2026's Best & Worst Airlines

Airline ticket prices had a slight
drop last year, but have started to
rise again this year. Cost isn’t all
that matters when picking what
company to fly with, though.
Comfort and safety also matter,
especially with recent incidents in

consumers make more-informed
decisions.

WalletHub compared the 9 lar-
gest U.S. airlines, plus two regio-
nal carriers, across 16 important
metrics. They range from cancel-
lation and delay rates to baggage

THE CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

(ANSWERS ON PAGE 4) King
3

Crossword___

the news about plane malfuncti- mishaps and in-flight comfort. We . :
ons. For those traveling with a pet, also considered co%ts in relation to .Il:_OR SAé‘E 2016 Toro 59[;1' ngth Zero &Icggrsuge dup 'R ) s
how well the airline treats their in-flight amenities for the sake of UM MCING MOWer Wi eering :
c ion is k . . > Wheel. Bought new. Looks and 5 Comedian
ompanion is key, too. fairness. For example, it wouldn’t eat - $1.600. 711 LaPrairi Margarat
Finding the most affordable air-  be right to penalize an airline that {?uc?s g | ) d-'(309) 361 01921 ne 8 Arduous jour-
fare is now quite easy for anyone charges for drinks if its tickets are - Sparland - (309) 361- rs ney
with an internet connection, so far cheaper than those from an “p 12 Taj Mahal city
this report examines other, over- airline with free in-flight refresh- 13 Unprocessed
looked aspects of air travel to help ments. I\/I I S C 14 Conceal R
. 15 Buffets with
BEST AIRLINES #- WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, _ Mexioan food
collectibles, furniture, toys, post POC er—
cards, hunting and fishing items, YOE ;
AIRLINES decoys, duck calls, fishing lures, TOKO rom
— coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303- A‘;tg% 4z 143 |a4
spirit 6173. a52c o reen
Southwests 21 Blaster's
need
HELP WANTED s
74/‘ /f - 23 geighbor of
aska. . had
gART'TéI.‘t’[.E Oflﬁ{“ Assistant f‘ir 26 Wimaand 49 Wall St. 7 Pained 27 Tipsy
enilord 1C12en tousmgd ro;ecls Fred's kid wheeler- sounds 28 Before
— “lf.‘il ed. OTP‘P‘fr .bim b Pe"Pte 30 Piglet's pop dealer 8 Baseball dia- 29 Aleppo's land
jetBlue S li a.tr}‘llus' ex;l g loulrg 1‘5’ 31 Author 50 Deadly septet  mond stop (Abbr)
Kor wi Y°“1r< s¢ f lue' 4 Fleming 51 Picnic invad- 9 Latvia's capi- 31 Equi-
ADELTA HO‘“S Fifr fweeh aé’ .locatﬁ 3019n 32 Ethereal ers tal 34 1040 org.
-y 35e6n_ rl};'lzororuerfn:irl r:;flllrrsiecio hha_ 33 Rabbi's reli- 52 Pot pie morsel 10 Jittery 35 On
‘tha 'enn’@ mail com 17-tfé gion 53 Whispered 11 Lock cpeners 37 "The Lion
ZRONTIER Jenny@g ’ 35 Fall blocm "Hey!" 16 "Troy" acter King" lion
36 Buddy Eric 38 TV explorer
37 Canonized Fr. DOWN 20 Little lie 39 Author
GARAGE SALES woman 1 Post-Wwlil 21 "America's Turgenev
envoy 38 Prima donnas alliance Next Top 40 Air outlet
41 Carnival city 2 "The Candy Model" host 41 Scarce
ROUTE 251 BARGAIN TRAIL: 42 Co.thatcre-  House" 22 "Community” 42 Nile wader
Best Overall: Spirit Airlines lines also has a relatively new fleet Town-wide garage sales. Lostant, ated Watson author actor Jeong 43 Proscribes
earned the highest overall Wallet-  of aircrafts. The safety runner-up Wenona and Rutland. Friday and 45 Pizza cooker Jennifer 23 JFK'sveep 44 Island in a
Hub Score (74.33) for the second is Spirit Airlines. Saturday, April 24 and 25. Maps 46 Home tothe 3 Not pizzicato 24 Chit computer
time in eight years, followed by =~ Most Pet-Friendly: Two airli- available at local businesses and Buccaneers 4 Eastern "way" 25 Abysmal game
Southwest Airlines (64.44). nes tied for being most pet-friend- home sales. le a8 Social stand- 5 Make by hand 26 Shriver of ten- 46 Spigot
Most Reliable: Spirit Airli- ly - SkyWest Airlines and Envoy *ohk ing 6 Malered deer  nis 47 Nile biter

