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OBITUARIES

Annual
Midland FFA 

Plant Sale!

https://midland-ffa-chapter-spring-plant-sale-2026.cheddarup.com

- In the Heart of downtown Lacon
- Premium Corner Location
- Plenty of Customer Parking
- Restroom 

RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT
233 5TH Street,, Lacon

Main Floor Retail Space - over 1,200 sq ft (can be divided) 
with Kitchen

For more information contact:
ctzproperties@comcast.net
602-821-6690

- In the Heart of downtown Lacon
- Premium Corner Location
- Plenty of Customer Parking
- Restroom 

RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT
233 5TH Street,, Lacon

Main Floor Retail Space - over 1,200 sq ft (can be divided) 
with Kitchen

For more information contact:
ctzproperties@comcast.net
602-821-6690

BRIDGETOWN EVENTS
102 North Ida St., Lacon, Illinois

w Weddings
  (Indoor/Outdoor) 

w Funeral Dinners

w Meetings

PHONE (309) 442-2020

w Reunions

w Showers

w Parties

w Banquets

RICHARD E. 
”RICK” ALDEN

  Richard E. “Rick” Alden, 64, of 
Toluca, passed away on Tuesday, 
April 7, 2026 at 8:03 p.m. at OSF 
St. Francis Medical Center in Peo-
ria surrounded by his family.
  Visitation was held on Friday, 
April 10, 2026, from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m. at Calvert-Johnson & Froe-
lich Memorial Home in Toluca. 
Funeral services were held on Sa-
turday at 11:00 a.m. at St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church in Toluca. Fr. 
Patrick Greenough officiated.  
One hour of visitation was held 
Saturday at the church before the 
funeral. Burial will be at a later 
date at Antioch Christian Ceme-
tery in Toluca. Memorials may be 
directed to the Wenona Fire De-
partment or to the Illinois Cancer 
Center.
  Rick was born January 24, 1962, 
in Oregon, IL to Harold and Wil-
ma (Zumdahl) Alden. He gradua-
ted from Mt. Morris High School, 
class of 1980. He also graduated 
from Northern Illinois University 
in 1984.
  Surviving are his two sons, Josh 
(Mollie Healy) Alden of Wenona, 
and Zach Alden of Renton, WA.; 
his life partner, Judi (Ehrnthaller) 
Jesse; his siblings, Al (Sue) Alden 
of Duluth, GA, Bill Alden of Mt. 
Morris, Ron (Lynda) Alden of 
Rockford, Jan (Terry) Glogovsky  
of Warsaw, IN; his extended fa-
mily, Christina (Brian) Hanson of 
LaSalle, and Jordan Jesse of Ames, 
IA. He is also survived by his spe-
cial granddaughter, Laken Alden, 
who was the sparkle of his life. He 
also has many nieces, nephews 
and great nieces and nephews.
  He was preceded in death by his 
wife Nancy (Parent) Alden, and 
his parents.
  Rick’s life was too short. Just 
two weeks into his retirement on 
July 2, 2025, he was diagnosed 
with lung cancer. He fought bra-
vely and courageously with the 
help of his many caretakers and 
his partner Judi.
  He moved to Toluca in 1989 
to start his career with Bernardi 
Food Services. He married Nan-
cy (Parent) Alden on October 
20, 1990. They made Toluca their 
home and where they would raise 
their family, sons Josh and Zach.
  Rick gave 38 years of his life 
working for Keebler, Bernardi 
Foods, Windsor Foods, and Aji-
nomoto Foods. He was also pas-
sionate about making a positive 
impact within the Toluca commu-
nity.

  Anyone who knew Rick enjoyed 
his unique sense of humor. He has 
always been an avid Chicago Bears 
and White Sox fan. He enjoyed his 
time traveling, visiting Siesta Key, 
and spending time with his life 
partner, Judi Jesse. Online condo-
lences may be made to: www.cal-
vertmemorial.com.

