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The ICE Follies Road Show
is now publicly executing
members of the audience who
disapprove of their perfor-
mative state-sponsored ter-
rorism. DHS and ICE have a
script for this: Falsely defame
their victims, and lie about
the circumstances. They have
trotted this script out twice
so far.

That approach may have
worked reasonably well in
an age when there weren't
a bunch of people with cell
phones recording the actual
events. But even with their
lies exposed, the propagan-
dists soldier on. They're even
making lying denials of previ-
ous lies they've already been
caught making.

In the latest episode, Alex
Pretti, an ICU nurse who
treated sick veterans in a VA
hospital, was recording the
show with his cell phone.
When he saw a cast member
sprint toward a woman in the
audience and knock her down
into a snowbank, he went to
her assistance. The masked
thugs then pepper-sprayed
them both, gang-tackled him,
kicked and pummeled him,
found the gun concealed in
his waistband, and disarmed
him. Then, while still restrain-
ing him after disarming him,
they shot him repeatedly. His
last words, to the woman he'd
tried to help, were, "Are you
OK?" Multiple videos show
that the agent who fired the
first shot had seen the disarm.
He fired once, paused, then,
joined by at least one other
agent, simply blazed away.

Then, rather than check
his pulse or administer CPR
as per protocol, the agents
instead began counting the
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bullet holes in him. And when
a doctor tried to assess his
condition, they refused to let
him. Instead, they repeatedly
demanded to see his medical
license.

Alex Pretti was legally en-
titled to carry a concealed
firearm. He had not done
anything to indicate that he
was even carrying it, let alone
intending to use it. His rap
sheet had nothing worse than
traffic tickets. No matter, the
Administration parroted their
script, calling him an "armed
terrorist" and "assassin" in-
tending to "massacre" law
enforcers.

There is nothing to support
either assertion. And the vid-
eos tell a very different story.
I believe my eyes, not my
government's lies.

But this Administration has
no regard for facts or the law.
Their attitude is that their lies
will become true, or at least
accepted, by repetition. Greg
Bovino, director of the ICE
Follies Road Show, recently
tried to pretend he hadn't
been caught lying in court
about events during Opera-
tion Midway Blitz. But he had
admitted in court to having
lied, and was confronted
with court records proving it.
DHS Secretary Kristi Noem
and FBI director Kash Patel
have, in the present case, both
egregiously misstated the law
governing concealed carry.
And in a report to Congress
which hastened the end of
his tenure, now-former FBI
Deputy Director Dan Bongino
was quoted as saying, "The
truth is for chumps." I'm go-
ing with Benjamin Franklin
on this: "A lie stands on one
leg, truth on two."
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Hello Everyone!

Happy February! January
was a LONG month, wasn't
it? We would get done with
one snow and another one
would be on top of us. Each
day in February is one day
closer to Spring.

Thank Goodness!

And in a week or two pitch-
ers and catchers report to
Spring Training. Go Cardi-
nals!

Good Luck to the Super
Bowl teams this Sunday.

The New England Patri-
ots are playing the Seattle
Seahawks. I'm not a fan of
either team, but the game
promises to be a good one. At
least we get to watch all the
commercials!

February is President's
Month and it is also Valen-
tines Day. I wrote a couple
of weeks ago about doing a
report on the Presidents when
I was in the Third Grade at
Wiley School.

It began a life long love of
the Presidents and United
States History. What a thrill it
would be to serve as President
and live in the White House.
No matter who the President
is, they have all tried to do the
best they could.

It is a very exclusive club.
Only 45 men have served as
President. Grover Cleveland
and Donald Trump are the
only two Presidents to have
served non consecutive terms.
Some Presidents have been
bitter rivals but later became
friends.

Harry Truman was the
33rd President and Dwight
Eisenhower succeeded him
as the 34th President. To be
honest, they didn't like each
other very much. Truman was
a Democrat and Eisenhower
was a Republican.

Psalm 103

King James Version
103 Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless
his holy name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits:

3 Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases;

4Who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; who crowneth thee
with lovingkindness and tender
mercies;

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth
with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the ea-
gle's.

