L-S Fire Dept.

Thefirst of two fires on Saturday
occurred at approximately 12:57 on
February 28th. The Lacon-Sparland
Fire Protection Dist. & Ambulance
was dispatched to a grass fire near
a residence located at 1008 Gimlet
Creek with no further information.

The first unit on scene was
Brush-2, followed by Engine-5.
Upon arrival, crews observed fire
spread around the residence, fire in
the timber progressing up the hill,
and a partialy involved shed. B-2
deployed a 150-ft 1" attack line to
stop the fire extension around the
residence. E-5 initially utilized a
water can and hand tools to quick-
ly halt the fire's progression up the
hill. Once forward progress was
stopped, Engine-5 deployed a200-
ft 194" attack line to extinguish the
involved shed. After al visiblefire
was extinguished, crews remained
on scene for approximately 25
minutes conducting overhaul op-
erations. Thermal imaging camer-
as were used to check the affected
structures, water was applied to
remaining hot spots, and equip-
ment was picked up and returned
to service.

All Lacon-Sparland Fire units
cleared the scene and back in ser-
vice at 2:10 p.m.

The cause of the fire was deter-
mined to be accidental in nature
with damages being contained to
the exterior of the residence and
minimal damage to both the interi-
or and exterior of the shed. A burn
pit was left unattended and the fire
spread.

No firefighter or civilian in-
juries were reported. Henry Fire
Protection District assisted with
thisfire.

There was a second fire that
day requiring assistance by the
Lacon-Sparland Fire Department.
At approximately 14:45 on Feb-
ruary 28th, The Lacon-Sparland
Fire Dept & Ambulance was dis-
patched to a grass fire that was
turning into a field fire at 561 CR
1300 E Lacon.

The first unit on scene was
Brush-2, followed by Engine-3.
Upon arrival, crews observed
approximately one acre of grass
fire rapidly advancing toward the
neighboring property’s timber.
B-2 deployed two 10-ft 1" attack
lines to quickly stop the fire from
spreading into the timber and near-
by cornfield. E-3 positioned itself
at the top side of the property and
deployed a 200-ft 134" attack line
down the hill to extinguish the fire
spreading towards the residence.
Once al visible fire was knocked
down, crews remained on scene
for approximately 20 minutes and
utilized hand tools to break down
two burn piles while applying wa
ter to ensure complete extinguish-
ment and eliminate any remaining
hot spots from reigniting.

All Lacon-Sparland Fire units
cleared the scene and were back in
service at 16:00

The cause of the fire was deter-
mined to be accidental in nature
with damage being contained to a
60-ft. fence row. A burning brush
pile behind the residence was left
unattended and the fire spread.

No Firefighter or Civilian in-
juries were reported. Henry Fire
Protection Dist. also assisted with
thisfire.
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It was one for the records. Ex-
citing? You bet it was exciting.
Tied. Overtime. The USA fans
and the Canada fans al held their
breath as their teams went into
overtime, tied for the Gold Medal.
It was the Girls Team. That's right
the USA Girls Hockey Team won
against Canada in overtime for
the 2026 Milan Cortina Olympics
Gold Medal. Hilary Knight scored
to send the team to OT and Megan
Keller scored the Golden Goal.

The USA Boys Hockey Team
did the same thing, different day.

If we simply ignore the contro-
versy that's been fired up by peo-
ple who don’t play the sport and
were not there for the games, we
will see the cheering, the celebra-
tion, the respect, the joy that our
two great hockey teams openly
displayed and have for each other.
That's the best part of the games.

In a recent conversation here
at the Journal, we were talking
about our school days along time
ago. (No, we didn't go to school
on horseback or in buggies. We
rode the bus.) Anyway, it was not-
ed that in those days, girls didn't
play sports. It wasn't that we
didn’t know how. We went to the
boys games, sat in the bleachers,
and cheered. There was no travel-
ing basketball team for the girls. |
guess we probably shot some bas-
ketsin PE., but | don't remember
any actual games.

We had PE. uniforms, and in
the spring, we played a little soft-
ball with our teammates which
was more of a time to be outside
laughing, talking, paying absolute-
ly no attention to the game.

A favorite sport for us girlswas
archery. We shot arrows at a big,

Three Sheets in The

e by Mary

round bullseye target filled with
straw, while cows moseyed around
the field close to the school.

We played volleybdl in the
gym, but no one ever took our
team on the road. There were no
tournaments, no regionals or sec-
tionals for us. | looked through
some very old yearbooks - al in
black and white, and there were
no pictures of the Mid-County
Girls basketball team. No Letter-
man’'s Club for the girls. We did
have FHA - Future Homemakers
of America.

