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Dirty Dozen tax scams for 2026: IRS reminds taxpayers to 
watch out for dangerous threats

WASHINGTON — The Inter-
nal Revenue Service today an-
nounced its annual Dirty Dozen 
list of tax scams for 2026 that 
threaten the tax and financial 
information of taxpayers, busi-
nesses, and tax professionals.

The Dirty Dozen is part of a 
broader campaign conducted 
through the Security Summit, 
a partnership among the IRS, 
state tax agencies, and the na-
tion’s tax industry, and rein-
forced by outreach efforts tied 
to National Slam the Scam Day 
on March 5. These initiatives 
educate taxpayers about iden-
tity theft schemes and other 
forms of fraud, particularly dur-
ing filing season.

“Today, Slam the Scam Day, 
provides a great opportunity to 
remind everyone to remain vig-
ilant and watch out for scams 
because thieves continuously 
adjust the pitches they use to 
take advantage of honest tax-
payers,” said IRS Chief Execu-
tive Officer Frank J. Bisignano. 
“For more than two decades, 
the IRS has used the Dirty Doz-
en list to flag emerging scams 
that taxpayers should watch 
out for.”

A notable change to this 
year’s list is the addition of abu-
sive undistributed long-term 
capital gains claims as item #6, 
replacing prior fuel tax credit 
concerns, as the IRS sees an 
increase in overstated or fabri-
cated claims tied to Form 2439, 
Notice to Shareholder of Un-
distributed Long-Term Capital 
Gains. The IRS advises all tax-
payers to remain cautious year-
round, as criminals will always 
be on the lookout for new ways 
to obtain money, personal iden-
tifiable information, and data.

The 2026 Dirty Dozen: 12 
key scams to watch for

1. IRS impersonation by 
email and text (phishing + 
smishing). Scammers send 
emails, direct messages (DMs), 
and texts that appear to be from 

the IRS, often using alarming 
language and QR codes that di-
rect taxpayers to fake IRS web-
sites to “verify” accounts, enter 
personal information, or claim 
refunds. The IRS urges taxpay-
ers not to click links or open 
attachments from unexpected 
messages and to report suspi-
cious IRS-related emails, DMs, 
and texts. The IRS reported over 
600 social media imperson-
ators during fiscal year 2025.

As a reminder, never click 
any unsolicited communication 
claiming to be from the IRS, as 
it may install malware surrepti-
tiously. These links may install 
malicious software, including 
ransomware, on a taxpayer’s 
personal device, potentially 
preventing access to their files 
or personal information.

2. AI-enabled IRS imper-
sonation by phone (robocalls, 
voice mimicry, spoofed caller 
ID). Phone scams continue to 
evolve, including calls that use 
computer-generated tactics 
and spoofed caller ID to appear 
legitimate. The IRS reminds tax-
payers that it generally contacts 
taxpayers by mail first and does 
not leave urgent, threatening 
prerecorded messages, call to 
demand immediate payment, 
or threaten arrest.  Taxpayers 
should not rely on AI-generated 
responses to complex tax ques-
tions, and they should verify 
any calculations or information 
provided by artificial intelli-
gence.

3. Fake charities. Fraudsters 
often exploit tragedies and di-
sasters by creating fake chari-
ties to collect donations and 
personal information. The IRS 
is committed to preventing 
fraudulent nonprofits from tak-
ing advantage of the American 
taxpayer.      

Taxpayers who give money 
or goods to a charity may be 
able to claim a deduction on 
their federal tax return if they 
itemize deductions, but charita-

ble donations only count if they 
go to a qualified tax-exempt 
organization recognized by the 
IRS.

4. Misleading tax advice on 
social media. Viral “tax hacks” 
can push taxpayers to file re-
turns with false information or 
claim credits they don’t qualify 
for, leading to refund delays, 
audits, penalties, or worse. The 
IRS continues to warn that so-
cial media-driven misinforma-
tion and disinformation remain 
a major driver of tax scams.

The IRS and the Coalition 
Against Scam and Scheme 
Threats warn taxpayers not to 
fall for these scams, and urge 
them to follow trusted advice 
from the IRS, tax professionals, 
and other reputable sources. 
The IRS reminds taxpayers who 
knowingly file fraudulent tax 
returns that they could poten-
tially face significant civil and 
criminal penalties.

5. Identity theft involving 
IRS Online Account access. 
Criminals may attempt to use 
stolen personal information to 
gain unauthorized access to a 
taxpayer’s IRS online account 
or may pose as helpers to col-
lect sensitive information dur-
ing account setup. Taxpayers 
should create their account 
directly through IRS.gov and 
should not rely on unsolicited 
third parties offering assis-
tance. The IRS provides official 
guidance to help taxpayers se-
curely establish and protect 
their accounts.