6 The Lord executeth righ-
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They were bitter rivals and
didn't speak to each other for
many years.

They came together at the
White House in November of
1963, after the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy.

They were sitting together
in the Blue Room of the White
House on the day of Presi-
dent Kennedy's funeral. Both
Eisenhower and Truman were
old men, their time of power
had long past.

Ike goes up to Harry and
says, "Harry, it's really a
shame that we're here today
under these circumstances.
Look at us, two old birds still
mad at each other, while that
young man who succeeded us
is laying down the hallway in
a casket.

It doesn't make any sense,
does it?" Harry agreed and
they both decided to bury the
hatchet. Truman and Eisen-
hower attended the funeral
together and were on speak-
ing terms once again. There
are some things that are more
important than political ri-
valries.

During this month of Val-
entines Day, let us remember
to love one another.

God Gave us the Greatest
Valentine when He Sent His
Son Jesus to Die for us.

He Wants us to be one fam-
ily, with Christ at the Center.
We give Valentine Cards to
each other to symbolize our
love and affection.

Let us love one another as
Christ Loves us.

God Has an endless supply
of Love and Mercy that will
never run out.

God Bless all of you!

Pastor Jeff Stahl

Countryside and Ogden
United Methodist Churches
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SSA Commissioner
Briefs Social Security

Advisory
Major

Board on

Customer

Service Improvements

On Wednesday, January
7, 2026, Social Security Ad-
ministration (SSA) Commis-
sioner Frank J. Bisignano met
with Social Security Advisory
Board (SSAB) members Amy
Shuart, Chair; Bob Joondeph;
Jagadeesh Gokhale; and Nan-
cy Altman to provide an
update on the significant cus-
tomer service improvements
being made under President
Donald J. Trump.

As part of the meeting,
the Commissioner discussed
his vision for operational
excellence, SSA’s strategic
investment in technology and
workforce, and the agency’s
notable progress in improv-
ing service across each of its
programs.

“The American people are
experiencing a Social Secu-
rity Administration that has
been transformed through
digital innovation and stra-
tegic process engineering to
deliver best-in-class service,”
said Commissioner Frank J.
Bisignano. “Under President
Trump, we are serving more
Americans faster than ever
before.

I look forward to the lead-
ership of the new SSAB Chair
and a strong working rela-
tionship with the Board.”

“] appreciate Commis-
sioner Bisignano’s detailed
update to the Board on the So-
cial Security Administration’s
customer service metrics and
the significant progress made
under his leadership, as the
Board has regularly encour-
aged the agency to improve
the service it provides,” said
SSAB Chair Amy Shuart.
“I look forward to contin-
ued updates as the agency
builds on this momentum

and strives to better serve the
public.”

The Commissioner pro-
vided an overview of the
meaningful improvements
being made at SSA:

Americans now have24/7
access to their personal my
Social Security account, when
previously the website was
down 29 hours a week.

Sixty-five percent more
calls were answered in FY
2025 compared to FY 2024.

The average speed of an-
swer for the National 800
Number is now in the single
digits.

Technology improvements
allowed 90 percent of calls to
now be resolved via self-ser-
vice or convenient callbacks.

The upgraded phone sys-
tem supported field offices
nationwide and enabled 30
percent of all calls to be han-
dled instantaneously through
technology.

The average wait time for
visitors at field offices de-
creased by nearly 30 percent
from FY 2024 to FY 2025, and
those with an appointment
wait on average just six min-
utes to be helped.

The pending inventory of
initial disability claims has
decreased by 33% from the
all-time high of 1.26 million
pending claims in June 2024.

Completed sending over
3.1 million payments, totaling
over $17 billion, to beneficia-
ries eligible under the Social
Security Fairness Act (SSFA),
5 months ahead of schedule.

Addressed waste, fraud,
and abuse by prioritizing the
accuracy of payments and
ensuring those ineligible to
receive benefits are not im-

properly paid.
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teousness and judgment for all
that are oppressed.

