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Hello Everyone!

It has been very cold! I
hope everyone is doing well
in spite of the weather. Re-
member, each day that passes
is one day closer to Spring!
Pitchers and Catchers report
to Spring Training in about a
month.

When I was young, we
celebrated Abraham Lin-
coln's Birthday on February
12 and George Washington's
on February 22. Then a few
years ago they changed it to
President's Day. It gives us
the opportunity to celebrate
all the men who served as
President.

When I was in the Third
Grade, I had to do a big re-
port. Our teacher, Joanne
McNeil at Wiley school, sug-
gested I do it on the Presi-
dents of the United States. We
all went as a class to the Wiley
library where I checked out a
book on the Presidents, "The
Arrow Book of Presidents",
by Sturges F. Carey. I read
that book from cover to cover,
and it began a life long love of
the Presidents and American
History. Mom and Dad and
I went to Washington D.C.
that Summer (1972). We had
a great time looking at all
the historical sights, includ-
ing the White House. Every
President tried to do the best
they could. There is a won-
derful story that illustrates
this point.

Abraham Lincoln had been
a failure in just about every-
thing he had tried. He was
running his general store
in New Salem, Illinois and
was just about on the verge
of bankruptcy. He was just
about at the end of his rope,
and he told his partner, "You
know, I wouldn't mind so
much if I could do what I real-

ly want to do. I want to study
law. I would sell everything
we have and I would buy one
book: "Blackstone's Commen-
tary on English Law." But I
guess that will never happen."
Then God Stepped in. At that
moment a wagon pulled up
by the store. The driver said,
"I'm moving my family out
west, and I'm out of money.
I've got a good barrel here
that I could sell for 50 cents."
Lincoln said, "I suppose I
could use a good barrel." He
pulled out his last 50 cents
and paid for it. All day long
the barrel sat on the porch
of the store. Late in the eve-
ning, Lincoln cleaned out the
barrel. His long lanky arms
reached down and pulled out
a dusty old book. He stood
there dumbfounded. It was
"Blackstone's Commentary
on English Law." He read the
book from cover to cover, and
you know the rest of the story.
Lincoln went on to become a
lawyer and the 16th President
of the United States. His life
was truly lived "with malice
toward none, with charity
for all."

From Isaiah: "Do not be
afraid, for I Have Ransomed
you. I Have Called you by
name; you are Mine. When
you go through deep waters,
I will be with you. When you
go through rivers of difficulty,
you will not drown." (Isaiah
43:1-2) When we go through
rough times, God Will be with
us, Holding our hand.

God will come to our res-
cue. He Will Save us and Re-
deem us. God Can Do Amaz-
ing things for His children!

God Bless all of you!

Pastor Jeff Stahl

Countryside and Ogden
United Methodist Churches
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The weather was quite mild
as the first week of the new
year drew to a close. I had
noticed a stand of Creeping
Charlie growing in a new gar-
den bed. It was green, hence
easy to spot, and the ground
was not frozen. Wednesday
the 7th was in the fifties, so
it began my 2026 gardening
season. Carefully winkling out
the runners revealed another
troublesome weed growing
lustily - mock strawberry.
An hour, and half a 5-gallon
bucket of weeds later, the area
was nearly clear of these pests.
The night of the 8th, we got a
bit under 2 inches of much-
needed rain.

Perhaps my most surpris-
ing experience of the first
week of the year occurred on
Friday the 2nd. I'd forgotten
some things on my last shop-
ping run of 2025, and went to
Wal-Mart to get them. When I
got to checkout, there were 2
cashiers available, both with
customers. I got in line at the
nearest one. I noted a continu-
ation of a recent innovation.
There were no dividers to
place between orders. Luckily,
there were a couple of dried-
outhand wipes in my cart, so I
put those in front of my order.
Then another customer

John 1:29-50

New International Version

John Testifies About Jesus

29 The next day John saw
Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Look, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the
world!

