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One call does it all
Girard, illinois

217-801-0274 • 217-710-1354

• Removal/Cleanup 
• Brush Invasive Species

& Land Clearing
• Trails • Hunting Plots

• Stump Removal
The Sky is the Limit!

servicing all of Central illinois

The month of April has been home to many 
historical events over the years. Here’s a look 
at some that helped to shape the world in April 
1926.

• The United States House of Representatives 
votes to impeach District Court Judge George 
W. English on April 1. Judge English, who was 
accused of abuse of powers and violation of 
bankruptcy laws, ultimately resigns on Novem-
ber 4.

• Residents of Watts, California, vote to be-
come part of the city of Los Angeles on April 2. 
Residents vote 1,338 to 535 in favor of consoli-
dation.

• Warplanes of Manchurian warlord Zhang 
Zuolin begin bombing portions of Beijing on 
April 3. The areas targeted by the bombings 
are areas of the city under the control of the 
Guominjun paramilitary group.

• The national basketball team of Italy plays 
its first game on April 4. The team earns a 23-
17 victory over the French national team.

• The first recorded death of a person 
caused by a cassowary is noted in Mossman, 
Queensland, Australia on April 6. Phillip Mc-
Clean, the 16-year-old victim, was attacked 
by the large, flightless bird while he and his 
brother were trying to kill it.
• Italian Premier Benito Mussolini is shot by 

Violet Gibson in Rome on April 7. Mussolini is 
unharmed, and Gibson is ultimately released 
without charges. However, Gibson is sent to a 
psychiatric hospital in England, where she re-
mains until her death in 1956.

• The German subsidiary of the Ford Motor 
Company assembles its first vehicle, a Model T, 
on April 8.

• Twenty-seven sailors are killed when the 
United States oil tanker the Gulf of Venezuela 
explodes as the ship sits in harbor at Port Ar-
thur, Texas, on April 11. 

• Walter Johnson of the Washington Senators 
defeats Eddie Rommel of the Philadelphia Ath-
letics on Opening Day on April 13. The game 

lasts 15 innings and ends with a score of 1-0.
• Australian politician Frederick McDonald 

disappears while on his way to a meeting with 
Jack Lang, the Premier of New South Wales, 
on April 15. McDonald, who had recently lost 
a re-election bid to the Australian House of 
Representatives, challenged the result of that 
election and asked that his opponent, Thomas 
Ley, be removed from office. McDonald’s dis-
appearance is never solved, and Ley is later 
convicted of the murder of John Mudie in 1947.

• Canadian distance runner Johnny Miles 
wins the Boston Marathon on April 19. The 
marathon marked the first time Miles had 
competed in a race of more than 10 miles.
• Elizabeth II is born to the Duchess of York 

and the Duke of York on April 21 in London. 
Elizabeth grows up to serve as Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, a reign that begins in 1952 and lasts 
until her death in 2022.

• Germany and the Soviet Union sign the 
Treaty of Berlin on April 24. Each country 
pledges neutrality in the event of attack on the 
other by a third party within the ensuing half 
decade.

• The Pahlavi dynasty begins in Iran on April 
25 when Reza Khan is formally crowned the 
Shah of Iran.

• Illinois prosecutor William H. McSwiggin is 
killed during a shootout involving Al Capone 
and Jack McGurn on April 27. Capone and Mc-
Gurn did not know McSwiggin was in the car 
of a rival gang at the time of the shootout.

• African American pilot Bessie Coleman 
plunges 600 feet to her death while preparing 
for an air show in Jacksonville, Florida, on 
April 30. Prior to flying, Coleman had been 
urged not to pilot the aircraft, which friends 
and family did not deem safe. Coleman in-
sisted on flying, and an examination of the 
wreckage of the aircraft after the crash found 
that a wrench used to service the engine had 
jammed the controls.

Historical events from April 1926

  520 WEST MAIN
    CARLINVILLE

(217) 854-8912

Amazing Spring Selection

Offering - 
• Plants and seeds
  for the vegetable
  gardener.
• Bedding plants, 
  perennials, tropicals
  trees & shrubs.
• Onion Sets & Plants.
• Potatoes
• Asparagus

“36 years growing”

Stop in to see us and 
smell the flowers!

We grow
our own!

Even though no two 
homes are the same, 
rooms have a tendency to 
take on similar character-
istics regardless of which 
property they’re a part of. 
Kitchens tend to be pop-
ular gathering spaces, 
while basements have be-
come go-to spots for game 
rooms and watch parties. 

Garages also tend to 
share certain characteris-
tics between homes, and 
one notable attribute is the 
tendency to become diffi-
cult-to-navigate dumping 
grounds for a wide range 
of items, including lawn 
and garden tools, chil-
dren’s toys, sporting goods, 
and seasonal home decor. 
Though there’s nothing 
wrong with utilizing a ga-
rage as a storage space, the 
following are three simple 
ways homeowners can get 
more out of these spaces. 

1. Utilize the wall space. 
The walls in a garage have 
lots of potential. Effec-
tive use of walls within a 
garage can ensure garden 
tools, small toys and other 
items do not accumulate 
on the floor. Such accumu-

lations contribute much 
to the reputation of ga-
rages as dumping grounds 
for miscellaneous items. 
By clearing the floors of 
clutter, and utilizing wall 
spaces to store items, 
homeowners can open up 
the spaces to serve any 
number of functions, in-
cluding home gyms, art 
studios or even parking 
spaces to protect vehi-
cles from the elements. A 
storage organizer system 
with various hooks can 
be mounted on a garage 
wall to free up floor space, 
while shelving can be hung 
to store paint cans, power 
tool batteries and other 
items. 

2. Look upward. If garage 
ceilings extend several feet 
above the height of home-
owners’ vehicles, then 
the spaces above where 
cars might be parked can 
be converted into stor-
age space for large recre-
ational items, like canoes 
or kayaks, or seasonal de-
cor that does not need to 
be accessed on a regular 
basis. A simple kayak hoist 
utilizing a pulley system 

clears floor space and al-
lows kayaks to be stored 
overhead. Lifting storage 
racks work in similar fash-
ion and make for great 
additions for anyone who 
needs to store containers 
full of seasonal decor but 
does not want to do so by 
stacking items on the floor. 
A hand crack system for a 
lifting storage rack makes 
for easy and safe access.

3. Install new lighting. 
Without ample lighting, 
garages may not be con-
ducive to recreational pur-
suits like painting, craft-
ing or even exercising. A 
lighting upgrade is a rel-
atively affordable renova-
tion that can make a big 
difference, illuminating 
spaces not exactly known 
for brightness, especially if 
there’s no windows. If you 
want to spend time in the 
garage during winter and 
stay warm, then some new 
lighting can make that pos-
sible.

Homeowners whose ga-
rages are currently serving 
as cluttered storage closets 
can do much to get more 
out of these useful spaces.

3 ways to get more use 
out of a garage