6. Abusive undistributed 
long-term capital gains claims. 
The IRS identified an increase 
in the abuse of Form 2439. 
This form allows shareholders 
of certain investment funds or 
real estate trusts to claim a re-
fundable credit for taxes paid 
on undistributed capital gains. 
Identified schemes involve 
overstated or fabricated Form 
2439 claims, including claims 
tied to organizations that are 

not legitimate investment funds 
or real estate trusts. The IRS 
has also seen fake claims falsely 
linked to real, well-known orga-
nizations. Improper claims may 
result in refund delays, audits, 
penalties, or enforcement ac-
tion.

7. Bogus “Self-Employment 
Tax Credit” promotion. Scam-
mers use misleading claims 
about a broad “self-employ-
ment tax credit” to encourage 
inaccurate filings and gener-
ate improper refunds. The IRS 
reminds taxpayers to rely on 
trusted sources and qualified 
tax professionals, not social 
media promotions, when deter-
mining eligibility for credits.

Many taxpayers do not qual-
ify for these credits, and the 
IRS is closely reviewing claims 
coming in under this provision, 
so taxpayers filing claims do so 
at their own risk.

8. Ghost preparers. A “ghost” 
preparer prepares a return but 
refuses to sign it and/or re-
fuses to include a Preparer Tax 
Identification Number (PTIN). 
When a preparer refuses to 
sign or provide a PTIN, that is 
a major red flag; the taxpayer 
is legally responsible for what 
is filed. The IRS urges taxpay-
ers to avoid preparers who 
will not sign the return and to 
choose reputable help. Taxpay-
ers should never sign a blank or 
incomplete return. Instead, the 
IRS reminds taxpayers to use 
a trusted tax professional for 
help.

9. Non-cash charitable 
contribution schemes. Some 
schemes involve inflated ap-
praisals of donated property 
using syndicated conservation 
easements or art. Promoters 
often promise to eliminate or 
substantially reduce tax li-
ability. The IRS warns taxpayers 
not to file returns with made-up 
information and reminds tax-
payers that it can hold refunds 

while verifying claims.
10. Overstated withhold-

ing schemes (fabricated wage/
withholding data). Scammers 
encourage taxpayers to inflate 
withholding amounts (some-
times described as “other 
withholding”) to manufacture 
a larger refund by reporting 
zero or little income on incor-
rect forms. The IRS may delay 
processing while it verifies 
wages and withholding against 
third-party records. Inaccurate 
claims can lead to penalties and 
enforcement action. 

There are multiple variations 
of the overstated withholding 
credit scheme, including those 
involving Forms W-2 and W-2G; 
Forms 1099-R, 1099-NEC, 
1099-DIV, 1099-OID, and 1099-
B, as well as the Alaska Perma-
nent Fund Dividend, Schedule 
K-1 with Withholding Report-
ed, and Unspecified Source of 
Withholding Credit Claimed.

11. Spear-phishing and mal-
ware campaigns targeting tax 
professionals. Tax professionals 
and businesses remain targets 
of “new client” or “document 
request” emails that deliver ma-
licious links or attachments to 
steal client data or access sys-
tems. The IRS and the Security 
Summit urge preparers to re-
main vigilant and to strengthen 
their security practices.

Businesses and individuals, 
including tax pros, should al-
ways be cautious and look out 
for any suspicious requests or 
unusual behavior before shar-
ing any sensitive information 
or responding to an email. 
Warning signs may include un-
expected requests for sensitive 
information, mismatched or un-
familiar sender addresses, ur-
gent payment demands, or links 
directing users to websites that 
do not clearly originate from 
IRS.gov. Be aware that by gain-
ing access to a hacked email ac-
count, scammers can locate a 
genuine email from a previous 

victim’s email account sent to 
their tax professional.

12. Aggressive or misleading 
Offer in Compromise marketing 
(“OIC mills”). The Offer in Com-
promise program can help cer-
tain eligible taxpayers resolve 
tax debt when they are unable 
to pay in full, but “OIC mills” 
often overpromise results and 
charge high fees to taxpayers 
who don’t qualify. Taxpayers 
can check eligibility using free 
IRS tools to avoid high-pressure 
sales tactics.

How to protect yourself 
and what to do if you get a 
suspicious message or call

Don’t click unexpected links 
or open unexpected attach-
ments. 

If you get a suspicious IRS-
related call,  hang up. The IRS 
provides guidance on what to 
do next, including how to re-
port scams. 

To report suspected IRS-
related phishing emails or mes-
sages, send them to phishing@
irs.gov and follow IRS reporting 
instructions. 

If you think your tax identity 
has been compromised, visit 
IRS.gov/idtheft for steps to pro-
tect your account and recover. 

Report abusive tax schemes 
and suspicious activity

The IRS encourages taxpay-
ers, tax professionals, and the 
public to report suspected tax 
fraud, scams, identity theft, or 
other tax-related wrongdoing 
by visiting IRS.gov/SubmitATip.