30 This is the one I meant
when I said, ‘A man who comes
after me has surpassed me be-
cause he was before me.’

31Imyself did not know him,
but the reason I came baptizing
with water was that he mightbe
revealed to Israel.”

32 Then John gave this testi-
mony: “I saw the Spirit come
down from heaven as a dove
and remain on him.

33 And I myself did not know
him, but the one who sent me
to baptize with water told me,
‘The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and remain is
the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.’

34 T have seen and I testify
that this is God’s Chosen One.”

John’s Disciples Follow Jesus

35 The next day John was
there again with two of his
disciples.

36 When he saw Jesus pass-
ing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb
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got in line behind me. There
being no dividers handy, I
looked at the next lane, which
was closed, and saw a di-
vider there. I went and got it.
I placed it behind my order so
he could put his stuff on the
conveyor. And as he did so,
he said, "You've just got two
items. Let me pay for them."
He was buying stuff for kids,
so naturally I tried to decline
- I said he needed that money
more than I did. He said, "T'll
just make some more money."
I tried other blandishments,
but he was not to be dissuad-
ed. So eventually, I accepted,
and put the divider in front of
my order in place of the wipes.

After he'd paid, I suggested
we leave the store together,
because last time I'd been
shopping there, someone near
the exit had demanded to see
my receipt. As we left, we
talked a bit. It turned out that
he (I will call him Sergeant X)
had worked with a man in Sid-
ney, where I live. I sent word
through a mutual acquain-
tance, who informed me that
the man wants to know where
I met Sergeant X. Alas, I have
been unable to communicate
with him directly. But when
he reads this column, he will
know where I met Sergeant X.
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of God!”

37 When the two disciples
heard him say this, they fol-
lowed Jesus.

38 Turning around, Jesus
saw them following and asked,
“What do you want?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which
means “Teacher”), “where are
you staying?”

39 “Come,” he replied, “and
you will see.”

So they went and saw where
he was staying, and they spent
that day with him. It was about
four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, was one of the two who
heard what John had said and
who had followed Jesus.

41 The first thing Andrew
did was to find his brother
Simon and tell him, “We have
found the Messiah” (that s, the
Christ). 42 And he brought him
to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John.
You will be called Cephas”
(which, when translated, is
Peter).

Jesus Calls Philip and Na-
thanael

43 The next day Jesus decided
to leave for Galilee. Finding
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Pastor Rev. John Sharp
Sunday Schedule Service - 9 a.m.
Sunday school and

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 9 a.m. (Aug. - June)
Men's Bible Breakfast - 7:30 a.m.
Second and Fourth Saturdays
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TOLONO UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
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a.m.

701 N. Sycamore Street
Villa Grove, Illinois
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister—Mike Zylstra
e-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com
Open communion
observed weekly
Morning Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages)
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LUTHERAN CHURCH CHURCH METHODIST CHURCH
390 CR 2400E, Broadlands (Non-Denominational) 1807 County Road 1000N, Urbana
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10:45 a.m.

Office phone: 217-485-3610
e-mail: tolonomethodist@msn.com

Sunday Service 10:30am

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

To Add Your Church to the directory email:
Jamie@thecounty-chronicle.com

Rev. Jeff Stahl
E-mail: cumc.office99@gmail.com
www.countrysidemethodist.com

Coffee Hour- 8:30 a.m.
Worship-9:00 a.m.
Nursery Available during worship
Wednesday
Wednesday's Bible Study 1:30pm
Facebook Devotionals on
Thursdays - 1:30

Crossroads Youth Group meets
on the last Sunday of the Month
from 5-6:30pm; dinner is provided.
(Ages 7 & up)

Please contact the office for more
information 217-688-2422
"Love God; Love Each Other"
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Submitted originaly by
Carle Health

It takes a special person to
successfully combine spiri-
tuality and nursing skills in
support of community mem-
bers. For Danna Williamson,
MSN, NPD-BC, it’'s a mission
she started at Carle Health,
first as a registered nurse 20
years ago and continuing in
2021 when she became a faith
community nurse for Com-
munity Health Initiatives.

