2026’s Neediest Cities In America

Hunger, poverty and home-
lessness affect every nation - even
the richest and most powerful. In
2024, 10.6% of the U.S. population
lived in poverty. As we continue
to deal with the economic fallout
of inflation, it’s important to help
our existing impoverished pop-
ulation and ensure we minimize
the number of new people who fall
into poverty.

On the heels of our report on
the most charitable states, Wal-
letHub compared more than 180
U.S. cities based on 28 key indi-
cators of economic disadvantage,
such as child poverty, food inse-
curity and uninsured rates.

“In the neediest cities, a large
number of people lack access to ad-
equate food, health care and shel-
ter, but there are plenty of other
less obvious issues that also need
to be resolved. The neediest cities
need to address problems like high
school dropout rates, lack of access
to quality internet, overcrowded
housing, poor mental health and
more. Fixing these issues can lift
people out of poverty, lower crime
rates, and elevate people’s mental
and physical health.”

Chip lupo, wallethub analyst

Neediest Cities In America

City Score
1. Detroit, MI........ccoeeuveneee. 59.90
2. Brownsville, TX .............. 56.40
3. Shreveport, LA ................. 55.43
4. Cleveland, OH................. 54.39
5. Little Rock, AR................. 53.87
6. Gulfport, MS.......cccovveunee. 53.52

7. Corpus Christi, TX........... 52.32

Honor Roll

From Lacon Front Page)
Rasmussen, Kira Raoberts, 1sabe-
lah Rosa, Destinee Sanchez, Kait-
lyn Schaer, Kherington Sullivan,
Emma Tower, Jackson Vogelge-
sang, Lily Wildbahn-Nambiar

Freshmen: Lily Bean, Levi
Bella, Maleigha Blunier, Maximus
Dalton, Levi Dorsey, Alexander
Grove, Gemma Halsne, Kourtlyn
Hattan, Makenzie Horton, Layla
Loeser, Jack McGlasson, Lincoln
Meils, Lennon Miles, Sydney
Miller, Leah Mooberry, Gabri-
el Pyles, Brooklyn Rice, Emma
Schuyler Weir, Quin Stein, Ezra
Stokes, Waide Yarger

Honors

Seniors. Zachary Allen, Kel-
see Ensor, Olin Jakubek, Drake
Kelly, Katerina Lenz, Aiden Ma
jor, Landon McFadden, Micheily
Reeves-Clark, Kayla shafer, Jacob
Strohmaier, Evan Taylor

Juniors; Caitlin Allen, Tren-
ton Allen, Connor Harlan, Jacob
Dylan Loeser, Mateo Skow, Rayne
Smith, Gavin Weide, Krystal
Welch, Mackenzie Wilson-Myers

Sophomores.  Anna Allen,
Zoey Auer, Ashton Cherry, Kin-
ley Draper, Turner Eberle, Abigail
Miller, Traian Patton, Ella Peplow,
Desiree Sanchez, Khloe Taylor,
Abigail Thompson, lan White

Freshmen:  Gerrard Boyer,
Preston Call, Dawson Donahue,
Cooper Hattan, Lucas Luebbers,
Silas McKinney, Jayce Myers,
Ryan Napolitano, Catherine Olt-
man, Morgan Patton, Arianna
Rice, Eli Rosa, Amber Sanchez,
Bentley Strong, Zoe Zick

LACON HOME JOURNAL

ESTABLISHED IN 1837

204 South Washington Street
Lacon, lllinois 61540
PHONE (309) 246-2865
Offices at Lacon & Toluca, IL
Office Hours: 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Bill Sondag ..........c.cceeuenns Publisher
Mary Sheets ............ Graphic Artist
Mary Mooberry ........... Bookkeeper
Terri Taylor . Toluca Correspondent
MJ Langner............ Reporter/Sales

