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FOR SALE
The Classifieds

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, toys, post 
cards, hunting and fishing items, 
decoys, duck calls, fishing lures, 
coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303-
6173.	 4-52c

MISC.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE: 2016 Toro 50-inch Zero 
Turn riding mower with steering 
wheel. Bought new. Looks and 
runs great - $1,600. 711 LaPrairie 
Rd., Sparland - (309) 361-0192.

tfc-p

HELP WANTED: Indian Town 
Home and Henry Home Associ-
ation has a Maintenance Position 
available.  Email resume to hha.
itha.jenny@gmail.com  Or call 
309-356-1112 for more informa-
tion.                         5-tfc

COUNTY CLERK ANNOUNCES EARLY/ 
GRACE PERIOD VOTING REQUIREMENTS

  Jill M. Kenyon, Marshall County Clerk, announced that eligible voters can vote early 
starting February 20th without having to offer a reason or an excuse for wanting to vote 

early.

The early voting law allows voters to cast a ballot.
Early voting will be conducted in the Clerk’s office during regular business hours,

weekdays.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; excluding Holidays.

The law prohibits a person who voted during the early voting/grace period from voting 
at their regular polling place on March 17th, 2026. The votes cast during the early voting/

grace period will be counted on Election Day.
Prior to 2006, voters who wanted to vote early had to request an absentee ballot and offer 

a reason such as being physically incapacitated or out of the county on Election Day.
The last day for voter registration is February 17th, 2026. (Excluding Grace Period)

Grace Period will begin February 18th through March 17th, 2026, in the office of the Mar-
shall County Clerk & Recorder. You will need to bring 2 pieces of mail showing your current 
address as well a current driver’s license, a state-issued ID card or another government-is-

sued ID with a photograph.

For information about Early Voting or Grace Period, contact the Clerk’s office 309-246-6325 
Press 2 then 1 at 122 N. Prairie, PO Box 328, Lacon, IL 61540.

FARM w RESIDENTIAL w COMMERCIAL
Specializing 

In
Grain Bins

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”

FULLY INSURED w 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

w COMPLETE REWIRE
w NEW CONSTRUCTION
w SERVICE UPGRADE

w ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
w BUCKET TRUCK

Overhead - Underground Waterline Work
Post Hole Digging w Light Pole Setting

FREE ESTIMATES

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Lacon, Illinois

CALL TERRY TAYLOR - (815) 866-8557

BRIDGETOWN EVENTS
102 North Ida St., Lacon, Illinois

w Weddings
  (Indoor/Outdoor) 

w Funeral Dinners

w Meetings

PHONE (309) 442-2020

w Reunions

w Showers

w Parties

w Banquets

JOHN’S ELECTRIC
Distinctive Electrical Service
Certified-Licensed-Insured

Since 1966
Four Generations of Excellence

Guaranteed Quality 
Workmanship and Material
John: 309-238-2927

John Rice,Owner
2120 Old Stage Coach Rd., 

Magnolia, IL 61336

By Glenn Minnis, The Center Square 
  Illinois Policy Institute’s Josh 
Bandoch points to Springfield 
when it comes to the state’s outlier 
status on jobs, including the area 
having lost at least 100,000 posts 
over just the last six months.
  New U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics data shows the hard times 
left upward of 300,000 residents 
looking for work by the end of 
2025, leaving roughly 1.4 workers 
competing for every job and mak-
ing Illinois home to the seventh 
highest such ratio in the country.
  “If you don't focus on hav-
ing a pro-growth economy and 
a pro-growth yield code and a 
pro-growth fiscal structure, then 
you're not going to grow,” Ban-
doch told The Center Square. 
“You're going to see businesses not 
grow as much here as they grow 
elsewhere and you’re going to see 
that gap widen. You're going to see 
other places seem more appealing 
than Illinois. We can make dif-
ferent choices to create more op-
portunity, to create more jobs and 
create more growth.”
  With Illinois’ workforce 

shrinking by nearly 109,000 over a 
yearlong period ending in Decem-
ber 2025 and the state’s labor force 
participation rate recently falling 
to 63.6, Bandoch worries the sit-
uation shows few signs of getting 
better anytime soon.
  “Part of what's driving this is 
a challenging business environ-
ment, especially in Chicago, that’s 
obviously a big driver of the Il-
linois economy” Bandoch said. 
“Businesses in Illinois are just 
highly regulated. Illinois is the 
fourth most regulated state and it 
has more than double the number 
of regulations on business or indi-
viduals in its legal code and it has 
more than eight times as many 
as the least regulated state. Over 
time that just catches up with you, 
catches up with businesses and in-
dividuals who want to create value 
and open businesses.”
  Bandoch points to the state’s 
lingering outmigration issues and 
warns even more residents may be 
primed to leave if the state resists 
in making some of the kind of 
wholesale policy changes he feels 
are called for.

Illinois Job Market Stalls, More
Than 300,000 Left Looking For Work

By Jim Talamonti | The Center Square 
  State lawmakers say physician 
assistants are leaving for Iowa 
because it takes so long to get li-
censed in Illinois.
  Illinois Department of Financial 
and Professional Regulation lead-
ers discussed audit findings with 
members of the Legislative Audit 
Commission at the Illinois Capitol 
last week.
  State Sen. Chapin Rose, R-Ma-
homet, said physician assistants 
recently told him they were going 
to Iowa to get licensed, because 
the process took six months in Il-
linois.
  “That’s six months of lost wages 
to those individuals. It’s also six 
months of lost productivity to the 
state of Illinois. It’s six months of 
lost tax revenues to the state of Illi-
nois. If they go to Iowa, we’ll never 
get them back. At the end of the 
day, it’s six months of less health 
care to the constituents that we all 
represent,” Rose said.
  State Rep. Natalie Manley, D-Jo-
liet, said she also met with the PAs.
  “Is there anything we can do to 
think outside the box, like a tem-

Physicians Assistants Leave For Iowa
Due To Licensing Wait Times In Illinois

porary license or something that 
can be issued so we don’t lose this 
talent?” Manley asked.
  IFPR Secretary Mario Treto Jr. 
said his agency is working to im-
plement a new licensing system.
  “The creation of a license for six 
months might create more work in 
terms of balancing the implemen-
tation of that new system that we 
might find resolution within those 
six months,” Treto said.
  Treto said he hopes to have the 
agency’s new system for licensed 
professionals fully implemented 
by the end of the year.
  Manley wondered how profes-
sionals in other states got licenses 
more quickly.
  “Every state is different,” Treto 
said.
  Rose said he understood that 
Treto inherited a “heck of a mess” 
when he took over the agency in 
2021.

***
“I always wanted to be some-
body, but now I realize I should 
have been more specific.”

 - Lily Tomlin

WANTED TO BUY: Electric leaf 
blower. Phone (309) 246-6753. 1p