nes has the lowest overall rate of
cancellations, delays, mishandled
luggage and denied boardings.
The next most reliable company is
United Airlines.

Safety: Frontier Airlines is the
safest, with a low number of in-
cidents and accidents per 100,000
flight operations, no fatalities and
fewer than 15 people injured bet-
ween 2020 and 2025. Frontier Air-

Air - with no incidents.

Most Comfortable: JetBlue
Airways, Hawaiian Airlines,
American Airlines and Southwest
Airlines lead the pack in terms of
in-flight experience, offering free
amenities such as Wi-Fi, extra
legroom, and complimentary
snacks and beverages. Alaska Air-
lines & Delta Air Lines are tied for
the fifth position in this category.
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| can't end my messages with
Love, Shaqg, because the B-52s
ruined that for me.”

- Shaquille O’ Neal
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WE SERVICE

WHAT WE SELL!

BENSON, IL

WE ARE ONLINE

If you would like to subscribe to the online edition, or the print
edition of the Lacon Home Journal/ Toluca Star Herald
simply log on to: www.laconhomejournal.com to sign up.
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[Yo)) CORRIDOR FESTIVAL

May 2

Each town has a free giveaway—get all 15!

YOUR Big Welcome 10 A Legendary Road
C )

May 3

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. | 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Take a self-guided
tour on Route 66

BRI DG ETOWN EVE NTS APPLIANCES from Joliet to Bloomington, IL
.
102 North Ida St., Lacon, lllinois Ma}.ltag Am’a"a Explore 15 communities for antiques, food, outdoor markets, tebrati
Westinghouse ¢ RCA festivals, entertainment, historic museums and more! <A

100" yr

815-844-5847

www.ilrouteb bredcarpetcorridor.com

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS I RETIREMENT

PHONE (309) 442-2020 <

Tomorrow, anything could happen

It could be the best day ever or it could be a day of dark
clouds. No one knows what tomorrow holds. Call today to
get prepared for your future and protect what matters most.

PH. (309) 394-2616

~ | Jonathan Krieghauser

Financial Representative

316 5th St.

Lacon, IL 61540
jonathan.krieghauser@countryfinancial.com
1-309-246-2570
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Bus Drivers Wanted
+ Substitute Drivers
+ Extra Curricular Drivers
+ Regular Route Drivers

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED,
PAID TRAINING '
|

Mldland CUSD #7 Transportation Office
901 Hilltop Drive Sparland, IL 61565 —‘J
f (309)469-5401
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Auto, house and business insurance policies held by COUNTRYMutual Insurance Company?, COUNTRY Preferred
Insurance Company* and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company?. Life insurance policiesissued by COUNTRY life
Insurance Company* and COUNTRY Investors Life American Company?, Bloomington, IL
0419-564HC-04822-10/21/2016

NAPA AUTO CARE CENTER

inancing QUALITY PRE-OWNED E e Do d:heel

Available CARS & TRUCKS € Afignments

ROUTE 29 - HENRY - PHONE (309) 364-4711
We Carry OEM Parts for Chrysler, Ford, GM and Foreign Vehicles
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ENGINES s TRANSMISSIONS

www.foleymotors.com

For Sales & Service Call Jade Kempf and Jarod Foley
at (309) 364-4711

WE CARRY ALL TIRE BRANDS

Specializing in all areas of service & repair from small cars to heavy duty trucks, foreign and domestic

Financing

AutoCare
Center

Automotive
Service
Excellence
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