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Marshall County

Print.....coooooveeiiieiieeei, $30/Year
Print & Online ................. $40/Year
In lllinois
Print.....coooooveiiiieiieees $35/Year
online .....cooovveeeiiieeeieen. $30/Year
Print & Online ................. $45/Year
Out-Of-State
Print....oocooeeiiiiiieeee $45/Year
online .....ccooovveviiiieeenn.. $30/Year
Print & Online ................. $55/Year

Entered as Second Class matter in the
Post Offi ce, Lacon, IL 61540

8. Birmingham, AL.............. 52.13  177. Pearl City, HI .................. 29.18
9. Laredo, TX ...ccocveveercurerennee 52.05 178. Huntington Beach, CA .28.87
10. New Orleans, LA .............. 51.82  179. Fremont, CA ................... 28.05
11. Baton Rouge, LA............... 51.65 180. Bismarck, ND................. 27.51
12. Los Angeles, CA.............. 51.03 181. Columbia, MD................ 24.79
13. Fort Smith, AR ................ 50.84 182. Overland Park, KS.......... 24.75
14. Philadelphia, PA................ 50.75 Kev Stat
15. Newark, NJ....ccooovvvvinenne. 50.43 o Overl de)i) iSK h
16. Memphis, TN.........oocooo... 50.26 4 1 Cchild boverty rate
17. Baltimore, MD................. 4993 the Jowest child poverty rate,
18. Houston, TX .o.cooccerv... 49,63 Which is 11.8 times lower than in
iy Cleveland, Ohio, the city with the
19. Columbia, SC.......ovvveveeeeees 49.51 2 ore NS ’ Y
20. Las Cruces, NM.............. 4939 nghest .
21. Fresno, CA......ccoeveevveneenee. 49.25 Gilbert, Arizona, has.the.low-
22. St. Louis, MO........cccooo... 4911 st adult poverty rate, which is 5.4
23. Wilmington, DE............ 49,08 times lower fhan in Detroit, the
24. Augusta, GA ........cceueenee. 49.05 CItZ Wl(t: lt eb.lg eﬁ. land. h
25. New York, NY......ccccoeene. 48.89 oumbia, Araryland,  has
the fewest homeless persons (per
Least Neediest Cities In America 1,000 residents), which is 42.2
158. Chula Vista, CA ............. 33.44  times fewer than in New York, the
159. Chesapeake, VA.............. 33.13  city with the most.
160. Lincoln, NE......cccoeeuneueee. 33.04 ¢ Sioux Falls and Rapid City,
161. Cedar Rapids, IA............. 32.99 South Dakota, have the lowest
162. Oceanside, CA................ 32.76  unemployment rate, which is 5.4
163. Aurora, IL......ccccovvvvenenee. 32.76 times lower than in Detroit, the
164. Sioux Falls, SD................ 32.38  city with the highest.
165. Scottsdale, AZ................. 32.25 ¢ South Burlington, Vermont,
166. Plano, TX .....ccccceeevnnnee. 32.21 has the lowest share of uninsured
167. Raleigh, NC.........cccconeue.e. 32.09 residents, which is 13 times lower
168. Chandler, AZ................. 32.03 than in Brownsville, Texas, the
169. Warwick, RI.................... 31.63  city with the highest.
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Tomorrow, anything could happen

It could be the best day ever or it could be a day of dark
clouds. No one knows what tomorrow holds. Call today to
get prepared for your future and protect what matters most.

Jonathan Krieghauser
Financial Representative
\ 316 5th St
Lacon, IL 61540
jonathan krieghauser@countryfinancial.com

1-309-246-2570 N T

Auto, house and business insurance policies held by COUNTRYMutual Insurance Company?, COUNTRY Preferred w
Insurance Company* and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company?. Life insurance policiesissued by COUNTRY lfe
Company’, Bloomingt I

oo m

I ince Company* and COUNTRY Investors Life American Company*, Bloomington, IL
0419-564HC-04822-10/21/2016

170. Virginia Beach, VA ........ 31.01
171. Gilbert, AZ.........ccoevueenee

172. Nashua, NH
173 .Fargo, ND........cccceeuueuueee. .
174. Madison, WT1................... 30.13
175. Irvine, CA ..o 29.58
176. South Burlington, VT....29.21

NEED HELP QUITTING?

lllinois Tobacco Quitline

1-800-QUIT-YES
1-866-784-8937

lllinois Department of Public Health

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF Marshall - Lacon, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust National Association not in its Individual Capacity but
Solely as Owner Trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust
Plaintiff

VS.

