Millionaire Tax Push Resumes In llfinois
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rence in Springfield with a property tax
relief sign

By Jim Talamonti | The Center Square

Former Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn
and state Rep. LaShawn Ford,
D-Chicago, have taken the next
step in their campaign to raise
taxes on people who earn more
than $1 million, and the speaker
of the Illinois House is on board.

Quinn and Ford filed ordinan-
ces on Thursday for a non-binding
referendum to be placed on Chi-
cago ballots in the general election
this November or in the citywide
election next February.

Statehouse members did not
vote on Ford’s proposed consti-
tutional amendment in time for a
binding measure to appear on the
November ballot statewide.

HJRCA 21 would impose a 3%
tax on net income more than $1
million, with 50% of revenues to
be used for property tax relief and
50% for public school districts.

A reporter from The Center
Square asked Quinn why Illinois

does not provide more immediate
property tax relief by placing a cap
on property tax increases like In-
diana does.

Quinn said he supported a cap
on levies in 1991 or 1992.

“That has not worked well in Il-
linois. There are too many excepti-
ons. Now, I think we ought to take
alook at those exceptions,” Quinn
said.

The former governor said the
millionaire amendment would be
better because it would provide re-
bates for taxpayers.

On Wednesday, Illinois House
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch
told The Center Square reporter
Sean Reed he fought for Ford’s
constitutional amendment pro-
posal this year.

“I certainly would ask people to
join me in the fight to tax the rich,
to pass the surcharge tax on milli-
onaires,” Welch said.

Welch said lawmakers should
consider the tax if a special session
is called for any reason.

Quinn listed other states that

have passed legislation to enact
taxes on millionaires, including
Hawaii, Massachusetts and Was-
hington.

The former governor said Mas-
sachusetts has more millionaires
now than it did when the tax was
approved.

Washington state officials appro-
ved a 9.9% tax on household income
above $1 million in March.

A survey conducted in late April
by the Association of Washington
Business found about 24% of emplo-
yers considering moving their busi-
ness out of the state, and even more
considering moving their personal
residence out of Washington.

The Center Square recently re-
ported that Starbucks plans to relo-
cate more than 300 from Seattle to
Nashville, according to regulatory
filings and interviews with officials
in both cities.

When asked by The Center Squ-
are if Illinois school districts might
simply waste the extra money,
Quinn said the amendment allows
the legislature to place guardrails in
school district budgets.

“We want to make sure that the
money the school districts get is
used to abate and reduce property
tax levies, and the legislature under
this amendment would have that
power,” Quinn said.

After Chicago Mayor Brandon
Johnson provided his city’s public
schools with a $1 billion tax-incre-
ment financing sweep last Decem-
ber, the board of education raised its
property tax levy by the maximum
amount allowed just days later.

CPS has since proposed a $10
billion budget for next school year,
with a projected deficit of $732.5
million.

2026's Best & Worst States For Children’s Health Care

Keeping children healthy is both
essential and costly. Fortunately,
about 94% of children ages 0 to 18
have health insurance coverage to
protect them when they become ill.
However, high coverage rates have
not necessarily reduced health care
expenses for families. On average,
workers contribute $6,850 per year
toward employer-sponsored family
health coverage. While some fa-
milies receive assistance through
Medicaid or the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), many
who do not qualify for government
support continue to face financial
strain especially amid significant
inflation.

Cost, however, is not the only
factor influencing children’s health
care. The quality of the health care
system and environmental condi-
tions such as access to nutritious
food and fluoridated water also
play significant roles.

Because conditions vary widely
by location, WalletHub analyzed
the 50 states and the District of
Columbia using 33 key indicators
related to the cost, quality, and ac-
cess to children’s health care. The
data set includes measures ranging
from the percentage of children
ages 0 to 17 in excellent or very
good health to the number of pe-

diatricians and family doctors per
capita.
chip lupo

“The quality of children’s health
care should be one of the most im-
portant considerations for parents
when deciding where to live. Having
access to quality pediatric and den-
tal care, nutritious food and good
spaces for recreation from a young
age can give children a much better
chance of growing up healthy and
forming good habits that will last
into their adult life.”