IRIS IRENE
TAYLOR

  Iris Irene Taylor, 103, of Lacon, 
IL, passed away on Sunday, April 
12, 2026, surrounded by the love 
of family.
  Iris was born on January 22, 
1923, and grew up on the family 
farm in rural Sparland, IL, the 2nd 
youngest of 8 children born to the 
late Elof Sven and Dora (Rickey) 
Swanson. On August 11, 1940, 
she married Merle W. Taylor, who 
preceded her in death in 2009. 
Together, they raised six children, 
once again on the farm.
  Surviving to cherish her mem-

ory are Ronald (Mary Lou) Taylor 
of Tennessee, Patsy Smith of La-
con, Gary (Terry) Taylor of Peoria, 
and Cheryl (John) Budd of Lacon. 
Also surviving are grandchil-
dren Terry (Nellie) Taylor, Todd 
(Sonya) Taylor, Tonya (Scott) Ol-
iver, Taryn (Brent) Owens, Mark 
(Nikki) Manning, Whitney (Rob) 
Klobuchar, Erin (Greg) Nevitt, 
Jill (Ed) Moorman, Maggie (Josh) 
Hovey, Kristen (Aidan) McLeod, 
and Chadd (Jennifer) Taylor.
  Iris is also survived by 37 great 
grandchildren, and 13 great-great 
grandchildren. Also preceding her 
in death were her 7 siblings; sons 
Charles Taylor & Allen Lee Tay-
lor, and grandsons Kevin & Doug 
Manning.
  Iris loved the simple life of 
growing up on the farm. She was 
an accomplished seamstress, and 
enjoyed needlework and crafts, as 
well as quilting. She became a hair-
dresser and opened a shop in her 
home. She and Merle loved camp-
ing with friends and traveling in 
the western states. After retirement 
they often wintered in Texas. Iris 
especially loved her gardens, her 
vegetables as well as her flowers. 
Her favorite was her gladiolas.
  “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints.” 
(Psalms 116:15) She was precious 
indeed. She was part of our past 
and will remain part of our future 
as she leaves a legacy of 5 genera-
tions of love and family.
  Cremation rites have been ac-
corded and a memorial service for 
Iris will be held at Calvary Bible 
Church north of Lacon on Satur-
day April 18th at 11am with visita-
tion held one hour prior to service. 
Burial will follow in the Lacon 
Cemetery. Memorials can be made 
to Calvary Bible Church or St Jude. 
Online condolences can be left at 
lenzmemorialhome.com

  Youth from Bureau, LaSalle, 
and Marshall-Putnam Counties 
displayed their public speaking 
skills during the 4-H Public Spe-
aking Contest at Illinois Valley 
Community College. This contest 
was an inaugural multi-county 
event where participants brought 
energy to the stage. State delega-
tes will be able to compete at the 
4-H State Public Speaking Contest 
held on April 25 at Parkland Com-
munity College in Champaign, Ill.  
Participants in this year’s compe-
tition are as follows:

Formal Speech Division:
  w Myracle Johnson (LaSalle 
County): Best Speech (LaSalle 
County), Overall Best Speech, and 
State Delegate

Illustrated Speech Division:
  w Raylen Campbell (Mars-
hall-Putnam): State Delegate

  4-H members from Bureau, 
LaSalle, and Marshall-Putnam 
Counties demonstrated their 
public speaking skills at the mul-
ti-county competition. Public 
speaking is one of many life skills 
taught and practiced in 4-H. Pho-

Bureau, LaSalle & Marshall-Putnam
4-H Public Speaking Contest Results

  w Caroline Klostermann (Bu-
reau County): Best Speech (Bu-
reau County) and State Delegate
  w Paisley Brewster (Bureau 
County)
  w Sariah Brewster (Bureau 
County)

Original Works Speech Division:
  w Lillian Miller (LaSalle Coun-
ty): State Delegate
  w Gwen and Josie Heeley (Mars-
hall-Putnam): Best Speech (Mars-
hall-Putnam County) and State 
Delegates
  We congratulate the partici-
pants from this year’s contest for 
demonstrating this skill effortles-
sly! 
  To learn more about 4-H op-
portunities, call University of Illi-
nois Extension at 815-433-0707 or 
email Shasta Hladovak at shlad@
illinois.edu. 

to by Karina Delgado.
  From left to right: Josie Heely, 
Gwen Heely,  Lillian Miller,  Sa-
riah Brewster (back left), Paisley 
Brewster, Caroline Klostermann, 
Myracle Johnson, and Raylen 
Campbell.


