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(ANSWERS ON PAGE 8)FOR SALE
The Classifieds

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, toys, post 
cards, hunting and fishing items, 
decoys, duck calls, fishing lures, 
coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303-
6173.	 4-52c

MISC.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE: 2016 Toro 50-inch Zero 
Turn riding mower with steering 
wheel. Bought new. Looks and 
runs great - $1,600. 711 LaPrairie 
Rd., Sparland - (309) 361-0192.

tfc-p

HELP WANTED: Indian Town 
Home and Henry Home Associ-
ation has a Maintenance Position 
available.  Email resume to hha.
itha.jenny@gmail.com  Or call 
309-356-1112 for more informa-
tion.                         5-tfc

COUNTY CLERK ANNOUNCES EARLY/ 
GRACE PERIOD VOTING REQUIREMENTS

  Jill M. Kenyon, Marshall County Clerk, announced that eligible voters can vote early 
starting February 20th without having to offer a reason or an excuse for wanting to vote 

early.

The early voting law allows voters to cast a ballot.
Early voting will be conducted in the Clerk’s office during regular business hours,

weekdays.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; excluding Holidays.

The law prohibits a person who voted during the early voting/grace period from voting 
at their regular polling place on March 17th, 2026. The votes cast during the early voting/

grace period will be counted on Election Day.
Prior to 2006, voters who wanted to vote early had to request an absentee ballot and offer 

a reason such as being physically incapacitated or out of the county on Election Day.
The last day for voter registration is February 17th, 2026. (Excluding Grace Period)

Grace Period will begin February 18th through March 17th, 2026, in the office of the Mar-
shall County Clerk & Recorder. You will need to bring 2 pieces of mail showing your current 
address as well a current driver’s license, a state-issued ID card or another government-is-

sued ID with a photograph.

For information about Early Voting or Grace Period, contact the Clerk’s office 309-246-6325 
Press 2 then 1 at 122 N. Prairie, PO Box 328, Lacon, IL 61540.

FARM w RESIDENTIAL w COMMERCIAL
Specializing 

In
Grain Bins

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”

FULLY INSURED w 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

w COMPLETE REWIRE
w NEW CONSTRUCTION
w SERVICE UPGRADE

w ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
w BUCKET TRUCK

Overhead - Underground Waterline Work
Post Hole Digging w Light Pole Setting

FREE ESTIMATES

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Lacon, Illinois

CALL TERRY TAYLOR - (815) 866-8557

LACON 
CHIROPRACTIC 

CENTER
Beth Ann McKee, D.C.
Michael D. Girone, D.C.

Chiropractic 
Physicians

Phone (309) 246-2566
1109 5th St.,

P.O. Box 226, Lacon, IL

Farmers, many of whom 
voted for Trump, say they'd 

prefer stable trade over a 
government check

by Rebecka Pieder, Illinois News Bureau  
   Illinois soybean farmers are 
set to receive special federal pay-
ments at the end of February 
meant to offset losses from last 
year’s trade disruptions. But while 
farmers welcome the relief, many 
say it will only provide temporary 
respite.
  Illinois soybean farmers have 
been caught in a cost squeeze after 
years of financial pressure tied to 
rising input costs, shifting export 
markets and falling grain prices. 
The strain intensified when Chi-
na - Illinois’ largest export market 
for soybeans - sharply reduced 
purchases amid escalating tariffs 
imposed by the Trump adminis-
tration, prompting Gov. JB Pritz-
ker to declare a state of emergency 
for Illinois agriculture last fall.
  While China has recently in-
creased U.S. soybean purchases 
under a different trade agreement, 
many farmers worry that the 
country’s shift toward suppliers in 
South America could have lasting 
effects on Illinois agriculture.
  Lance Muirhead, a seventh-gen-
eration farmer in Macon County, 

calls the temporary federal help 
- known as bridge payments - a 
“necessary evil.”
  “I hate to rely on government aid, 
and especially ad-hoc payments 
like that,” Muirhead, 29, said. “It’s 
just a Band-Aid and it’s not cover-
ing the whole wound.”
  Illinois is the top producer of 
soybeans in the country, harvesting 
over 639 million bushels in 2025 - 
approximately 17.4 million metric 
tons. In 2024, the U.S. exported 
26.8 million metric tons of soy-
beans to China, with Illinois alone 
accounting for $1.4 billion in sales.
  In 2025, China halted imports of 
U.S. soybeans for several months 
before a November trade agreement 
in which China committed to pur-
chasing 12 million metric tons – a 
target that represents a sharp de-
crease from 2024 levels, and which 
ultimately wasn’t fulfilled until ear-
ly 2026.
  In December, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced 
the “Farmer Bridge Assistance Pro-
gram,” authorized under the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter 
Act. Of the $12 billion being made 
available, the USDA said, $11 bil-
lion is earmarked for farmers who 
produce row crops, to cover the 
losses felt during the suspension. 
Those include corn and soybeans, 

Illinois Soybean Farmers Welcome
Federal Aid But Fear Long-Term Damage

 A barn quilt, one of many, is 
pictured at the February meeting 
of the Chief Senachwine DAR 
Chapter. The barn quilt was fea-
tured in the "Barn Quilts of Bureau 
County" presentation by Valerie 
Jensen of rural Bureau County.

The February 6 meeting of the 
Chief Senachwine Chapter, Nation-
al Society Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution, was held at the 
Henry Public Library. The meeting 
was called to order by Regent Jean 
Galetti. Members learned about 
“Barn Quilts of Bureau County” 
from Valerie Jensen of rural Bureau 
County, which preceded the busi-
ness meeting.

The theme of the day was “Hap-
py Birthday, America 250” with 
red-white-blue decor and birthday 
cake. Members sang an early “Hap-
py Birthday” for America’s 250th 
Founding, officially celebrated on 
July 4, 2026.  

DAR chapters are founded on 
the promise of service, and Regent 
Galetti praised the members for 
submitting 2399 total service hours 
in the community, state, and nation. 
The original goal was 1290 hours of 
service during 2025.

Regent Galetti reported on her 
co-hosting a program sponsored 
through the America 250 Illinois 
program at the Granville Library. 
She also revealed her DAR Mem-
bers Class project, that of creating a 
QR Code for the chapter. Members 
use their phones and the Code to 
access expanded DAR information.

Vice Regent Sandy Miller is also 
enrolled in the course and her class 
project is researching the Revo-
lutionary War practice of soldiers 
carrying pharmaceutical-suitable 
drugs gleaned from their pollinator 
gardens. Miller also reported on the 
12 Madonna of the Trail statues, 

created by DAR state organiza-
tions, honoring the intrepid women 
who pushed westward. Statues are 
placed along Rt. 40 and part of Rt. 
66. Each monument is located in 
one of the 12 states from Maryland 
to California.

Chairmen of nine committees 
provided reports. Plans are already 
being made for State Regent Marria 
Blinn’s visit in Sept. A light lunch 
will be served. Orders are being 
placed for America 250 yard signs.

The next meeting will be held 
on Fri., March 6 at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Henry, begin-
ning at 1:30. An Awards Ceremony, 
followed by a program and recep-
tion, will recognize Good Citizens 
honorees from Henry-Senachwine, 
Midland, and Putnam County high 
schools.

Chief Senachwine Chapter, NSDAR Holds 
February Meeting At Henry Public Library


