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OBITUARIES

Annual
Midland FFA 

Plant Sale!

https://midland-ffa-chapter-spring-plant-sale-2026.ceddarup.com

DEBORAH
“DEBBIE” JEAN

DIETRICH
Deborah “Debbie” Jean Dietrich, 

age 76, of Chillicothe, passed away 
on Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at 
OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice 
Home in Peoria.

Debbie was born on April 1, 
1949 in Peoria, IL to Gene and Dor-
othy (Arnolts) Droll. She married 
Thomas M. Dietrich on August 5, 
1967 in Lacon, IL.

Surviving are her husband of 
58 years, Tom; her sons, Tim Di-
etrich and Toby (Darbi) Dietrich, 
both of Chillicothe; her grandchil-
dren, Amber (Stanley) Vervynck of 
Chillicothe, Chase (Zina) Dietrich 
of Evansville, WI, Drake Dietrich 
of Bettendorf, IA and Ava (Bra-
den) Tilson of Chillicothe, IL; her 
great-grandchildren, Gracie, Ellie, 
Forrest and Baker; and her sister, 
Mary Davidson of Mascoutah, IL. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her niece, Shannon David-
son; and her lifelong best friend, 
Bonnell Hattan.

Debbie was a member of St. Ed-
ward Catholic Church in Chillicothe 
and served as a Eucharistic Minister, 
RCIA and a CCD Teacher. She was 
master gardener and member of the 
National Hosta Society as well as an 
accomplished artist. She worked for 
Tanner’s Orchard in Speer for many 
years and painted a lot of the art-
work throughout the property. She 
also helped Tom make duck decoys. 
Most importantly, she loved spend-
ing time with her family. She was a 
beloved wife, mom, grandma and 
Gigi.

The family would like to thank 
Debbie’s medical care team as 
well as the wonderful staff at the 
Richard L Owens Hospice Home. 
A huge thank you also to Debbie’s 
dear friend, Cindy Saltzgiver, who 
stayed with Debbie 24/7 while in 
hospice care.

A Funeral Mass was held on 
Tuesday, March 31, 2026 at 10:00 
am at St. Edward Catholic Church. 

Burial followed Mass at Chilli-
cothe City Cemetery. Memorials in 
her name may be made to St. Ed-
ward Catholic School.

ELLA MAE 
DOWNING

Ella Mae Downing, 67, of Spar-
land, IL, died on March 22, 2026 
at her home of natural causes. Born 

on September 6, 1958 to the late 
Donald and Sylvia (Urban) Hra-
bak, she married Dennis Downing 
on June 20, 1988 in Metamora IL. 
Dennis died on June 21, 2011.

Surviving is her son, Joseph of 
Sparland; daughter Karen Senders 
of Kewanee, IL; sisters Kim (Chris) 
Greer of Spring Bay, IL, Kathy 
(Rick) Hutchison of East Peoria, 
IL; grandchildren Jasmine, Dami-
on, Rylee, & Mya; great grandchil-
dren Spencer, Oaklynn, Kennedy, 
& Paisley; and many nieces, neph-
ews & great nieces & nephews

Ella loved boating and camping 
with her family. Later in life, she 
enjoyed working in the yard and 
watching nature around her. Ella 
spent over 20 years as a dietary aid 
at Saint Joseph Nursing Home in 
Lacon.

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded and a graveside service will 
be held at the Spring Bay Cemetery 
at a later date where she will be 
placed next to her husband, Dennis. 
Online condolences can be left at 
lenzmemorialhome.com.

- In the Heart of downtown Lacon
- Premium Corner Location
- Plenty of Customer Parking
- Restroom 

RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT
233 5TH Street,, Lacon

Main Floor Retail Space - over 1,200 sq ft (can be divided) 
with Kitchen

For more information contact:
ctzproperties@comcast.net
602-821-6690
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BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 3/31

888-487-0750

Speeds up to 100 Mbps with 
EarthLink Wireless Home Internet

Cheaper than Satellite. 
Faster than DSL.  

PLUS! Sign up today 
and get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

Get Reliable Internet NOW!       855-533-0602
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Gift Card $100