Chip Lupo, WalletHub Analyst

Best States For Children’s

Health Care
State Score
1. Massachusetts................... 67.34
2. Rhode Island .................... 61.77
3. Connecticut ....ceveervenennen. 60.91
4. Vermont .......ccceevevveervenenne. 60.90
5. Hawaii....ooocoveeeeiecerieeneeee, 60.74
6. New Jersey......ccccoevueuvunnee. 60.32
7. Pennsylvania......c.ceceene.. 58.17
8. New YorK....oooooevveevveennnn. 57.41
9. IOWa.ucouieviereerecreceeereeren, 57.01
10. California .......cccveveuvneneee. 56.25
11. New Hampshire................ 55.89
12. Minnesota.......oeeveeueeneenne. 55.57
13. District of Columbia........ 55.48
14. Oregon.......cccecvvvvruverincnnn. 55.02
15. Delaware.......ccccecevvvennneee. 55.00
23. IIliNOiS....uueeeeeerrrneeeeeennne 51.85

Worst States For Children’s

Health Care
YA \[5377: Vs £: W 46.51
38. Alabama......ccoceevvveinnnnn. 45.26
39. South Carolina. ................. 45.13
40. Louisiana.......ccecceevevvenreenns 45.11
41, MiSSOUTi.cccvreieericrreerreereenne 45.07
42. Arkansas ......cccccooveeuennene. 45.02
43. Oklahoma ........ccoeueueneee. 44.72
44, TeXAS veeveerrereeereeresrreseenrens 44.63
45. Georgia.....coeeueueuinninienes 44.59
46. Wyoming ........ccceeuvueeenee 44.09
47. Kentucky.....oocvvuviuniuvcrncnnee 43.98
48. Montana........cceeeevverveeneenns 4291
49. Alaska ....ooovvveeeereeereinnne 42.20
50. ATiZONA..ucceiericeeerrereerenen. 41.36
51. MissiSSippi....cccoviicucununnes 37.69
Best vs. Worst

* Massachusetts has the lowest
share of uninsured children aged 0
to 18, which is 7.5 times lower than
in Texas, the highest.

* Hawaii has the lowest share
of children aged 0 to 17 with unaf-
fordable medical bills, which is 2.6
times lower than in Wyoming, the
highest.

¢ The District of Columbia has
the most pediatricians per 100,000
residents, which is 29 times more
than in Louisiana, the fewest.

* Colorado have the lowest sha-
re of obese children aged 10 to 17,
which is 2.4 times lower than in
Mississippi, the highest.
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If you would like to sub-
scribe to the online
edition, or the print
edition of the Lacon

Home Journal/ Toluca
Star Herald simply log on
to: www.
laconhomejournal.com
to sign up.
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AUTO/&3TIRE
£2222£309-397-6276 ==

Towing ¢ Diesel ¢ Welding
Diagnostic ¢ Batteries

Ask About FREE In-Town Pick-Up & Delivery

| BUY CARS II}Ihﬁ{I\LY CONDITION

AUTO REPAIR
& MUCH MORE!

517 N. Main St., Lacon

We Match Any
Tire Price - Even

The Big Guys!

Huge Moving Sale

Garage and Morton Building
1150 County Road 1300E

Thursday, July

Friday & Saturday,

16 4:00pPM. -8:00 PM.

July 17 & 18

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

+Craftsmen Tool Box
+8 h Wood Chipper
+Gardening Iltems
+(3) Battery Chargers
+Deluxe Cherry Pitter

+(2) Generators
+Log Chains
+Canning Pans
+Barn Quilt
+Propane Tanks

+Christmas Outdoor & Indoor
+Some Tools & Nails

+Crutches

+*Walkers
+Dishes/Pans
+Gazing Ball Stands

+*Wheel Chair
+Bath Seat
*Furniture

+Terry Redlin Prints
+Vintage DeKalb Sign & Misc.
Large Amount of Miscellaneous ltems

#1standby
generator
worldwide.

Get whole-home
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R

power automa\/tipally.

il
i

Call 855- 518 8057to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply




