For Young People Looking to take Over
lllinois Farms, The Costs Can Be Steep

Brock Seymour was 5 the first
time he drove a combine. It was
pouring rain, and his grandfather
had jumped out to fetch the grain
cart, leaving him to drive across the
field.

“I'll never forget that,” Seymour
said. “When he got down out of
the combine, he said, Just drive
straight, buddy.”

From that point on, Seymour
knew he wanted to be a farmer.
Growing up on the family farm in
Shipman, Illinois, Seymour took on
responsibility early, helping with
operations at 13 and by his early
20s, learning the business side of
running a farm.

Now 26, he represents the fifth
generation on his family’s land.
With his grandparents entering
their late 70s, those responsibiliti-
es are shifting into conversations
about succession.

His path is a familiar one for
young farmers in Illinois, many
of them fifth- or sixth-generation
stewards of Midwestern farms. Yet,
less than 9% of Illinois farmers are
below the age of 35, and the average
age of a farmer in Illinois is over 58,
according to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s 2022 agriculture
census.

If you ask farmers why that is, the
reasons for the stats are varied. For
any young farmer, not least those
without access to inherited land,
there are the high costs of getting
started. This includes land, equip-
ment and fertilizer, none of which
are cheap

For those looking to continue
their family legacy, there is a hefty
estate tax associated with taking
over the business and the land. But
there’s also a sense of some in the ol-
der generation not wanting to pass
the torch, and because of improved
equipment quality, they don’t have
to just yet.

While the U.S. Department of
Agriculture has programs in place
to support young farmers, includ-
ing low-interest loans; the threshold
to entry remains high, said Garrett
Williams, 26, chair of the Illinois
Farm Bureau’s young leader com-
mittee.

Farming is capital-intensive; the-
re are equipment costs, fertilizer
costs, and the price of land and la-
bor. A combine alone can cost more
than $1 million. Tariffs and geo-
political disruptions have already
increased costs for Illinois farmers
in recent years, according to the
Illinois Soybean Association. Now,
conflict in the Middle East is adding
new pressures, with fertilizer prices
at risk of climbing toward levels not
seen since Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, which also upended glo-
bal supply chains.

“People just don’t realize how
much money it takes to start from
scratch,” said Lance Muirhead, a se-
venth-generation corn and soybean
farmer in Cerro Gordo, Illinois. “If
you don’t have some kind of finan-
cial backing, it’s extremely expensi-
ve to be a farmer.”

Even if you are fortunate enough
as a young farmer to inherit farm-
land from your parents or grandpa-
rents, the financial burdens remain
through taxation, Muirhead, 29,
said.

‘Land rich and cash poor’

Ilinois is one of a dozen states
that imposes a so-called “death tax”
- a state-level estate tax on inherited
assets, separate from federal taxes.
While Congress raised the federal

estate-tax exemption to $15 milli-
on through the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act, farmers in Illinois still face
state-level taxes if they reach the $4
million threshold. That means that
once an estate exceeds $4 million,
the entire value is subject to taxa-
tion.

With land and equipment be-
coming more valuable, it’s easy to
reach that $4 million limit, Wil-
liams said.

The Family Farm Preservation
Act, which would have raised the
estate tax threshold to $6 million,
included key priorities for the II-
linois Farm Bureau. The measure
would allow for the 96% of farms
that are family owned to stay intact
when passed down between genera-
tions, without having to sell off land
or assets, according to the farm bu-
reau.

The prices of both land and
equipment have risen for farmers
over the past decade, increasing the
value of estates.

“You know, the price of land has
skyrocketed,” Muirhead said. “I see
a lot of family farms that could be
passed down to the next generati-
on. But once they’re inherited, they
have to go pay all this tax and sell
two-thirds of the farm to be able to
keep one-third in the family. And
that’s just not right.”

The Family Farm Preservation
Act (contained in Senate Bill 2921
and House Bill 4600) did not pass
the previous legislative session due
to fiscal concerns over reducing sta-
te revenue while trying to resolve a
budget deficit. Now, a new bill, Se-
nate Bill 1688, is currently awaiting
assignment to a Senate committee.
Sponsored by Sen. Doris Turner,
D-Springfield, who chairs the Sena-
te Agriculture Committee, the bill
seeks to raise the tax exemption to
$6 million.

Turner echoed fiscal concerns
about lost revenue for the state, say-
ing “It’s the money. That’s the big
piece.”

However, she hopes this time
there is enough momentum for
the bill to pass. It’s been awaiting a
committee assignment since Febru-
ary 2025.

“We're working really hard with
all of the stakeholders,” Turner said.
“Hopefully we get it over the finish
line.”

Sen. Terri Bryant, R-Murphys-
boro, is among 29 cosponsors on
the bill, which has bipartisan sup-
port in both the House and Senate.

“You can get to $4 million really
fast when a combine costs $1 milli-
on,” Bryant said. “So we need to get
rid of that and bring it in line with
the federal government. We’re pus-
hing for it really hard.”

“I don’t know anyone who is
against it,” added Sen. Sally Turner,
R-Beason.

Estate tax revenues have “increa-
sed significantly in recent years,”
according to a January Commis-
sion on Government Forecasting
and Accountability report. Between
fiscal year 2012 and fiscal year 2020,
receipts averaged more than $300
million annually. And in recent
years, they’ve gone north of $600
million. Some growth can be attri-
buted to a sharp rise in asset valu-
ations.

