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REPUBLICAN SPECIMEN BALLOT
MARSHALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION

U.S. Farm Bill Drops,
Outlines 5-Year Funding

By Thérèse Boudreaux/ The Center Square
  The U.S. House Agriculture Committee dropped the text 
of the U.S. farm bill Friday, an 802-page package authoriz-
ing various nutrition, rural development and farm support 
programs.
  The Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026 re-
news and enhances crop insurance and price support, di-
saster assistance, risk management programs, operation 
and marketing loans, and federal agricultural research.
  It also outlines investments in rural broadband connec-
tivity, forest management, water infrastructure, and hos-
pital assistance, as well as the Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP).
  Committee Chair Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., called the 
bill, still in draft form, “long overdue” and said the com-
mittee will begin marking it up Feb. 23. 
  “This bill provides modern policies for modern chal-
lenges and is shaped by years of listening to the needs of 
farmers, ranchers, and rural Americans,” Thompson said 
in a statement. “The farm bill affects our entire country, re-
gardless of whether you live on a farm, and I look forward 
to seeing my colleagues in Congress work together to get 
this critical legislation across the finish line.”
  Although Congress is supposed to pass a new farm bill 
every five years, the most recent farm bill passed in 2018. If 
passed, the newly introduced farm bill would last through 
fiscal year 2031.
  Some Democratic lawmakers, however, have already 
come out against the bill. Provisions in the bill that many 
Democrats oppose include limiting federal investments 
into solar projects located on forest or prime farmland, and 
loosening restrictions on PFAS chemicals and pesticides. 
  While the legislation also includes many bipartisan poli-
cies – such as establishing a new three-year rural childcare 
initiative – it “fails to meet the moment,” according to com-
mittee Ranking Member Angie Craig, D-Minn., said.
  “Farmers need Congress to act swiftly to end inflationary 
tariffs, stabilize trade relationships, expand domestic mar-
ket opportunities like year-round E15 and help lower in-
put costs,” Craig argued. “The Republican majority instead 
chose to ignore Democratic priorities and focus on pushing 
a shell of a farm bill with poison pills that complicates if not 
derails chances of getting anything done.”


