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(From Lacon Front Page)
  The report highlighted that sta-
tes with larger populations are in-
sulated from having a poor com-
muter safety rating. 
  "Although Illinois records sig-
nificantly more rush-hour fatal 
crashes than the national average 
in absolute terms, its large popu-
lation reduces the per-capita risk 
substantially," the report reads. 

We are having a real “heat 
wave” last and this week. Like the 
song says, “a tropical heat wave.” 
I found that the best place to be, 
during this weather, is home in the 
air conditioning. With my dog pant-
ing everytime he makes a move, I 
sit at the window watching the siz-
zling backyard.

I spotted a lone squirrel in our 
maple tree, laying with all four 
legs spread, suspended on a limb. I 
guess the poor critter had gone as 
far as he/she could go.

I put out clean water everyday 
for any creature crawling, flying or 
buzzing by, particularly for those 
listless squirrels and tired bunnies. 
It seems a small thing to ask, partic-
ularly when we have running water 
at hand, to put out a little bowl of 
water everyday.

So, what’s for lunch? What’s for 
dinner? Hot as it is, we still have to 
eat something. Unfortunately, be-
cause I just can’t afford a personal 
chef, I’m the cook, and I don’t want 
to. Although a nice roast, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, cheesy vegetables 
and apple pie sound good, fixing it 
does not. 

Imagine turning on the oven, 
boiling potatoes, and chopping 
stuff. My kitchen would have been 
hotter than the backyard in the sun. 
I vote for cold food like popsycles. 
Tastes good and keeps you cool.

I remember some hot days back 
in the years when, believe it or not 
kids, we didn’t have air condition-
ing. In fact, around town, there 
were a lot fewer houses with air 
than without. Fans were the answer.

I remember that our house 
seemed quiet. Mom would close it 
up to keep the evening cool as long 
as possible. Fans, were turned 

to pull the hot air out during the 
day, and to pull the cool air in at 
night. When cousins came to stay 
overnight, the mattress was on the 
floor in front of the screen door. Of 
course, for kids, it didn’t seem so 
hot.

Starting at a very young age, 
with my first very own copy of 
“Little Women,” I have learned 
that the best escape from a hot day, 
too much politics on T.V., house-
work and so many other little nag-
ging problems, is a good book. 
During these hot summer days, 
our library has come through for 
me by offering hundreds and hun-
dreds of books to read. Luckily, I 
chose a couple good ones that kept 
me glued to the pages, only getting 
up from my chair for a snack and 
some lemonade. I read two really 
good mysteries with exciting end-
ings I didn’t expect. On the other 
hand, I read the story of a won-
derful man who made the most of 
his elder years by gifting strangers 
and making new friends. As much 
as the mysteries were exciting, this 
book was inspiring. 

The books I read were “The 
Last  Thing He Told Me” by Lau-
ra Dave; “It’s Not Her” by Mary 
Kubica and “Theo of Gold” by 
Allen Levi. I really liked all three 
and recommend each of them. 
Cast your blues, your troubles, the 
chores you don’t want to tackle 
to the side and enjoy a good read. 
Your relaxation is as close as the 
library.

***
“I’m not insane. My mother had 
me tested.”
 - Sheldon Cooper (Jim Parsons), 

The Big Bang Theory

(From Toluca Front Page)
including TechNet, a coalition of 
tech executives across the indu-
stry.
  “We remain concerned that Il-
linois would effectively be requi-
ring private actors to make highly 
subjective determinations requi-
ring AI safety compliance without 
established national standards, 
certifications, or clear regulatory 
guardrails,” TechNet representati-
ve Ninia Linero said in committee 
May 20.
  OpenAI and Anthropic both 
supported the bill on its path th-
rough the Illinois General As-
sembly, and it passed with broad 
bipartisan support in both cham-
bers; only five Republican senators 
voted against it, and it passed una-
nimously in the House.
  Though the large developers 
pushed for a federal framework 
rather than what they were con-
cerned would be an inconsistent 
patchwork of state regulations, 
Caitlin Niedermeyer of OpenAI’s 
Global Affairs told the Senate’s AI 
and Social Media committee in 
April that OpenAI was open to a 
coordinated state-driven appro-
ach.
  “While we have been very clear 
that the federal government re-
mains well-positioned to lead on 
frontier safety because it has the 
resources, expertise and institu-
tions, we also strongly actually 
see a position for both Illinois but 
also California and New York to 
really lead in advancing aligned 
frameworks, which we believe can 
absolutely help create a de facto 
national direction of travel,” Nie-
dermeyer told the committee.
What’s on the AI horizon?