7 He made known his ways
unto Moses, his acts unto the
children of Israel.

8 The Lord is merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and
plenteous in mercy.

9 He will not always chide:
neither will he keep his anger
for ever.

10 He hath not dealt with us
after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities.

11 For as the heaven is high
above the earth, so great is his
mercy toward them that fear
him.

12 As far as the east is from
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(Aug. - June)

information.

Pastor Gail Meyers
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Pastor Rev. John Sharp
Sunday Schedule Service - 9 a.m.
Sunday school and
Bible classes - 10:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 9 a.m. (Aug. - June)
Men's Bible Breakfast - 7:30 a.m.
Second and Fourth Saturdays
(Lincoln Street Lounge)
*Youth GroupSewing Circle®
eMen's Clube
Call the church office for more

TOLONO UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
301 N. Bourne St. Tolono

701 N. Sycamore Street
Villa Grove, Illinois
Phone (217) 832-5231
Fax (217) 832-9348
website: www.fccvg.com
e-mail: fccvg@frontier.com
Minister—Mike Zylstra
e-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com
Open communion
observed weekly
Morning Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages)

X Dhea Clurch Dervices

IMMANUEL FIRST CHRISTIAN COUNTRYSIDE UNITED
LUTHERAN CHURCH CHURCH METHODIST CHURCH
390 CR 2400E, Broadlands (Non-Denominational) 1807 County Road 1000N, Urbana
(217) 834-3289 “Come Rejoice With Us” Between Sidney and Philo

10:45 a.m.

Office phone: 217-485-3610
e-mail: tolonomethodist@msn.com

Sunday Service 10:30am

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

To Add Your Church to the directory email:
Jamie@thecounty-chronicle.com

Rev. Jeff Stahl
E-mail: cumc.office99@gmail.com
www.countrysidemethodist.com

Coffee Hour- 8:30 a.m.
Worship-9:00 a.m.
Nursery Available during worship
Wednesday
Wednesday's Bible Study 1:30pm
Facebook Devotionals on
Thursdays - 1:30

Crossroads Youth Group meets
on the last Sunday of the Month
from 5-6:30pm; dinner is provided.
(Ages 7 & up)

Please contact the office for more
information 217-688-2422
"Love God; Love Each Other"
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the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.

13 Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him.

14 For he knoweth our frame;
he remembereth that we are
dust.

15 As for man, his days are as
grass: as a flower of the field, so
he flourisheth.

16 For the wind passeth over
it, and it is gone; and the place
thereof shall know it no more.

17 But the mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlast-
ing upon them that fear him,
and his righteousness unto

children's children;

18 To such as keep his cov-
enant, and to those that re-
member his commandments
to do them.

19 The Lord hath prepared
his throne in the heavens; and
his kingdom ruleth over all.

20 Bless the Lord, ye his
angels, that excel in strength,
that do his commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of
his word.

21 Bless ye the Lord, all ye his
hosts; ye ministers of his, that
do his pleasure.

22 Bless the Lord, all his
works in all places of his domin-
ion: bless the Lord, O my soul.
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Advertise In The SCC Today,
County Chronicle & More!
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217/369-1398 or 253-5086
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Business and Professional

DIRECTORY

The following Business and
Professional People are ready to serve
you. Call for their services.

Eemail: jamie@thecounty-chronicle.com

VETERINARY SERVICES

EYE CARE

Four Counties Mobile
Veterinary Services

Kathleen M. Mcmanamon, DVM

House and Farm Calls
Small Animal and Equine

Hours:
Monday-Friday, Noon-8 p.m.
Saturday, By Appointment

Phone: (217) 834-3472

CHITTICK FAMILY
EYE CARE

* Adult & Pediatric Eye Care
« Contact Lenses
* Custom Vision Correction
* Digitdl Retinal Exam
+ Glaucoma detection &
management
10 West Adams
VillaGrove, IL 61956
Office: 832-2111
Hours; Mon - Fri 8- 5
Medicare assignments accepted/Health
Alliance Provider




