2026's Most & Least Innovative States

Innovation is a key engine of
economic growth in the United
States. Each year, the country in-
vests more than $800 billion in
research and development, help-
ing it rank third out of 139 nations
on the Global Innovation Index—
trailing only Switzerland and
Sweden. The rankings highlight
the strength of America’s markets
and business sophistication, along
with its knowledge creation and
technological output.

Some states play a larger role
than others in sustaining U.S.
leadership in the technology-driv-
en economy. These states continue
to foster innovation by investing
in education, research, and new
business formation, particularly
within highly specialized indus-
tries.

To identify the nation’s top con-
tributors, WalletHub evaluated
all 50 states and the District of
Columbia using 25 key indicators
of innovation friendliness. The
data set includes measures such as
the share of STEM professionals,
R&D spending per capita, and the
concentration of tech companies.

“The most innovative states are
especially attractive to people who
have majored in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math, or
STEM, as they offer abundant ca-
reer opportunities and investment
dollars, both for jobs at existing
companies and for startups. These
states also instill young students
with the skills they need to suc-
ceed in the current workforce, skills
which are useful whether or not
they pursue a STEM career.”

Chip Lupo, Wallethub Analyst

Most Innovative States

State Score
1, District of Columbia........ 69.13
2. Massachusetts ................. 66.90
3. California.....cccoeveeveuenee. 64.31
4. Colorado.......ccovvvveevvvennnns 62.22
5. Washington ........ccccecueeeee. 61.82
6. Maryland... .. 60.66
7. Virginia......cccoevvniicnnan. 57.70
8. Delaware........cooouveveueennnee. 53.94
9. Utah oo, 52.78

10. New Jersey.....cccovueucuenen 51.86

2026's States With
The Best & Worst
Taxpayer ROI

Best vs. Worst

¢ Red States have a higher tax-
payer return on investment, with
an average ranking of 20.74, com-
pared with 33.26 for Blue States (1
= Best).

¢ Indiana has the lowest pro-
portion of major roads in poor or
mediocre condition, which is six
times lower than in Rhode Island,
the state with the highest.

¢ Maine has the fewest violent
crimes per 1,000 residents, which
is 7.2 times lower than in Alaska,
the state with the most.

¢ New Hampshire has the low-
est infant mortality rate per 1,000
live births, which is 2.9 times low-
er than in Mississippi, the state
with the highest.

11. Oregon ......cocueeueveercrnrncnnes
12. New Hampshire ...

13 TEXAS vvororroseeseses s 49, West Virginia.............. 26.39

14. North Carolina................. 50. Louisiana.......cccveeeeeerenncee 24.20

15. New MeXiCO ....cuvvurmrrinnnn. 51. MisSisSippi....cccouevevrcncunnee. 22.97
P00 U1 1103 C e Key Stats

. ¢ The District of Columbia has

Least Innovative States the highest share of STEM profes-

37, Hawaii c.oceuerereercrercreennnnan. 33.58 sionals, which is 2.9 times higher

38. Nebraska... than in Mississippi, the lowest.

39. MiSSOUTI...ceeuceeviecererenncanes 32.57 ¢ Delaware has the highest
40. ORIO .. 32.42 share of technology companies,
41. South Dakota.........cc....... 31.90 which is 4.6 times higher than in
42. Alaska....ocooevcivciiciciin, 31.06 North Dakota, the lowest.

43. Oklahoma ...
44. Kentucky ..
45. Kansas.......
46. Arkansas .........ccoeeeveeenene. 28.78

¢ Massachusetts has the highest
research and development (R&D)
intensity, which is 17.8 times high-
er than in Wyoming, the lowest.

RETAIL SPAGE FOR RENT

233 5™ Street, Lacon

Main Floor Retail Space - over 1,200 sq ft (can be divided)
with Kitchen

- In the Heart of downtown Lacon
- Premium Corner Location

- Plenty of Customer Parking

- Restroom
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PROPERTIES

For more information contact:
ctzproperties@comcast.net
602-821-6690

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS I RETIREMENT

| COUNTEY 4

Tomorrow, anything could happen

It could be the best day ever or it could be a day of dark
clouds. No one knows what tomorrow holds. Call today to
get prepared for your future and protect what matters most.