Austin Brone; lllinois Housing Development Authority; Unknown Owners
and Non-Record Claimants
Defendant

25FC8
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Cor-
poration will on February 4, 2026, at the hour 10:15 a.m., Hasselberg Grebe
Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth, 310 Fifth Street, Lacon, IL 61540, sell to the
highest bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged real estate:

P..N. 04-36-105-005.
Commonly known as 318 S. Broad St., Lacon, IL 61540.

The real estate is: single family residence. If the subject mortgaged real
estate is a unit of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by subsec-
tion (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At
sale, the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, balance within 24
hours, by certified funds. No refunds. The property will NOT be open for
inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished to check the court file to
verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's Attorney,
Potestivo & Associates P.C.,
223 West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 610, Chicago, IL 60606.
(248) 853-4400 ext 1200. 320077

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com

13279057
Publish January 8, 15,22, 2025

+ Landscaping

+ Retaining Wall

+ Patio/Pavers

+ Driveways

+ Decks

+ Snow Removal/
Lawn Care

* Fall/Spring
Clean-Up

G&H PHBFEHTY SEIchEs
Call us at (815) 760-1010

DENTAL
Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Coverage for cleanings,
fillings, crowns - even
dentures! Get dental
insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

Get your FREE Information Kit
It's easy! Call or scan today

1-855-402-1352
Dental50PIus.com/Peach

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to
physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state.
Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C2541D; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).

6347-0125

Get your Info Kit
SCAN NOW!

BID REQUEST

The Fieldcrest Community Unit School District No. 6 Board of
Education will receive sealed bids, meeting all specifications, for:
LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES.

The Bid Opening will be Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 10:00
A.M. at the Fieldcrest Community Unit School District No. 6 - Dis-
trict Office, 1 Dornbush Drive, Minonk, IL 61760. The bids will be
publicly opened and read at this time.

Interested bidders may pick up a copy of the specifications
at the District Office between 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 PM. Monday
through Friday or request the District to mail or email a copy of
the specifications. Requests for bids should be directed to:

Sherry Tjaden, District Administrative Assistant
Fieldcrest Community Unit School District No. 6
1 Dornbush Drive, Minonk, IL 61760
Phone: (309) 432-2177
Email: stiaden@unit6.org

Fieldcrest Community Unit School District No. 6 reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities in the bidding
procedure, or accept the bid that in its opinion will serve its best
interest. Any such decision shall be considered final. Fieldcrest
Community Unit School District No. 6 reserves the right to set
aside a Bid from a Contractor whom, in the District’s opinion, does
not exhibit experience equal to the size and scope of this project
or has exhibited poor performance on a similar contract.

Sealed bids should be submitted on the form provided by the
District and marked “Lawn Maintenance Services Bid.” Sealed
bids must be received in the Fieldcrest Community Unit School
District No. 6 Office at 1 Dornbush Drive, Minonk, IL 61760 no lat-
er than 10:00 A.M. February 12, 2026. It shall be the bidder’s
responsibility to ensure that the bids are received at the District
Office by District Office personnel at that time. The District shall
not be responsible for any bids received at the District Office after
the deadline regardless of reason. Any bids received after the pre-
viously stated deadline will be returned to the bidder unopened.

STURDY. RELIABLE. EFFICIENT.
(THE TRANE, T00.)

SEEK COMFORT FROM THE STRONE, DEPENDABLE TYPE.
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Energy Specialists Co.
815-452-2332

www-anargy-spanullsts com

Plumbing - Air Conditioning - Heating - Electrical - Generators

Contact us now for complete confidence
in ahome comfort solution.
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