She is among 11 individu-
als chosen nationwide and
honored at a Wholeness of
Life celebration in November
for patient care contributions.
Bestowing the honors were
the Healthcare Chaplaincy
Network and the Spiritual
Care Association. The net-
work is a New York-based
non-profit that trains chap-
lains to serve in hospitals, the
military and first-response
positions. The association
is a network affiliate and a
professional membership
association for spiritual care
providers.

“I am humbled and hon-
ored to have received this
recognition from the Health-
Care Chaplaincy Network
and the Spiritual Care As-
sociation. It is more than an
award - it's a reminder of
why I do what I do. It is a
reminder that healthcare is
not just about treating ill-
ness: It’s about healing the
whole person — mind, body
and spirit — through compas-
sion and caring. Through my
work in Community Wellness
and Faith Community Health
Services, I've been blessed to
combine my nursing skills
with my calling to provide
spiritual support. Every in-
teraction is an opportunity
to bring hope, comfort and
dignity to those in need,”
Williamson said.

She completed the faith
community nursing course
in 2010 and serves her church
with compassion and pur-
pose. “My passion lies in
fostering spiritual growth,
nurturing relationships and
empowering individuals to
care for their physical, emo-

Philip, he said to him, “Follow

44 Philip, like Andrew and
Peter, was from the town of
Bethsaida.

45 Philip found Nathanael
and told him, “We have found
the one Moses wrote about in
the Law, and about whom the
prophets also wrote—Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 “Nazareth! Can anything
good come from there?” Na-
thanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.

47 When Jesus saw Nathana-

tional and spiritual health.
Through this ministry, I strive
to be a bridge between faith
and health, offering guid-
ance, support and hope to
those I serve,” she said.

Williamson is also a com-
munity health worker at
Carle Health, conducting
client home visits, increasing
health literacy for clients,
screening clients to determine
health-related social needs
and empowering clients with
community and Carle-based
services.

Her supervisor, Gregory
Scott, MS, BSN, manager,
Community Wellness & Faith
Community Health Services,
nominated her for the recog-
nition. He describes William-
son as having “a giving spirit
that emulates the definition of
caring for the human spirit.”

“Danna not only works
full-time as a Faith Com-
munity nurse in the Carle
Health System, but she takes
on volunteer roles as a faith
community nurse in her own
parish, as a volunteer feeding
those without ahome address
who need help at the local
Salvation Army’s Canteen
Run and as a volunteer who
sits with the most vulner-
able babies in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Carle
Foundation Hospital.

Scott said, “Danna has a
real talent for motivation-
al interviewing that brings
calmness to often stressful
situations. She asks questions
in a conversational manner,
so others feel comfortable in
sharing their challenges or
concerns. Danna is a shining
example of what it means to
care for the human spirit.”

Williamson said the great-
est reward is witnessing posi-
tive transformation in the
lives of others, whether it is
independence gained, confi-
dence restored or the ability
of individuals to provide for
their families.

“Transforming lives, one
person at a time, is the es-
sence of community health
and I am privileged to play
a small role in that process,”
she said.

el approaching, he said of him,
“Here truly is an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit.”

48 “How do you know me?”
Nathanael asked.

Jesus answered, “I saw you
while you were still under the
fig tree before Philip called
you.”

49 Then Nathanael declared,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God;
you are the king of Israel.”

50 Jesus said, “You believe[c]
because I told you I saw you
under the fig tree. You will see
greater things than that.”
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VETERINARY SERVICES

EYE CARE

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472
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EYE CARE
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* Custom Vision Correction
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+ Glaucoma detection &
management
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Medicare assignments accepted/Health
Alliance Provider