Jonathan Krieghauser
Financial Representative
| 3165th St.
Lacon, IL 61540
jonathan krieghauser@countryfinancial.com

1-309-246-2570 N l‘

Auto, house and business insurance policies held by COUNTRYMutual Insurance Company?, COUNTRY Preferred
Insurance Company’ and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company?. Life insurance polices issued by COUNTRY lfe
Insurance Company* and COUNTRY Investors Life American Company?, Bloomington, IL
0419-564HC-04822-10/21/2016
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Erie Roofing Since 1976

B —

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%, OFF

Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULETODAY!

Call1.855.476.1537

$0 Down Today | Same Day Financing Available
Premium Warranty Protection

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALLTODAY! 1.855.476.1537

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West,
Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded

messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are
on aDONOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

¥ March Events ¢

Lacon Area Community Center

4+ March25-Wed.  11:00am Lutheran Church Service +
6:00 pm Card Players (call for more info.)

2 e X

() Erch 30-Mon.  9:00am Luminous Unveiled Homeschool Casep

(/)
)
4 FGF more information about any of these programs, other activities and building 4
rental’use;please contact us: (309)246-4050 Laconcommunitycenter@g,m‘a'il.gom
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or:find us'on Facebook.
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+ Landscaping
+ Retaining Wall
+ Patio/Pavers
+ Driveways

+ Decks

G & H PROPERTY SERVICES

+ Snow Removal/
Lawn Care

+ Fall/Spring
Clean-Up

Call us at (815) 760-1010

SPICERS AUTO REPAIR

JAKE SPICER, OWNER

(309) 264-0156
510 COUNTY ROAD 1300E
LACON, IL 61540

M | Beoer
COOK

Cell 309.253.0163

Dffica 309, 444.8800
mh@mlnnfrii-nltl_.lmm
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100 M. Main St. | Washingten, IL 51571
LET ME SELL YOUR HOME!

1726 W. Grandview Dr.
Dunlap
Welcome to this spacious
split-level home in the heart
of Dunlap. Featuring four
generous sized bedrooms
and two full bathrooms. This
. home offers both comfort
i-8| and versatility. Updates in-
clude: Furnace (2024), Roof
(2025), Slider (2025) & some
replacement windows. The
inviting layout is perfect for
entertaining, with multiple
living spaces and an abun-
dance of natural light. Don't

000

Fondulac Drive
East Peoria

Build your dream home on
{ these amazing lots with
stunning views of the lllinois
River and Peoria Skyline. Very
desirable Fondulac Dr loca-
| tion. $39,000.

Wills

Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & Wentworth

Attorneys and Counselors

310 5" Street
Lacon, IL 61540

Telephone: 309-637-1400
Facsimile: 309-637-1500
www.hgsuw.com

Trusts Probate Estates

The law firm of Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban and Wentworth 15 a full-service law firm,

One area of our law practice is estate planning and probate

trusts, powers of attorney, real estate deeds, gifting strategies, and tax planning, We also help
clients administer estates and trusts.

which includes drafting wills,

Toluca:

707 W. Santa Fe Street
Stunning 3 Bedroom 2
| Bath Ranch Home. MOVE
IN READY! Welcome to this
beautifully updated ranch
4 home featuring 3 spacious
bedrooms and 2 modern
bathrooms. This home boasts
1 a Brand-New Kitchen with
elegant quartz countertops,
all-new flooring, and paint

By throughout. Updated bath-
rooms that bring a fresh contemporary feel. Enjoy the peace of mind that comes with
all New windows, driveway, sidewalk, and garage floor. Step outside to a lovely new
patio, perfect for entertaining. Plus, the home features a brand-new heating and air
conditioning system, ensuring comfort year-round. Don't miss out on this turnkey
gem. Agent owned. $225,000

Lacon: 501 Park Street
Welcome to this charming
3 bedroom 2 bathroom
residence. There is a main
floor laundry for added con-
venience. Partially finished
basement with a possible 4th
bedroom. Detached 2-stall
garage. Plus is located across
the street from a beautiful
city park. Schedule a private
showing today! $159,000
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