llinois Job Market Stalls, More
Than 300,000 Left Looking For Work

By Glenn Minnis, The Center Square
Illinois Policy Institute’s Josh
Bandoch points to Springfield
when it comes to the state’s outlier
status on jobs, including the area

shrinking by nearly 109,000 over a
yearlong period ending in Decem-
ber 2025 and the state’s labor force
participation rate recently falling
to 63.6, Bandoch worries the sit-
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to Iowa to get licensed, because
the process took six months in II-
linois.

“That’s six months of lost wages
to those individuals. It’s also six
months of lost productivity to the
state of Illinois. It’s six months of
lost tax revenues to the state of Illi-
nois. If they go to Iowa, we’ll never
get them back. At the end of the
day, it’s six months of less health
care to the constituents that we all
represent,” Rose said.

State Rep. Natalie Manley, D-Jo-
liet, said she also met with the PAs.

“Is there anything we can do to
think outside the box, like a tem-
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professionals fully implemented
by the end of the year.

Manley wondered how profes-
sionals in other states got licenses
more quickly.

“Every state is different,” Treto
said.

Rose said he understood that
Treto inherited a “heck of a mess”
when he took over the agency in
2021.
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“| always wanted to be some-
body, but now | realize | should
have been more specif ic.”

- Lily Tomlin

The comet

3I/ATLAS is

traveling through

our solar system ata
staggering 130,000 =
miles per hour, which is
the highest velocity ever
recorded for a solar system
visitor. The gravitational
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“slingshot” effect (from
stars and nebulae the
comet passes) gives it
added momentum,
increasing its speed.
No one knows where it
has come from.
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COUNTY CLERK ANNOUNCES EARLY/
GRACE PERIOD VOTING REQUIREMENTS

Jill M. Kenyon, Marshall County Clerk, announced that eligible voters can vote early
starting February 20th without having to offer a reason or an excuse for wanting to vote
early.

The early voting law allows voters to cast a ballot.
Early voting will be conducted in the Clerk’s office during regular business hours,
weekdays.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; excluding Holidays.

The law prohibits a person who voted during the early voting/grace period from voting
at their regular polling place on March 17th, 2026. The votes cast during the early voting/
grace period will be counted on Election Day.

Prior to 2006, voters who wanted to vote early had to request an absentee ballot and offer
a reason such as being physically incapacitated or out of the county on Election Day.
The last day for voter registration is February 17th, 2026. (Excluding Grace Period)
Grace Period will begin February 18th through March 17th, 2026, in the office of the Mar-
shall County Clerk & Recorder. You will need to bring 2 pieces of mail showing your current
address as well a current driver’s license, a state-issued ID card or another government-is-
sued ID with a photograph.

For information about Early Voting or Grace Period, contact the Clerk’s office 309-246-6325
Press 2 then 1 at 122 N. Prairie, PO Box 328, Lacon, IL 61540.
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