a8

ing Crossword

2 13

44 |45

type
29 — Lanka 45
30 Warning
31 Compass dir. 50 Yale students 11 Chart toppers 34 Lowly worker
32 Salling chal- 51 Cenclude 16 Potcovers 36 Devil's

lenge 19 Cigar remnant  domain
34 Wound cover DOWN 20 "Holy cow!" 37 Blanchett of
35 Breaks down 1 Skippyrival 21 Entice "The Aviator"
36 Piles 2 "This — stick- 22 Secluded 38 Milky gem
37 Pink hue up!" spots 39 Sandwich
40 Seniors' org. 3 Sofia'sland 23 Cooking fat bread
41 Each 4 Rummage 25 Move lkea 40 "The King ="
42 Unexpected {through) butterfly 42 Misery

gain 5 Stallion-to-be 26 Adventure 43 Under the
46 Story 6 — standstil 27 Now, ina weather
47 Shoppe 7 Plopped memo 44 Architect

descriptor down 28 Society new- Maya
48 24 horas 8 Fireplace part bies 45 Young fellow
49 Building 9 Water color? 30 Missing Gl

wings 10 Crooned 33 Curtains

HARTWIG ROLLOFF CONTAINERS

309-364-3672

A Divasion of Ed Harfwig Trucking £ Excavating, dnc

L Great For.........
g1l .! ﬂm ®Remodeling
| - ®Construction Jobs
BT ®*lHoofing Jobs
dseard old roafing 8 ontractors
#Private Use

THT ELECTRIC

Lacon, lllinois

FARM + RESIDENTIAL + GOMMERGIAL

“NO JOB TOO SMALL"
FULLY INSURED ¢+ 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

miaterlals

Specializing

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE In

*+ COMPLETE REWIRE
* NEW CONSTRUCTION
* SERVICE UPGRADE
¢ ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
* BUCKET TRUCK

Overhead - Underground Waterline Work
Post Hole Digging ¢ Light Pole Setting

CALL TERRY TAYLOR - (815)866-8557 TN

@L

Bus Drivers Wanted
+ Substitute Drivers
+ Extra Curricular Drivers
+ Regular Route Drivers

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED,
PAID TRAINING '
|

Midland CUSD #7 Transportation Office
901 Hilltop Drive Sparland, IL 61565 —s
/ (309)469-5401

Grain Bins
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