Wow, things have sure changed.
Borrowing from an old cigarette
dlogan from the years when smok-
ing was very common, “you’ve
come a long way baby.” In addi-
tion to grade school, high school
and college basketball, there are
even pro teams made up of sharp
shooting, fast moving, serious
playing women.

| shouldn’t make fun, because
| learned to play my very favorite
sport during P.E. at my high school
in downtown Varna. It was there
that | found tennis, hitting balls
in the gym. Those were the days
when we hit the ball to each other,
tapping it over the net. Over the
years, |'ve played with friends and
family. | advanced very littlein the
game. Now, | watch as the women
players can slam their serves over
100 miles an hour.

And so, | say, good for the
girlsl We have come along way in
S0 many things - even sports.

And back to our 2026 Olympic
Hockey Teams, congratulations
to both. They managed to teach
us, by example, that the wins are
equally important, the boys and
the girls.

Lady Timberwolves

(From Lacon Front Page)
niors were freshmen when I too
over the program so they were
the first class I've gotten to coach
from start to finish and to go out
the way we did was a lot of fun.
The year before I got to Midland,
the girls basketball program was
winless, so for all of us to be able
to go from that to where we were
this year has been incredible to
say the least. We were Tri-Coun-
ty Conference Champions for
the first time in program history,
regional champions for the first
time in 27 years, the first Sweet 16
appearance for the program, and
a program record 26 wins. . This
group has a lot to be proud of and
have set the standard for the fu-
ture of our program. These girls
were great basketball players and
even better people and I can’t wait
to see all they will accomplish go-
ing forward.”

“All you need is love. But a
little chocolate now and then
doesn’t hurt.”

- CharlesM. Schulz

MIDLAND 48, AURORA CHRISTIAN 17

FG FT PTS
Jordyn Pyles...eeennnecnnns 0 56 5
Anna McGlasson.. w4 35 12
Ella Foster.......... 1 0-0 3
Isabelah Rosa... .1 00 3
Lillian Auza........ .0 0-0 0
Sydney Miller ... .0 0-0 O
Adalynn Stickel .... .3 34 10
Emma Franks.... 5 12 14
Layla Loeser 0O 00 O
Nora Keinath.... 0 00 O
Makenzie Hort 0 0-0 0
Kaitlyn Schaer.. 0O 00 O
TOTALS 6) 12-17 48

AURORA CHRIST.(12-16) 2 4 9 2-17
MIDLAND (26-7) 24 6 16 2-48

ROCKFORD CHRIST. 57, MIDLAND 25
FG FT PTS
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Jordyn Pyles
Anna McGlasso
Ella Foster....
Isabelah Ros
Lillian Auza.
Lilly Bean.....
Sydney Miller ...
Adalynn Stickel ....
Emma Franks....
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Layla Loeser......
Nora Keinath....
Makenzie Horton
Kaitlyn Schaer.......
TOTALS cooeeeereeriirsessernanns

MIDLAND (26-8)
ROCKFORD CH. (24-11) 1
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+ Weddings
(Indoor/Outdoor)

* Funeral Dinners

+ Meetings

BRIDGETOWN EVENTS

102 North Ida St., Lacon, lllinois

¢ Reunions
* Showers
* Parties

* Banquets

S&K AUCTIONS LLC.

FARM CONSTRUCTION CONSIGNMENT

AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2026

9:00 AM.
Auction Location:
7526 Old State Rt. 121 Rd., Hopedale, IL, 61747

Advertising Deadline Sunday, March 7
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Taking consignments March 2 - 27
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Closed on Sunday
Auctioneers

Cal Kaufman
309-696-9019

Brent Schmidgall
309-202-8378

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF Marshall - Lacon, ILLINOIS

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
Plaintiff

vs.
NICOLE HAWN; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING BY AND THROUGH
ITS AGENCY THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant
25FC12
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on March 25, 2026, at the hour 10:15 a.m., Hasselberg
Grebe Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth, 310 Fifth Street, Lacon, IL 61540,
sell, in person, to the highest bidder for cash, the following described
mortgaged real estate:

P..N. 03-16-378-009.

Commonly known as 307 MONROE ST., HENRY, IL 61537

The real estate is: single family residence. If the subject mortgaged real
estate is a unit of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by subsec-
tion(g-1) of Section 189.5 of the Condominium Property Act. Sale terms:
At sale, the bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the Judgement
of Foreclosure) down by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by cer-
tified funds. No refunds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens or
encumbrances. The property will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the circuit court case record, property
tax record and the title record to verify all information before bidding.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER
OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's Attorney,
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC,
13010 Morris Road, Suite 450, Alpharetta, Georgia 30004.
(708) 668-4410 ext. 52109. 25-342444

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com

13281818
Publish February 19, 26, March 5, 2026
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