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Nellie
  Little Nellie is only four months 
old and she is as sweete as her 
picture. Playful, affectionate and 
fun-loving, she is the perfect kit-
ten. She is also already spayed, 
micro-chipped and current on all 
her shots.

Shaun
  Shaun is a wonderful two-year 
old boy. He weighs only 23 pounds, 
knows basic commands and is 
house trained. He is a bit shy at first, 
but warms up quickly and brings 
lots of terrific companionship in a 
small-ish package! Shaun is neu-
tered, micro-chipped and current 
on all his shots. 

Speak Up Students
(From Lacon Front Page)

    By Jim Talamonti | The Center Square
  According to a new report on 
energy affordability, burdenso-
me mandates are making Illinois 
more expensive.
  The American Legislative Ex-
change Council’s Energy Affor-
dability Report ranks Illinois 31st 
out of 50 states.
  Lora Current, ALEC’s senior 
manager of the Energy, Environ-
ment & Agriculture Task Force, 
says Illinois has severe policies 
that will increase costs.
  “We found that states who are 
just flat out more expensive in 
energy electricity, the common 
denominator is they have more 
burdensome mandates,” Current 
told The Center Square.
  Current said Illinois gets 54% 
of its energy from nuclear genera-
tion, but the percentage may drop 
due to the state’s renewable port-
folio standard of 100% by 2050.
  “So that's already going to put a 
cap on how much you can invest 
in nuclear energy. So those are 
just a couple of the things that Il-
linois really needs to be thinking 
about if you're wanting to up your 
ranking and just lower the cost 
of electricity, of power, of energy 
in general for people in Illinois,” 
Current said.
  The General Assembly passed 

Energy Affordability Report Ranks 31st,
Warns Of  ”Burdensome” Mandates

legislation last fall to lift the state’s 
moratorium on large nuclear pro-
jects.
  Current said state governments 
want to shut down coal and na-
tural gas plants to meet renewable 
portfolio standards.
  “We can look at clean energy 
such as wind or solar as a great 
energy source, but is it going to 
produce enough to cover, let's say, 
a shut down coal plant? Is it going 
to produce enough to cover all of 
this 54% of nuclear that Illinois 
currently produces? And that's 
where the math just doesn't work,” 
Current said.
  The ALEC report rankings are 
for the lowest average retail elec-
tricity prices in 2024.
  Current said the report did not 
specifically address the impact of 
battery storage or data centers. She 
said the report also did not project 
numbers based on the U.S. confli-
ct in Iran and a recent spike in fuel 
prices.
  Current said lawmakers need 
to implement an Affordable Relia-
ble Clean Security Act to consider 
energy source affordability.
  “That really is the first step. If 
consumers can't afford it, who 
cares how great it is? So is this an 
affordable solution? Is this then a 
reliable solution?” Current said.
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