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WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, toys, post 
cards, hunting and fishing items, 
decoys, duck calls, fishing lures, 
coins, etc. Call Greg at 815-303-
6173.	 4-52c

MISC.

BENSON, IL
PH. (309) 394-2616

WE SERVICE
WHAT WE SELL!

APPLIANCES
Maytag  Amana

Westinghouse  RCA
Quasar  Tappan  Zenith

HEINEKE
ELECTRIC
Electrical Contracting

Christmas in July
Saturday, July 18th - 9 am - 2 pm

Holiday Gift Shoppe
  Do your holiday shopping with 
us. The Holiday Gift Shoppe has 
many unique and handmade items. 
Browse through items made by lo-
cal crafters, delight in the one-of-
a-kind decorative pieces, find that 
special decoration, discover things 
new and old. 
First United Methodist Church, 

1023 North 6th Street,
Chillicothe, Illinois

 Illinois state Rep. Carol Am-
mons speaks with reporters

  An Illinois state representative 
faces multiple counts of wire fraud 
and providing a false statement, 
according to a federal indictment 
released Tuesday night.
  State Rep. Carol Ammons, 
D-Urbana, was charged with eight 
counts of wire fraud surrounding 
an alleged kickback scheme in-
volving campaign contributions. 
She was also charged with con-
spiracy to obstruct justice.
  Her husband, Aaron Ammons, 
the Champaign County clerk of 
courts, also faces charges of con-
spiracy to obstruct justice and 
obstruction of evidence.
  Neither Carol nor Aaron Am-
mons responded to The Center 
Square's request for comment.
  The indictment alleges Carol 
Ammons benefitted financially 
from her role as a state lawmaker 
through direct involvement in 
increasing appropriated state tax 
funds granted to nonprofit orga-
nizations in her district, of which 

her daughter, Titianna Ammons, 
was employed.
  “It was a purpose and objective 
of the scheme that Ammons en-
riched herself by converting con-
tributions and donations to her 
campaign for her personal use,” 
the indictment alleges. “It was 
also a purpose and objective of 
the scheme that Ammons assisted 
local organizations in obtaining 
state grants that would benefit her 
and her daughter financially in vi-
olation of Illinois conflict of inte-
rest rules.”
  The indictment also reads that 
both the Carol and Aaron Am-
mons made false claims of not 
knowing there was a conflict of in-
terest with one organization using 
a state grant to pay her daughter.
  The pair also allegedly advised a 
potential witness to communicate 
with them through code words 
about ongoing FBI investigations 
into their conduct.
  Arron Ammons was alleged to 
have engaged in conduct toward 
another person to mislead them 
and hinder their communication 
with law enforcement by know-
ingly directing the potential wit-
ness to “muddy the waters” when 
speaking to the FBI, according to 
the indictment.
  llinois House Speaker Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch said in a statement 
that Carol Ammons is tempora-
rily removed from all House De-
mocratic Caucus meetings, from 
all House committees and from 
accessing Speaker's Office staff 
and resources.
  Welch is also having is staff 
review the budget to determine 
whether any funds need to be pau-
sed or reconsidered.

Illinois Lawmaker, Husband Indicted
Over An Alleged Kick-Back Scheme

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2026
9:00 A.M.

Auction Location:
7526 Old State Rt. 121 Rd., Hopedale, IL, 61747

S&K AUCTIONS LLC.

AUCTION
FARM & CONSTRUCTION

CONSIGNMENT

Auctioneers
Brent Schmidgall                               Cal Kaufman 
309-202-8378                            309-696-9019

Advertising deadline July 25, 2026
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com 

Taking consignments August 1-13 
Monday -Friday 8 AM – 5 PM; Saturday 8 AM – 2PM

Closed on Sunday 

Chicago breaks ground on 
$4.7M torture memorial

  Mayor Brandon Johnson and 
other Chicago officials have bro-
ken ground on a $4.7 million me-
morial to honor survivors of poli-
ce torture.
  The Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorial on the city’s South Side 
recognizes survivors of torture 
committed by former police com-
mander Jon Burge and detectives 
under his command.
  The groundbreaking ceremony 
was held on Wednesday morning.

Small Biz Legislative Voting 
Scores Announced

  The National Federation of In-
dependent Business has released 
its 2025-2026 small business legi-
slative voting record for Illinois.
  Five state senators and 23 state 
representatives scored a 100% pro-
small business record during the 
2025-2026 session.
  State Sen. Julie Morrison, D-La-
ke Forest, was the only Illinois la-
wmaker to receive a score of 0%.
  The NFIB said the record in-
cludes key votes on issues impor-
tant to small businesses but does 
not factor in committee votes or 
behind-the-scenes legislative sup-
port.

Il Us Rep Proposes Reducing
Degree Requirements For

Federal Jobs
  Illinois U.S. Rep. Raja Krishna-
moorthi has joined Congress-
man Ryan Mackenzie, R-PA, and 
Congresswoman Janelle Bynum, 
D-OR, to introduce legislation 
that would reduce bachelor’s de-
gree requirements for some fede-
ral jobs.
  The bipartisan Federal Jobs 
for STARs Act allows Skilled Th-
rough Alternative Routes workers 
to compete for federal positions 
based on their skills and experi-
ence.
  Krishnamoorthi, D-Schaum-
burg, said qualified Americans 
should not be denied a fair oppor-
tunity to compete simply because 
they don't have a bachelor's degree.
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