Gov. JB Pritzker said in March
that changes to the estate tax have
not been a priority, though he ad-
ded: “I do think it’s something that
I could support aslong as it includes
the kind of tax break that I think
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is appropriate to preserving small
farms and small businesses.”

The combined impact of high
costsand estate taxes canlead young
farmers to delay formally buying
into the family farm until they have
gained enough capital. As a result,
these transitions often happen later
in life, according to the University
of Illinois” farmdoc daily, a website
that offers research-based analysis
for farmers, market analysts, poli-
cymakers and more.

A reluctance to step aside

Financial barriers are only part
of the challenge facing new farmers.
While agriculture has long required
significant capital, some experts say
older farmers are holding onto their
operations longer, leaving fewer op-
portunities for the next generation.

Kevin Brooks, a farm mana-
gement commercial agriculture
educator with University of Illinois
Extension, said transitions within
family farms can be difficult to na-
vigate, leading some to delay suc-
cession planning altogether.

“A lot of fathers that are running
on farms don’t want to give up that
control,” Brooks said. “People don’t
like to talk about their impending
demise. They dont want to talk
about slowing down and retiring.
There’s that work ethic of wanting
to stay at it.”

This puts younger farmers in
a bind, having to play the wait-
ing game until the older generati-
on is ready to pass the torch, said
Seymour, the Shipman farmer.

In recent decades, farming equip-
ment has gotten considerably more
advanced, making it more comfor-
table to farm and less demanding
physically. This has allowed people
to stick with it longer, Brooks said.

“To an extent, the boomer gene-
ration hung on for a long time. And
I don’t blame them. They get a bad
rap,” said Muirhead, the Cerro Gor-
do farmer. “They went out in open-
air cab tractors and farmed with
four-row planters. Then they got
better equipment, air conditioning,
air ride suspension, and auto steer.
They put in the work, and they get
to reap the benefits of that. I don’t
blame them.”

Last year, the Farmland Transi-
tion Commission Act, Senate Bill
2372, was signed into law, creating
a new body within the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture tasked
with reviewing the barriers to
acquiring farmland for people aged
25 to 40. It was championed by Sen.
Sally Turner. As part of the act, she
is working with the state agricultu-
re department to create a webpage
where younger people can get useful
information on entering farming.

“Young farmers see all the road-
blocks,” Turner said. “From pro-
blems with tariffs, the low prices of
corn and beans, and everything on
top of it. But there’s different avenu-
es that can help you as a farmer, like
low-interest loans if you wanted to
try and buy a piece of ground. All
those things are out there.”

For young farmers in Illinois,
the challenges are hard to ignore,
including longer term concerns
about South American competition
impacting soybean farmers in the
state. But knowing that previous
generations have overcome similar
obstacles instills confidence.

“To see anybody struggle, it’s not
encouraging, but to see them get
through it has the opposite effect,”
Muirhead said. “If you work hard
enough or smart enough, you'll get
through the bad times.”

Brock Seymour has been wor-
king full time at his family farm for
the past few years. The estate tax
concerns him, and lifting the thres-
hold would give him and his family
more breathing room, he said. As
with any family business, naviga-
ting succession planning and gene-
rational divides can be challenging,
but Seymour is optimistic about the
tuture.

“Now there’s hard times. I'm not
going to lie,” Seymour said. “As a
tarmer, you know, you're gambling.
But to see how Grandpa has built
the foundation gives me confidence
that I can do the same.”
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April Events

Lacon Area Community Center

April 22-Wed. 11:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
April 27-Mon. 9:00 am
April 29-Wed. 11:00 am
6:00 pm
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Lutheran Church Service
Sparland Baptist Bible Study
Card Players (call for more info.)

Luminous Unveiled Homeschool Co-op

Lutheran Church Service
Card Players (call for more info.)
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Lacencommunitycenter@gmail.co

For more information call
The A.RK.
477 State Route 26, Lacon,
at 309-246-4275,
or email us at
arkanimalshelter@yahoo.
com.

Scrappy Doo

Scrappy Doo is very handsome
in his bandana, and he is house
trained, crate trained and knows ba-
sic commands! He is a friendly and
fun-loving boy and he would love
to spend this summer in a home of
his very own. He is already neutered,
microchipped and current on all his
shots.
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e
- 7

1

Sami

Sami is such a sweet young
girl. She gets along very well with
the other kitties in Omar’s Room
(where she lives at the shelter).
She is quiet and friendly, and she
has lovely soft tabby fur. Sami is
already spayed, micro-chipped
and current on all her shots.

Plant

Annual
Midland FFA

Midland High School Greenhouse

Sale!

2026 Spring Sale: Plants available on-site the following dates
Thursdays & Fridays (8:00 am - 4:00 pm)
April 30, May 1, 7,8,14,15
Saturdays (8:00 am — 12:00 pm)

May 29 and 9t

«Contact: dblunier@midland-7.net or (309) 361-1122

High School

Buy your springtime
flowers, baskets, and
vegetables at the Midland

Department Greenhouse!!!

Agriculture

Baskets

Ivy Geranium, Begonia,
Fuschia, Petunia Waves,

Vegetable Plants
Tomato, Pepper, Red & Green

Cabbage,
Broccoli, Eggplant, Slicing &
Pickling Cucumber, Melons,

and Herbs

Petunia, Dusty Miller, Coleus,
Portulaca, Salvia, Impatiens,
Gerbera Daisy, Geraniums,
Vinca Vine, Gerbera Daisy,

Marigold, Spikes, and more...

Cauliflower,