What’s on the AI horizon?
  Companies that violate it 
will be subject to civil penalties 
brought by the attorney general’s 
office of up to $1 million for the 
first offense and up to $3 million 
for subsequent violations.
  But lawmakers and advocates 
say they expect to continue wor-
king on the topic of AI in the futu-
re. For example, Didech identified 
medical care and education as li-
kely frontiers needing further eva-
luation of AI’s public safety risks.
  Scott Wisor, policy director for 
Secure AI, was one of the advoca-
tes helping to shape Illinois’ bill. 
Having more external evaluation 
of the risks the models pose, and 
make judgments on when they’re 
ready for release, would be the 
next step for further transparency 
and accountability, he said.
  “Right now, the evaluation in 
this bill is, are you complying with 
your safety framework? Becau-
se suppose you had a safety fra-
mework, just like, ‘We’re going to 
do A, B, C, and D,’ you do that, the 
evaluator confirms it, and yet it’s 
still a risky thing to have out in the 
world,” Wisor said.
  “So, this is a huge step forward, 
but I think there’s more we can 
do,” Wisor said.
  Illinois’s law will take effect on 
Jan.  1, 2028.

AI Regulation

Illinois Commutes

(From Toluca Front Page)
over-year increases.
  Giertz said individual income 
tax revenues have been strong all 
year, possibly driven by large capi-
tal gains.
  “That increases the revenue, 
so the fact that the stock markets 
have been strong in the last year or 
so probably had an impact there,” 
Giertz said.
  Giertz said higher sales tax re-
ceipts reflect real growth over and 
above higher prices.
  “Every month, the tax revenues 
are, the term is called deflated, that 
is, the inflation is basically taken 
out of them. So all the numbers 
are based on real values, the same 
purchasing power over a period of 
time,” Giertz said.
  Giertz said corporate tax revenu-
es are lower than last year but still 
very good by historic standards.
  Giertz said the flash index was 
devised almost 30 years ago in the 
University of Illinois Institute of 

By Jim Talamonti | The Center Square
  More than 400 fugitives have 
been arrested in Illinois, and ano-
ther 117 in Missouri, over the last 
two months.
  The U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Northern District of Illino-
is said recently that 305 fugitives 
were brought into custody since 
May 1.
  U.S. Attorney Andrew Boutros 
said 11 federal agencies worked to-
gether to combat violent crime in 
Chicago, Rockford and surroun-
ding areas.
  “During Operation New Dawn, 
federal law enforcement engaged 
in rapid, targeted and responsive 
interventions that interrupted vi-
olence in real time,” Boutros said 
in a statement.
  Boutros said many of the fugi-
tives had previously been charged 
with serious criminal offenses.
  Boutros said 24 children were 
found and safely returned home.
  A spokesperson from Boutros' 
office said were no additional ap-
propriations for the operation.
  "Existing resources were de-
ployed," the spokesperson said in 
a statement to The Center Square.
  Also, federal officials in the 
Southern District of Illinois and 
Eastern District of Missouri an-
nounced the results of a regional 
initiative led by the U.S. Marshals 
Service and its task force law en-
forcement partners. 
  The officials said 224 fugitives 
were apprehended in June and 290 
outstanding arrest warrants were 
cleared, including at least 20% for 
violent crimes including homici-
de.
  Across Illinois’ southern di-
strict, U.S. Marshal David Davis 

said marshals and regional task 
force members arrested 114 violent 
felons and seized 20 guns, inclu-
ding two that were outfitted with 
machine-gun converter devices.
  “I’m especially proud of them 
for their arrest of six individuals 
wanted on homicide warrants and 
the recovery of one missing child,” 
Davis said.
  Another 110 fugitives were ap-
prehended in the Eastern District 
of Missouri.
  U.S. Attorney Thomas Albus 
said many of the warrants were 
for people on probation or parole, 
some of whom allegedly commit-
ted new offenses.
  “That’s why we thought strategi-
cally why we really hopefully have 
made a great impact for public sa-
fety in our community by taking 
these 224 individuals off the streets 
now,” Albus said.
  Albus said local, state and fe-
deral officials are all working to-
gether.
  “As someone that’s been invol-
ved in this process in St. Louis for 
25 years, that’s the only way we 
know how to do it. The challenge 
is such and the resources are such 
that we don’t have any choice but to 
work together,” Albus said.
  Southern Illinois U.S. Attorney 
Steven Weinhoeft said an environ-
ment of freedom and liberty starts 
with keeping violent elements off 
the streets.
  “Our principles and our way of 
life are secured by law enforcement 
officers who defend those values 
with courage and with strength,” 
Weinhoeft said.
  Weinhoeft called law enforce-
ment officers “the indispensable 
guardians of American freedom.”

500-Plus Fugitives Arrested
Across Illinois & Missouri

Illinois Tax Receipts
Government and Public Affairs, 
because federal and state govern-
ment data doesn’t come out for 
weeks or months after a given 
month ends.
  “We decided to use the tax reve-
nue as kind of a surrogate or a sub-
stitute or a quick measure of how 
the economy is doing, so that's been 
the substance of the Flash Index for 
several decades now,” Giertz said.
  Giertz said the index is very good 
for quickness, but adjustments have 
to be made to deal with unusual 
situations regarding tax revenues, 
such as changes in cash flow pat-
terns.