The new online tool allows 
individuals to confidentially 
submit information using a 
smartphone, tablet, or com-
puter. It consolidates IRS fraud-
reporting options into one 
location and routes tips to the 
appropriate IRS office.

Prompt reporting helps pro-
tect taxpayers and quickly stop 
abusive activity.

March 11, 2026 –   Sparky 
the Fire Dog®, the official mas-
cot of the National Fire Protec-
tion Association® (NFPA®), 
is turning 75! This milestone 
birthday reflects a legacy that 
spans the generations. Since 
his official launch on March 
18, 1951, Sparky has helped 
fire professionals, teachers, 
safety advocates, civic orga-
nizations, businesses, and the 
media, among others, share 
educational fire and life safety 
information with the public, 
delivering invaluable impact.

“Sparky is an emblem of 
fire safety for kids and adults 
alike, and his messages are 
just as relevant today as they 
were nearly 75 years ago,” said 
Lorraine Carli, vice president 
of Outreach and Advocacy at 
NFPA. “His dogged determi-
nation to highlight the impor-
tance of home fire safety over 
the decades has ultimately 
helped reduce fire loss and in-
juries in North America.”

Among his many achieve-
ments, Sparky has touted long-
lasting fire safety messages in 
support of Fire Prevention 

Week™ – NFPA’s largest an-
nual public awareness cam-
paign – such as “Stop, drop and 
roll”; “Get out, stay out”; “Dial 
9-1-1”; and “Know two ways 
out”. He has also served as the 
brand for countless NFPA edu-
cational programs, resources, 
and initiatives, including NF-
PA’s Learn Not to Burn® cur-
ricula, children’s books, online 
activities, videos, apps, safety 
tip sheets, and brochures, to 
name just a few, promoting 
basic but critical fire safety in-
formation with a mix of spirit, 
authority, and compassion.

In recognition of Sparky’s 
big day, NFPA is reminding the 
public that while we’ve contin-
ued to make significant prog-
ress in reducing the home fire 
problem, real risks remain. A 
U.S. fire department respond-
ed to a fire every 23 seconds, 
on average, in 2024. A home 
structure fire was reported ev-
ery 96 seconds, while a home 
fire death occurred every 
three hours, and a home fire 
injury occurred every 59 min-
utes. In addition, the majority 
of U.S. fire deaths (70 percent) 

continues to occur in homes.
“The number of U.S. home 

fires has declined significantly 
over the past decades, which 
reflects significant progress, 
but the home fire death rate 
has not seen the same declines 
in recent years. In fact, you’re 
more likely to die in a home 
fire today than in 1980,” said 
Carli. “These sobering statis-
tics reinforce that our work is 
far from done.”

As we celebrate Sparky’s 

75th birthday, consider some 
of his key fire safety messag-
es, which remain essential to 
home fire safety:

Install smoke alarms on ev-
ery level of the home, in each 
bedroom, and near all sleeping 
areas.

Test smoke alarms once a 
month using the test button.

Make a home escape plan 
with all members of your 
household. Draw a map of the 
home, marking all doors and 

windows with a path from 
each exit to the outside, and 
choose a meeting place outside 
in front of the home where ev-
eryone will meet upon exiting. 

Practice your escape plan 
regularly – at least twice a year 
– with all members of your 
household.

Visit  Sparky’s website for 
a wealth of age-appropriate 
games, videos, apps, and other 
activities that make learning 
about fire safety easy and fun, 
along with fun resources and 
activities that can be used to 
celebrate his big day. In addi-
tion, Sparky School House of-
fers fire safety lesson plans, 
resources, and activities for 
teachers, parents, caregivers 
and students, many of which 
can be easily downloaded and 
shared.

About Sparky the Fire 
Dog®

Sparky the Fire Dog®  was 
created for the NFPA in 1951 
and has been the organization’s 
official mascot and spokesdog 
ever since. He is a widely rec-
ognized fire safety icon who is 
beloved by children and adults 

alike. In addition to connect-
ing with the public through 
educational programs, he has a 
very active website, sparky.org, 
which allows kids to explore 
and learn about fire safety in 
a trusted, interactive environ-
ment. Sparky the Fire Dog® is a 
registered trademark of NFPA.

About the National Fire 
Protection Association® 
(NFPA®) 

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is 
a global self-funded nonprofit 
organization devoted to elimi-
nating death, injury, property, 
and economic loss due to fire, 
electrical, and related hazards. 
The association delivers infor-
mation and knowledge through 
more than 300 consensus codes 
and standards, research, train-
ing, education, outreach, and 
advocacy; and by partnering 
with others who share an inter-
est in furthering the NFPA mis-
sion. For more information, vis-
it nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and 
standards can be viewed online 
for free at nfpa.org/freeaccess.

Sparky the Fire Dog® is turning 75!


