
FOR SALE
The Classifieds

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE: 2016 Toro 50-inch Zero 
Turn riding mower with steering 
wheel. Bought new. Looks and 
runs great - $1,600. 711 LaPrairie 
Rd., Sparland - (309) 361-0192.
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(ANSWERS ON PAGE 4)

GARAGE SALES
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WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, toys, post 
cards, hunting and fishing items, 
decoys, duck calls, fishing lures, 
coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303-
6173.	 4-52c

MISC.

PART-TIME Office Assistant for 
Senior Citizen Housing Projects 
needed. Computer and people 
skills a must. Flexible hours to 
work with your schedule. 10-15  
hours per week and located in 
Henry.  For further details call 309-
356-1112, or email resume to hha.
itha.jenny@gmail.com           17-tfc

AUTO REPAIR
& MUCH MORE!
517 N. Main St., Lacon

I BUY CARS IN ANY CONDITION
Cash In Hand

We Match Any 
Tire Price - Even 

The Big Guys!
Towing w Diesel w Welding

Diagnostic w Batteries
Ask About FREE In-Town Pick-Up & Delivery

38TH ANNUAL LAKE
THUNDERBIRD

GARAGE SALES AND EVENTS
Friday and Saturday,

May 22nd and May 23rd, 2026
Garage Sales 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Maps Available at the Clubhouse 
and Lake Entrances

ADDITIONAL EVENTS AT 
THE CLUBHOUSE

Friday,  Bake Sale at 8 a.m. and 
Hot Dog Lunch

Saturday, Bake Sale 8am - 1 p.m. 
and Breakfast 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

$12/adult, $5 children under 10
2c

Energy Specialists Co.

FOR SALE: 2008 Glendale Titani-
um 5th wheel, 30-ft. long - $8,500. 
Phone (630) 433-0269.	    21-4p

Thank You
  The family of Harriet Sue Mc-
Grath wants to thank everyone for 
their calls, cards and donations to 
the ARK and the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation given in memory of our 
mother and sister.
Cliff & Suzanne McGrath & family

Regan McClellan & family
1c

GARAGE SALE: Friday and Sat-
urday, May 22 and 23 from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Also shed full 
of tools, outside etc. Garage has 
household, Terry Redlin pictures, 
Precious Moments, kids, vintage 
stuff, shoes and canning jars. 1150 
CR 1300E, Henry. 5 Miles north of 
Sparland on Route 29.             1p

By Marcia M. Meis, Director, 
Administrative Office of the Illinois 
Courts

Last week, I had the honor of 
speaking at the Spring Meeting of 
the Illinois Association of Court 
Clerks in Springfield. While circuit 
clerks may not be the most visible 
or familiar public servant in the 
courthouse, their role is indispens-
able.

In addition to the constitutional 
and statutory role as official keeper 
of the court record, circuit clerks 
and their staff are often the first 
interaction that filers, litigants, wit-
nesses and other court users have at 
their local courthouse. I have heard 
this referred to as the “counter en-
counter” – and a positive exchange 
there can set the tone for an indi-
vidual’s entire experience with the 
court system. In this way, circuit 
clerks also serve as major ambas-
sadors of our judicial system.

And of these constitutional offi-
cers, much is asked.

Circuit clerks are elected offi-
cials serving four-year terms. Their 
duties are defined by state statutes, 
including the Clerks of Courts Act 
(705 ILCS 105), as well as Illinois 
Supreme Court rules, administra-
tive orders, local court rules, and 
county ordinances. Although our 
102 circuit clerks are elected at 
the county level, circuit clerks are 
state judicial branch officers. Their 
primary responsibility is to attend 
court proceedings and maintain a 
complete, accurate, and permanent 
record of all court activities, in-
cluding filings, orders, judgments, 
evidence, and case outcomes 
across 28 case types – ranging 
from criminal and civil matters to 
traffic, family, and juvenile cases.

