Local Students Explore Innovation At Camp Invention

A total of 37 area students
spent the week discovering, crea-
ting and problem-solving during
Camp Invention, hosted at Mid-
land Elementary School.

The nationally recognized
STEM enrichment program wel-
comed 31 students in kinder-
garten through sixth grade, four
middle school students and two
high school students for a week
filled with hands-on learning and
creative challenges. Camp Inven-
tion is a program of the National
Inventors Hall of Fame designed
to inspire curiosity, innovation
and confidence through science,
technology, engineering and ma-
thematics (STEM) activities.

The camp was directed by Me-
redith Hattan, with instruction
provided by Jenni Williams and
Wrylee Bickerman. Throughout
the week, students worked to-
gether to solve problems, design
inventions and participate in en-
gaging STEM experiences that
encouraged teamwork, creativity

and critical thinking.

This year's Camp Invention
program, titled Spark, challenged
students to think like inventors
through four unique modules.
Campers explored entrepreneu-
rship by designing innovative
products and creating miniature
billboard boats, investigated my-
steries using forensic science te-
chniques and robotic capybaras,
built and launched space-themed
projects, and learned about prote-
cting inventions through intelle-
ctual property and cryptography
activities.

Camp Invention has been hel-
ping young innovators build con-
fidence and problem-solving skills
for more than 35 years through
authentic, hands-on STEM lear-
ning experiences. The program is
presented in partnership with the
National Inventors Hall of Fame
and the United States Patent and
Trademark Office.

Students at Midland Elemen-
tary spent the week collaborating

with peers, developing creative
solutions and discovering new
ways to think about science, engi-
neering and invention. The expe-
rience provided opportunities for
learners of all ages to explore their
interests, take on new challenges
and bring their ideas to life.

Camp organizers expressed
appreciation to the students and
families who participated and hel-
ped make this year's program a
success. The week concluded with
campers taking home their proje-
cts, new friendships and a greater
enthusiasm for innovation and
STEM learning.

Following a successful second
year of Camp Invention at Mid-
land Elementary School, plans are
already underway for next sum-
mer's program. Camp Invention
will return to Midland Elementary
June 7-11, 2027, providing another
opportunity for local students to
explore STEM concepts through
hands-on activities, creativity and
innovation.

Those participating are pictu-
red above. In the back from left to
right: Carson Mangold, Reid Streit-
matter, Tommy Pinkham, Blake
Pufahl, Theo Haskins, Waylon Cri-
sp, Kitner Kiete, Blake Rowe, Lan-
don Steele, Drew Rowe, Kendryck
Hattan, Chase Brown, Hadley But-
ton, Lillith Biba, Kayla Steitmat-

N
Pictured above are camp in-
structors Jenni Williams and Wy-

ter and Veronica Murphy. Front
row: Maevyn Mangold, Chandler
Haskins, Will Rowe, Pryor Stork,
Brant Streitmatter, Riley Zimmer-
man, Evy Kereta, Ali Wigand,
Saige Steele, Cheyann Head, Myla
Wigand, Caliah Merriken, Parker
Zimmerman, Charlee Pufahl, and
Colman Schumacher.

lee Bickerman and camp director
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I June Events
Lacon Area Community Center
June 17-Wed. 11:00 am Lutheran Church Service
6:00 pm Card Players (call for more info.)
June 19-Fri. 2:00 pm Youth Art Class /@
Juneteenth
June 21-Sun. Father's Day
June 24-Wed. 100 am Lutheran Church Service
1:00 pm Sparland Baptist Bible Study
6:00 pm Card P!ayers tcall 3,
For more information about any ther activities and k 4
building rental use please conta; 50
Laconcommunitycenter@gm: or find us on Facebook. o~ \
\\
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peteers Present

%cation Bible §ebool 2026

June 20th - July2nd  Puppet Show Program

Monday - Thursday Sunday July 5th
6pm - 8pm 9:30 am

Puppet show Music Grafts Yoin us afterwards for a
§nacks and more Potluck & Jce Gream §ocial

Pre R egistration Preferred
cCall/text 815-878-9906

Pre 6th grade

Food Drive Donations appreciated Y-Th and/or §unday Morning
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