Beyond recordkeeping, the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Office plays a central 
role in managing the flow of cas-
es through the court system. This 
includes assigning case numbers, 
scheduling hearings, maintain-
ing court dockets, tracking case 
progress, and processing appeals. 
Careful adherence to these respon-
sibilities ensures that cases move 
efficiently and that due process is 
upheld.

Circuit clerks also serve as a 
critical data and reporting hub for 
the State of Illinois, providing court 
records, statistics, and outcomes 
to agencies such as the Secretary 
of State, State Police, Department 
of Corrections, the Administrative 
Office of the Illinois Courts, and 
the State Disbursement Unit. As 
such, their work supports statewide 
implementation of critical policies 
involving public safety and child 
support payments, among many 
other things.

Financial management is an-
other major function of the office. 
Circuit clerks are responsible for 
the collection, accounting, and 
disbursement of court-related 
funds, including filing fees, fines, 
and payments tied to court orders. 
Across Illinois, this represents 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
annually, underscoring the office’s 
significant fiduciary responsibility 
and the need for accuracy and ac-
countability.

In addition, the clerk’s office 
issues and maintains official court 
documents, such as summons, sub-
poenas, warrants, and judgments, 
giving legal effect to the actions of 
the court. Clerks also provide pub-
lic access to court records and ser-
vices, offering both in-person and 
online tools that allow individuals, 
attorneys, and agencies to search 
case information, make payments, 

and interact with the court system.
The Circuit Clerk’s Office fur-

ther provides direct administrative 
support to judges and court staff, 
including courtroom preparation, 
docket management, and imple-
mentation of technology systems 
that improve efficiency and access 
to justice.

Beyond their statutory duties, 
circuit clerks are active contribu-
tors to the broader judicial system, 
serving on Illinois Supreme Court 
committees and commissions, par-
ticipating in statewide initiatives 
such as access to justice and tech-
nology improvements, assisting 
with judicial education through 
the Illinois Judicial College, and 
engaging in legislative and policy 
development.

Illinois circuit court clerks are 
essential to the functioning of the 
judicial system. They ensure the 
integrity of the court record, the 
smooth progression of cases, the 
proper handling of public funds, 
and meaningful access to justice. 
Their work connects courtrooms 
across all 102 counties into a uni-
fied, accountable, and transparent 
statewide judicial system.

On behalf of the AOIC, I ex-
press my gratitude to the Illinois 
circuit clerks for their collective 
commitment to education, collab-
oration and transparency the many 
ways they help to keep the justice 
system trains running.

Recognizing The Importance Of Illinois Circuit 
Court Clerks Throughout The State Of Illinois

The wearing of a poppy means 
“honor the dead and help the liv-
ing” The poppy as the memorial 
flower for the American war dead 
is a tradition, which began in the 
years following the First World 
War. Veterans remembered the 
bright red, wild poppies which 
grew and bloomed on the battle 
fields and graves of those men bur-
ied in the sacred plots of French 
Soil, which was Flanders’ Fields.

Soldiers of all nations came to 
look upon this flower as a living 
symbol of their dead comrades’ 
sacrifice and a sign of hope and 
renewal for those who lived to re-
member.

Hospitalized veterans quickly 
learned to assemble poppies while 
growing well again. Through the 
winter months, cut materials are 
delivered to those veterans in V.A. 
hospitals or nursing homes and 
soon boxes of bright red poppies 
are ready for a big distribution in 
May.

When payday arrives, what a 
thrill to receive their pay for a job 
well done. What a joy it is to wear 
a poppy made by a hospitalized 
veteran, when you know the mon-
ey it brought him filled a desperate 
need. 

All money received during the 
distribution of these poppies is 
returned to the veterans through 
service programs of the American 
Legion and the American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

May Is Poppy Month
For American Legion

JOHN’S ELECTRIC
Distinctive Electrical Service
Certified-Licensed-Insured

Since 1966
Four Generations of Excellence

Guaranteed Quality 
Workmanship and Material
John: 309-238-2927

John Rice,Owner
2120 Old Stage Coach Rd., 

Magnolia, IL 61336


